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SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXBCUTIVE COMMITTEE  held on 12th May, 1968,

at 72 Elmwood Boad, S.E.24,, at 2.pen.

Present: Mr, E. Hunt (Chairman)
Miss J. Davis (Secretary)
Miss F, Dimn
Miss K. Murray
Dr., C. Dolmetsch

¥r. Gray

Mry He-Hersowm

Mz—Cr—Eenworthy Y

Mr. T.E. Wyatt Mims T Downer"
Miss E. Unwin Miss Wright

1. Apologies for absence from Dr. Bergmann Mv. Bonsov; Hiv. Tawwen
clige | o 4 ¢ < /
. Sac v\ H\I HQV;(’:-V\’ [\‘L(SS QG\-‘Q-\QV

5, Mimutes of last Meeting, T1V- -anwoitty

Miss Dinn said that she had not intended to say, as reported in the
Minutes: "a section of the magazine should be devoted to children's
pages". She would like this to be changed to: "...young peoplel!s interests",

With this amendment the Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct
record.

3. Matters Arising

Poster for Society Publicity. The Secretary said it had been agreed
at the Branch Delegates Conference that a sub-committee should be set up
to consider the poster submitted by Norwich Branch and see whether a
poster on similar lines could be prepared for use by all Branches.

Mr, Wyatt was proposed for Chairman of the sub-committee by
Miss Murray, seconded by lMr. Gray, and agreed unanimously.

Mr. Hersom was proposed for the sub-committee by Dr. Dolmetsch,
seconded by Miss Murray, and accepted unanimously.

Mr., Kenworthy was proposed by Mr, Wyatt, seconded by Mr. Hunt, and
accepted unanimously,

The sub-committee was therefore agreed as follows:i-

Mr. T. Wyatt (Chairman)
Mr, H, EHersom
Mre. €, Kenworthy

It was agreed that this sub-committee should agree on a wording and layout
for theposter, consult with Mr, James on the question of cost, and, subject
to his approval, go ahead with production.

Advertising in musical journals. The Secretary had obtained the following
quotations =

"Music in Education" - % page £5.0.0,
"Music Teacher" - + page £7.10.0,
"Mugic" - % page  £9.10.0.

American Recorder Society Journal - % page £12.0.0.

It was decided after discussion that the best two journals for the
Society's purpose would be "Music in Education" and the'"Music Teacher"s
It was agreed that Mr. Wyatt's sub-committee should decide on the wording
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of the advertisement, possibly using the one previously inserted in the
programme of the Hasle mere Festival as a guide. The Secretary would
then insert a % page advertisement in each of the two Jjournals mentioned ‘
above as soon as possible,in their July editions if practicable. The ?
Committee would wait to see the results of this before deciding on the |
value of future advertising, }

It had already been agreed that the funds paid over to the Society
by the Cambridge Branch on its closing down would be used to pay for ‘
this advertising.

Request from Mrs, Taylor on publishing names of Colleges of Music
at which Recorder Playing was accepted for a Diploma Course,
It was agred that Miss Dinn and Mr, Hunt should look into this matter
together and that the Secretary should write to Mrs. Taylor to tell her
what was being done. Mr. Hunt suggested that the names of those
School Certificate Examinations which accepted local examinations in the
recorder might also be published in the magazine,

4, Branch Delegates Conference 1968

Mr. Gray asked whether Mr. Minchin, the Society's Auditor, could be
given Honorary Life Membership of the Society. Miss Murray queried whether
this could be donme within the rules. The Chairman said he thought this was
a matter for interpretetion of the relevant rule by the Committee, and the
Committee agreed that they could see no objection to the suggestion.

Dr., Dolmetsch proposed that Mr. Minchin should be made an Honorary Member
of the Society. Mr. Gray seconded. Agreed unanimously, The Secretary
was asked to write to Mr, Minchin to tell him the Committee's decision.

Tditorship of the Magazine. Mr, Hunt volunteered to write himself
to Margaret Donnington to find her reaction, If she could not take it
on he would write to the other names mentioned at the Conference.

Mr., Hunt reported that he and Miss Dinn had heen to see Mr. Makins
and discussed a number of matters with him pertaining to the Magazine.
Mr, Makins had not objected to the publication dates being a month later
than they were now in each case, but to save a lot of reprinting had
suggested that the date might be at the end of the month in which it now
appears, rather than at the begimning of the next month.

It had been decided that the present design of the magazine cover
should be continued,

It was pointed out that if the name "Recorder News" was dropped by
the Society anyone else could bring out a publication undexr this name and
we would lose our title to it. It was therefore decided that the name
should be kept, thought it might be given less prominence, il

On the question of distribution of the magazine, Mr, Makins had given
the same answer as before, that W.H. Smith would not take a publication with
a circulation of less than 30,000 to 50,000, He thought Rymans might be
prepared to take one with a smaller circulation than this and said he
would make enquiries on behalf of the Society. Dr. Dolmetsch said the
magezine would be on sale on the Haslemere Festival bookstall and asked
whether other Festivals could not be asked to take it, e.ge. Aldburgh,
Edinburgh, Bath.

Mr., Hunt said Mr, Makins hed appeared prepared also to improve the
discount terms to music shops, allowing a 50% discount instead of the
present 25% and not asking for copies to be returned under a "Sale and
Return" arrangement but leaving them for propaganda,
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of the advertisement, possibly using the one previously inserted in the
programme of the Hasle mere Festival as a guide. The Secretary would
then insert a 4 page advertisement in each of the two journals mentioned
above as soon as possible,in their July editions if practicable. The
Committee would wait to see the results of this before deciding on the
value of future advertising,

It had already been agreed that the funds paid over to the Society
by the Cambridge Branch on its closing down would be used to pay for
this advertising.

Request from Mrs., Taylor on publishing names of Colleges of Music
at which Hecorder Playing was accepted for a Diploma Course.
It was agred that Miss Dinn and Mr. Hunt should look into this matter
together and that the Secretary should write to Mrs, Taylor to tell her
what was being done. Mr., Hunt suggested that the names of those
School Certificate Examinations which accepted local examinations in the
recorder might also be published in the magazine.

4, Branch Delegates Conference 1968

Mr. Gray asked whether Mr. Minchin, the Society's fAuditor, could be
given Honorary Life Membership of the Society. Miss Murray queried whether
this could be done within the rules. The Chairman said he thought this was
2 matter for interpretetion of the relevant rule by the Committee, and the
Committee agreed that they could see no objection to the suggestion.

Dr. Dolmetsch proposed that Mr. Minchin should be made an Honorary Member
of the Society. Mr., Gray seconded, Agreed unanimously. The Secretary
was asked to write to Mr. Minchin to tell him the Committee's decision.

Bditorship of the Magazine. Mr. Hunt volunteered to write himself
to Margaret Donnington to find her reaction. If she could not take it
on he would write to the other names mentioned at the Conference.

Mr. Hunt reported that he and Miss Dinn had been to see Mr, Makins
and discussed a number of matters with him pertaining to the Magazine.
Mr. Makins had not objected to the publication dates being a month later
than they were now in each case, but to save a lot of reprinting had
suggested that the date might be at the end of the month in which it now
appears, rather than at the beginning of the next month.

I+ had been decided that the present design of the magazine cover
should be continued.

It was pointed out that if the name "Recorder News" was dropped by
the Society anyone else could bring out a publication under this name and
we would lose our title to it. It was therefore decided that the name
should be kept, thought it might be given less prominence, s

On the question of distribution of the magazine, Mr, Makins had given
the same answer as before, that W.H. Smith would not take a publication with
a circulation of less than 30,000 to 50,000, He thought Rymans might be
prepared to take one with a smaller circulation than this and said he
would make enquiries on behalf of the Society. Dr. Dolmetsch said the
magazine would be on sale on the Haslemere Festival bookstall and asked
whether other Festivals could not be asked to teke it, e.g. Aldburgh,
Edinburgh, Bath.

Mr., Hunt said Mr, Makins bhed eppeared prepared also to improve the
discount terms to music shops, allowing a 50% discount instead of the
present 25% and not asking for copies to be returned under a "Sale and
Return" arrangement but leaving them for propaganda.
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Mr, Funt suggested that Schotts might be asked to include
one of the Society'!s new posters with each copy of the magazine
sent to a library. Mr. Gray mentioned the leaflet "Why Join a
Society?" and asked if this could be revived and put into the
magazine. This led to an inconclusive disclission on the reasons
for the Society's existence and on its future.

Mr. Bonsor's suggestion of holding a Branch Delegates Conference

outside London. Mr, James was looking into the financial implications
of this,

Se Iny Other Business

Migs Wripght asked if her Branch could be called "The Country
and Overseas Branch" since at least one third of its members lived
overscas., This was agreed,

6. Date of Next Meeting

To be decided.

—
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FXECUZIVE CC/MITTEE MEETING HELD ON SUNDAY 24th NOVEMBER 1968,

at 25 Belsize Square, N.We3., at 3.p.me

MINUTES

Present:

Apologies for Absence were received from Miss Unwin and Mr. Bonsor.

Minutes of Last Meeting. These had been circulated and were agreed

by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

Matbers Arising.

Magerine

08 2o covdaci\| CusS
(a) New Editor. It was announced that Sam Taylor had agreed
to take on the editorship from the first issue in 1969,

(b) Change of Publication Dates. Mr, Hunt said action had
already been taken on this and the main reason for the
alterations was to meke the dates more useful to us. It
would now be published in March, June, September and December.

Advertisements

The Secretary reported that 10 enquiries had been received
from the advertisement in "Music in Education", which was
the cheapest of the three ingerted, One had been received
through the "Music Teacher" and two through the Haslemere
Festival Programme advertisement. 0f all these it was
believed that only one enquiry had resulted in a new member
for the Society.

Mr. James asked whether the Committee thought they would
be justified in putting in any further advertisements.
My, Wyatt said that to him it seemed like throwing good
money after bad.

It was agreed that for the time mo being no more
advertisements would be put into musical journals.
Following a suggestion from Mr., James it was agreed that
copies of the magazine should be sent to all those who
had answered the original advertisements, as a follow up
to the information already sent them by the Secretary.

Miss Dinn suggested that the Society should try to get the
editor of "Music in Educatior" interested in the Society,
and Mr. Kenworthy said he had been asked to write an
acticle about the recorder world as seen by an outsider for
"The Recorder & Music Magazine'. It was agreed that any
further steps in this direction should be left to the
Londun Branch.
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Poster

Mr. Wyatt said this had taken longer to produce than he
had expected. Northampton Branch had sent a draft poster
and Miss Barker said Glasgow were trying to produce one.
Mr. Wyatt suggested the colour might be red on white or
white on red, It was agreed that all these matters
should be left to the sub-Committee.

Cambridge Assets. Mr, James said thse, amounting to
£9,4,11, in cash and £15 received for a bass recorder,
had now been brought into the Central Fund.

Publication in the "Recorder News" of Colleges where
the recorder igs taught.

Misas Dinn said she had made enquiries of the Royal Academy,
The London College of Music, the Guildhall School of Music,
the Royal Manchester College of Music, Trinity and the
Royal College of Music. She gave the Committee an account:
of her findings and it was agreed that she should make this
into a report for the '"Recorder News". She said that the
situation with regard to practical examinations in the
recorder by the Associated Board was too fluid to report

on at the moment. Miss Barker said the Recorder was
accepted as an "0" Level subject in Scotland and she said
would send a copy of the paper to the Chairman.

4, TINANCE
Mr, James said the £20 loan had been repaid.

Mr. Bonsor!s Travelling Expenses . The Chawman, in this
connection, brought up the question of Mr. Taylor's travelling expenses
to Committee Meetings. Dr. Dolmetsch proposed that when Mr, Taylor
was asked to attend a Committee Meeting by the Chairman his fare should
be paid. Miss Dinn seconded and this was agreed unanimously.

The Chairman said that members of the Committee in a similar
position to Mr. Bonsor must realise the situation when they are elected.
It was suggested that he should be sent the Minutes of the previous
meeting and the Agenda of the coming meeting and given an opportunity to
make comments, and that this should be done officially. The Committee
were sympathetic towards Mr. Bonsor's difficulties but it was decided to
wait and see whether he could manage the journey before going any further
into the matter.

Disposal of Mersyside Assets. Mr, Hunt said he had had a letter dated

28th Juae, 1966, saying that Merseyside Branch wished to "disa iliate"

themselves from the Society. Mr, James said he had written to the

Traasurer drawing his attention to the rule about the disposal of Branch

funds on the closing of a Bfanch. Since then he had seen a copy of

the final accounts showing the balance to be 9/9d. Dr. Bergmann proposed

that the action of the Merseyside Branch in spending the balance of 9/9d on masic
should be approved. Seconded by Miss Murray and agreed.

It was agreed that for the moment nothing further could be done about bringing
ex~Merseyside members back into the Society.

Accounts for Previous Year. Mr, James said surplus of income over expenditre
was £8.4.9. Cost of magazine was down by £30 (due to reduction in membership)
Visiting Conductors was up by £52, Subscriptions were down by £16.

Royalty from Schotts down £10. Cash balance up by £4, But for the closing
down of the Cambridge Branch there would have been a deficit. Total cash

|
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in hand was now £712i

Mr, James then said he did not wish to stand for re-election in the
coming year, Mr, Hunt said the Committee must look for a replacement
and suggested it would be best to look inside the London Branch,

5. Membership Secretary!s Report

Mr., Gray said there were now only 14 Branches. So far th's year
£349,2.10 had been paid in subscriptions. Last year'!s memberchip
had been 621 full and 84 student members. New membes this year so
far were 87, which was hopeful but not good enough.

Mr, Gray then reminded the Committee that he also did not wish
to stand for re-eclection.

Miss Dinn said the Cormittee should thank both Mr. James and
Mr, Gray for all they had done for the Society.

The Chairman recorded a formal vote of thanks to Mr. James
and Mr, Gray for their work for the Society.

6. Any Other Business

The Secretary mentioned correspondence she had with a gentleman
in Hull called Greaves, whoe said he wished to start a Branch there in
October., She had told him he must have pemission and asked how many
members he hoped to have.

Mr. James asked about the leaflets which had been published in
the previous year. The Secretary said they had been circulated to
Branches and were available at Roehampton and Little Benslow Hills.
Mr. Wyatt suggested some might be sent out to Branches with the new
poster,

Date of Next Meeting

Sunday 23rd March, 1969, at 2,30 p.m., at 28 Belsize Square, N.W.3.

The Chairman thanked Dr. and Mrs. Bergmann for ther hospitality.




MINUTES of a MEETING of the EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, held on 23rd March, 1969, 2.30 p.m.,

SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS

at 28 Belsize Square, London, N.W.3.

1.

3.

by

PRESENT:  MR. Hunt (in the Chair)
Miss Davis
Miss Unwin
Miss Murray
Miss Wright
Mr, James
Mr. Grey
Mr, Hersom
Dr. Bergmann
Mr. Wyatt
Mr. Taylor (as Editor of the "Recorder News")

Apologies for absence were received from Dr, Dolmetsch, Mr, Bonsor,
Miss Dinn, Miss Downer, Miss Barlrer, Mr., Kenworthy.

Minutes of Last Meeting, It was pointed out that Mr. Taylor was referred
to in Minute 3(a) as Editor of the magazine instead of the "Recorder News",
Also the bottom paragraph on Page 1 was ambiguous and should be altered

to make it clear thatit was the Editor of "Music in Education" who had

been asked to write the article. With these two amendments the Minutes
were accepted and signed as a correct record.

Matters Arising

Mr. Wyatt said the poster was not yet ready but he hoped to have it in
time for the Delegates Conference,

It was pointed out that Mr. Bonsor's name had been left out of the list
of Musical Directors in the "Recorder News" section of the magazine.
Mr, Taylor promised to remedy this omission, .

It was announced that Miss Lorna Hill had volunteered to take on the
Membership Secretary!s job from Mr. Grey, who had announced his intention
of retiring. It was agreed unanimously that she should be invited to
stand for election at the Conference,

Dr. Bergmann suggested Mr., Rouse-Jones as Treasurer in place of Mr. James,
who was also retiring. Mr. Rouse-Jones had agreed to accept nomination
and it was agreed that he should be asked to stand for election at the
Conference, It was also decided that Miss Hill and Mr. Rouse-~Jones
should be invited to attend the Delegates Conference from the beginning
and not to wait until they were elected,

Bucouse the next edition of the wagamine wans due %o appear toa goon to
inolude an account of the Delegates Conference, it was agreed that

the election of Miss Hill and Mr. Rouse-Jones should be announced in

the next issue in anticipation of the Conference, with a note saying that
Branches will have been informed of any change. Mr., Taylor was asked
to see that this was done,.

FINANCE

Mr, James said that as usual he had to report a fall in subscriptions,
which were about £23 down on the same time in the previous year -

£476 as againi£505. Taking into account subscriptions paid in previous
yvears in respect of this year total subscription income this year so far
was £5%06. Mr. James expected about another £30 of income, including
interest on the account, making an estimated total of £565. Egtimated
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8.

-

expenditure amounted to £580, leaving an expected deficit of
£15. Mr, James felt this was not a large amount considering
the size of the Society's capital balance, but obviously an
increase in membership was needed.

Mr., Hunt thanked Mr. James for producing the accounts and for
his work during the yearx.

Membership Secretary's Report

Mr., Gray said numbers were slightly down on thig time last year -
834 against 843, This, howewrj; was not too discouraging
because it took into account the closing down of the Merseyside
Branch, which had removed 30 members all at once, Nine of the
Branches showed signs of improvement in numbers and five,
including London, were down on the previous year. Miss Wright
said there were 24 new Country Members.

Mr. Gray also asked the Cormittee to arrange for a fresh printing
of Membership Cards - 1,000 each of five colours.

Tormation of & Branch at Hull

After the last Committee Meeting the Secretary had received
another letter from Mr., Greaves, which she read. He said

they had 30 possible members, two thirds of whom were adults,

and three possible conductors, all of whom had had some years
experience of recorder playing and teaching. In reply to this
the Secretary had sent him 60 leaflets and had received another
letter saying he had distributed these and that all the 36 members
had expressed a desire to become a Branch of the S.R.P. as soon

as practicable. The Secretary had then sent them copies of the
Rules.

Mr. Wyatt proposed that Hull should be adopted as anew Branch.
This was seconded by Mr. Hersom and agreed unanimously.

It was also agreed that they should be given the option of paying
their subscriptions now and getting the magazines for this year,
or joining as from lst October and getting their first magazine
in December.

Mr., Hersom suggested that, as a matter of courtesy, the Secretary
of the West Riding Branch should be told of the formation of the
Hull Branch, as some of the members of the new Branch would be
drawn from the West Riding Branch membership.

Forthcoming Conference

It was agreed that this should be held from 7.30 to 10 p.m. on
Saturday 10th May and from 10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday 1lth,
at Schottsa

The Agenda would be as last year except that there would be no
Branch Secretary's Report and "Magazine" and "Publicity" would

be separate items.

Any Other Business

My, James said that he felt we should put another advertisement in
the Haslemere Festival Programme, since this was the only Festival
in which the recorder played a major part. Agreed nem con.




Mr. Taylor asked whether it would be possible to have a
college or school as a member of the Society.

Mr, Hunt said in the past the Society had been opposed
to such corporate membership. Mr. Taylor suggested some
sort of affiliation.

Mr. Wyatt said he thought Mr. Taylor was envisaging the
Society providing a service different from its present

one and suggested that perhaps such a service could be
provided to a school for say £10 a year. Mr, Hersom said
schools did pay subscriptions to various Societies and
obtain their journals. He thought the idea was a practical
one and could be useful.

It was suggested that Mz. Taylor might like to put the idea
to the Delegates Conference.

The Chairman thanked Dr. and Mrs. Bergmann for their

hospitality. :
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