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THE SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS
Minutes of a Committee Meeting held on 15 March 1981
at 71 Belsize Park Gardens London NW3

Present: Mr Wyatt Chairman
Mr England , Treasurer
Miss Church Secretary
Dr Allen Membership Secretary
Mr Fersom
Mr Hunt
Miss Nallen
Dr Taylor
Miss Wright
Mr Clark
Mrs Panzetta

1. Apologies for absence were received from Drs Dolmetsch, Coles
and Bergmann, Messrs Bonsor, Hilling and Thorby and Mrs Winkelmann
and from Mr John Turner who had been invited to attend in connection with
the revision of the rules.

2. Minutes of the last meeting were signed by the Chairman as a true
record subject to the deletion of ''any' in line 7 of para.4(i) and the substitution
of 'the 1980".

3. Matters arising

Paragraph 4(iii) The Chairman circulated a revised draft of '"Notes for

Guidance of Branch Officials'. Dr Taylor and Mr Hunt agreed to consider
whether the text could be expanded to include more practical guidance for
those writing branch reports.
Paragraph 5 The Chairman reported that the cost of distribution to new style
brenches had been much reduced by having volunteers parcel the magazines
into Jiffy bags at Schotts. London Pro Musica had let the Society have 100
bags at a bulk price; this should last for about 2 years. Schotts, as always
had been very co-operative.
Paragraph 6 The Secretary read a letter from the Cleveland Branch stating
that no amalgamation of the Cleveland and Darlington branches was contemplated.
The Committee took the view that this problem was adequately dealt with by
Rule 9(c). The Treasurer said that he still considered the procedure on
pastoral visits unsatisfactory when conductors did not intend to claim. The
Chairman agreed to send a circular to members of the panel asking them, if
they intended to claim, to ensure that the branch Secretary had cleared the
invitation with the Secretary of the Committee since otherwise they might
have to look to the branch for their expenses. A copy of the circular would be
sent to branch Secretaries.

Action: Chairman and Secretary
Paragraph 7 No action had been taken as the next issue of the membe rship
list had been postponed until 1982.
Paragraph 8 The North London branch was flourishing but had recruited
only nine new members; most of its supporters were already members of
London or Mid-Herts. The Chairman, although welcoming unreservedly the
formationdf the branch, felt that given the severity of the Committee's recent
policy towards undersizesd branches Conference could hardly be asked to
ratify the branch's affiliation unless it had recruited twelve members, A branch
had been started in Clackmannanshire by Miss Margaret Simpson who had -
sent a cheque for £18.50. The Secretary had written and the March
magazine had been sent without commitment,




Paragraph 10 A note about poster blanks would be inciuded with the circular
on pastoral visits when it was copied to branch Secretaries,
Action: Chairman,

Officers' Repozrts

The Treasurer said that the Auditor had pointed out that no provision had

been made for Corporation Tax on the Festival Deposit Acoount. The surplus
for 1979/80 should therefore be reduced by £14,80.

In 1980/81 income from subscriptions was slightly higher although subscription
from six branches was still outstanding. If one assumed that these would be
paid, that the Festival profit would be less than in 1980 and that bank interest
would fall with interest rates, income was likely to be about £500 less than

in the previous year. Magazine costs and Conference expenditure would rise
but there would be no expenditurc on the membership list and possibly no
Corporation Tax. In these circumstances the Society was likely to break even.
In 1981/82 there was likely to be a general increase in costs but profits from
the Festival might be higher and Conference expenditure lower. There would
be a new membership list but this would be less expensive than in the past.
The Treasurer thought that with a small reduction in the reserves subscriptions
could remain at their present level for a further year, although any increase
in magazine costs would have to be passed on to members.

The Committee agreed not to propose any increase in subscriptions for the
coming year.

The Membership Secretary reported that there had been a slight increase in the
numbers reported at the October meeting, the total now being 1462. This was
an increase of 95 over the previous year and was mainly attributable to

the creation of four new branches. A number of branches had not yet sent

in their returns for 1980/81 but membership was likely to reach 1500,

Revision of Rules
The Chairman reported that following intervention by Inland Revenue changes
were now being demanded in the rules which had keen adopted at the last
Conference and by most branches. The only substantive changes were
(i) the right of an expelled member to be heard; (ii) a requirement that all
applicants for membership should undertake to abide by the Society's rules; and
(iii) a requirement that cheques should be signed by two persons. The
second of these was tiresome but if the Society wanted charitable status it
must accept it, and he recommended that Conference should be urged to
accept the revision. The Tre asurer said that he understood that the second
requirement would affect only new members, but it appeared to require a
signed application form. He would inquire of Mr furner whether this was so.
Action: Treasurer
The Chairman said that he would prepare copies of the revi sed rules for
distribution to branches before the Conference. He would also explain at
Conference that rule 9(c) was not exactly in the form agreed by the Committee
and that an amendment would be put forward in 1982,
Action: Chairman
The amendments proposed by branches were then discussed and the Committee
endorsed all the recommendations of the sub-committee as follows:-
Aberdeen, Birmingham, Bristol, Manchester: Amendment.s ratified
Mid-Herts, Beds & N Herts: Amendments agreed subject to confirmation from
John Turner that the Charity Commissioners are unlikely to object.
Darlington Amendment not ratified. But the Secretary would explain in
conveying this decision that if Darlington, denied the power to amalgamate
with another branch, decided to dissolve itself, the Committee would
consider sympathetically a request to pass its assets over to that other branch.
Glasgow Amen dment not ratified (overtaken by Inland Revenue amendment)




Cambridge The Committee approved the line taken Ly the Chairman in his
personal letter to Mrs Gibbons dated 23.7. 80,

London The amendments concerning officers and their functions were
ratified, but the deletion from Rule 2(f) of the reference to resolutions of
Conference, and the consequential new rules were totally unacceptable,

1981 Conference
The Secretary tenderied her resignation on personzl grounds and it was agreed
that the Chairman should approach Mrs Ann Blackrnan to stand for election.
If that failed Mr Hersom thought he might have a candidate in the Mid-Herts
branch. Miss Church did not wish to attend the 1981 Conference.
Mrs Winlelmann and Mr Hilling were due to retire from the Committee
and it was agreed to approach Michael Sharman, Andrew Whittaker, Ross
Winters and Sam Taylor in that order.
Dr Dolmetsch was due to retire as Musical Director and it was agreed that
he should be nominated for re-election.

Action: Chairman
The Committee agreed that a note of the Conference as well as a report on
the Festival should be included in the magazine and that it should refer to
any decision taken on the level of subscriptions.
The Secretary undertook to contact the Edinburgh branch about accommodation
for those attending the Conference. Those present at the meeting indicated
thei r needs,

Future Festivals

1982 the Festival to be organised by Mid-Herts and Beds and N Herts
would be held at Hatfield Polytechnic prcbably on May 22 1982 - but possibly
on 15 or 8 May.

1983 Leicester

1984 Milton Keynes

1985  possibly Manchester or Birmingham

1986 possibly London

Closer liaison with the Dolmetsch ¥Foundation
The Committee discussed the proposals made in Mrs Godwins letters to the
Secretary of 11.6.80 and 16.1.81. but felt that each Society had its own
special interests and that amalgamation would not be very fruitful. Some
members of SRP were already members of the Foundation, but if SRP
subscriptions had to be increased to cover the cost of Foundation literature
it would inevitably result in a loss of membership to the SRP, There would
be no objection to an exchange of a small number of magazines between the
two Secretaries, but the Committee doubted if the arrangement would be of
any value to SRP members generally.

Action: Secretary

The meeting closed with a vote of thanks to Miss Seelig for her kind
hospitality.

Date of next meeting 11 October 1981 at 71 Belsize Park Gardens
London NW3 at 10,30. a.m.
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THHE SCCIETY CF RECCRIDHER PLAYERS
Minutes of a Comn.iitee Meeting held on 11 Octoper 1931
at 71 Belsize Park Gardens London NW3

Present:  Mr Wyatt Chairman
Mr England Treasurer
Mrs Blackman Secretary
Dr Allen Membership Secretary
Miss Wright COS Secretary
Mr Bamiforth
Mr Clark
Mr Hersom
Mr Hunt

Miss Nallen
Mrs Panzeita
Mr Sharman
Dr Taylor

1. Apologies for absence were received from Dr Coles, Mr Ronsor, Dr Bergr.ann,
Dr Dolmetsch and Mr Thorby.

2. Minutes Mr England said that there had been no authority to include Manchester
as a possible location for the 1985 Festival. Subject to deletion of this reference
the Minutes of the last meeting were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

3. Matters arising

Para. 3(4.iii):.Notes for Guidance of Branch Cfficials had been sent out in June 1981,
Para. 3(5): The Chairman reported that the system of magazine distribution was

still working well.

Para. 3(€): It was reported that Cleveland now had 21 members.

Para. 3(7): Membeship lists: ~ The dilemma of classification of members

(geographical v, alphabetical) and the high cost of satisfying both needs was discussed.

NMr Banforth offered to do the list on his school's word-processor and proposed

to list names and addresses by Branches, with a separate alphabetical index giving
Branches only. This offer was accepted with gratitude, and a ceiling cost of £200
for 1000 copies agreed. As Mr Banforth would have access to the processor only
during the Spring half-term it was decide that Rranches shoull be circularised
with a reminder that if their returns were not received by 31 January 1982 their
memoers would probably not appear in the list at all. It was-agreed that the price
of the list should be 25p (including postage); that it should be advertised in the
magazine; and that it would be supplied free to Branch officials and to COS members.
Para. 3(10): Poster blanks would have the emblem in red and would carry the
Society's charity registration number. The circular referred to above would be
used to establish demand from Rranches for this and for headed notepaper.

4. COfficers' reports

The Treasurer circulated the accounts for 1980/81. There was a surplus on the

year of £203, not including the profits on the Festival in Edinburgh which now seemed
likely to amount to £450, a very fine result. The reserves (excluding Edinburgh
profits) stood at £3700. Qur situation was satisfactory, but nevertheless finely

balanced because subscription income did not cover expenditure. £3000 of the reserves

h=d been transferred to the National Savings Investment Account where it would earn
a higher rate of interest.
The Chairman reported on a meeting with Mr Harper of Schotts who had claimed

that the printing cost alone of the magazine was now 62%p per copy and wanted
the Society to agree that they should pay 70p per copy from the December '8% issue.

e b
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Mr Harper had since written formally proposing this: The Chairn an said that the o
discount (30%) was in line with what had been agreed with Schotts back in 1983, The
Committee agreed.

Mr Sharman asked whether it was possible to obtainback copies of the magazine.

Mr Hunt said that these were available from Schotts and would, if necessary, be
xeroxed by them. Mr Hunt said that he would enquire on behalf of Schotts whether
the magazine could be incorporated in University Microfilms and whether this would
be economically feasible.

The Chairman submitted a draft letter to visiting conductors, which was more blunt
than- before about the need for members of the panel to be members of the Society.
The Committee approved the draft. Dr Allen undertook to check the panel against his
list of members.

The Membership Secretary reported that 1980/81 membership stood at 1545.

€. New Rules The Secretary reported that only 21 Branches had responded, of which
12 had adopted the new rules and 9 were awaiting their AGM. It was decide that o
firm letter should be sent to the defaulters emphasising that the new rul es must be
adopted. Formal confirmation should be sought, if necessary, from those Rranches
who had said that they were awaiting their AGM's. Dorset should be informe i that
the statement on the membership card was not sufficient and that the Rranch must
formally notify acceptance of the Rules.

7. New Branches The Secretary reported enquirizs from the following, to whom
full information on branch formation had been sent:~ (1) Mrs Lewin, Rugeley;
(2) Mrs Little, Colchester; (3) Mrs Coe, Peeples; (4) Betty Newton, Stoke,

8. Festivals :

Leicester 1883 The Secretary would enquire how plans were progressing and whether
they needed financial support.

Milton Keynes 1984 It was known that the College of Education at which it had been
intended to hold the Festival had been closed and thet the Cpen University had no
suitable accommodation, It was agreed that the Chairman would write 2sking whether
they still felt confident of being able to organise the 1984 Festival. If not, there
might still be time to find another venue.

Mr Hersom reported that the plans for the 1982 Festival were well advanced.

Mr Bamforth said that Manchester would consider hosting the Festival in 19886.
Fiftieth Anniversary Festival 1987 Mr Bamforth said that this should be suitably
celebrated. The Committee gratefully accepted his offer to prepare a detailed
discussion paper for the March 1982 meeting.

9. Any other business

(&) The Committee discussed the Bristol Branch recommendation that a percentage
of Festival profits should always be paid to the hbst branch and agreed that agreed
that it would be appropriate to make an ex gratia payment to suceessful Festival
hosts, each case to be considered on'its merits. A payment of £50 should be paid to
Edinburgh.

(b) Mr Hunt reported the proposed formation of an Early Music Association and
suggeste ] that the Society should be represented at the inaugural meeting on 31st
Cctober. Dr Allen agreed to attend on behalf of SRP,

(c) Requests for pastoral visits from Leicester and Newcastle were approved,

(d) Mr Sharman pointed that it was not easy to establish whether attendance at a
particular week-end or summer course was recognised as qualifying atkendance for the
purpose of CSRP. It was suggested that recognised courses should be indicated by an
asterisk in the check-list published in the magazine. The Chairman agreed to write
to Dr Coles.

The meeting closed at 3.00 with a vote of thanks to Miss Seelig for hospitality. The

Treasurer would send her a £5 book token at Christmas.
Date of next meeting Sunday March 14 1982. j ~/

(" ?7.82 mwcas




THE SOCTETY: OF RECORDER PLAYERS
ﬁﬁ&Rf’pﬂ
Kﬁ:\ ﬁ?f\ Minutes of a Committee Meeting
O i% 24 held on 14 March 1982
(\§§>§QE§; at 28 Belsize Square, London NW3
[' dg§5) Present: Mr Wyatt Chairman
LZZ;? 3 Mr England Treasurer
= Mrs Blackman Secretary
Dr Allien Membership Secretary
Miss Wright COS Secretary

Mr Bamforth
Dr Bergmann
Mr Clark

Mr Hersom
Mrs Panzetta
Mr Sharman
Dr Taylor

Mr Thorby

1, Apologies for absence were received from Mr Bonsor, Dr Coles,

C
Dr Dolmetsch, Mr Hunt, Miss Nallen.
Minutes of the last meeting were signed as a correct recorxrd.

Matters arising

Para.3(7) Membership lists. Mr Bamforth reported that because
the word processor to which he had access had proved unsuitable
for the purpose, it would not now be practicable to produce the
list by hoth Branches and alphabetically. He proposed and the
Committee agreed that the list would be by Branches only, with
names and addresses alphabetically within each Branch. The

this should be left to the discretion of Mr Bamforth and
Mr England subject to available space, but not making space
available by adding extra pages.
A circular letter to Branches, enclosing the Conference Agenda,
would cover:

a) requirements for new membership list .

b) requirements for SRP notepaper and poster blanks

c) a reminder that there must be two signatures on all

cheques
d) a request that confirmation, where necessary, that the
new Rules had hecen adopted

4, Officers' Reports. The Chairman reported on his correspon-
dence with Mr Harper of Schotts over the price of the magazine.
He had written to emphasize the point that the SRP must have
at least 18 months' notice of any increase in price in order
to alter the SRP suhbhscription rates to accommodate such
increase,
6. New Rules. The Chairman reported that 8 Branches had not
vet responded, and from 9 confirmation of adoption of the
Rules at their AGMs was awaited.
8. Festivals. The Chairman reported that Leicester were going
ahead for 1983, and the Festival had in fact been advertised
in the 1982 Festival Programme, Milton Keynes, however, could
not now undertake the 1984 Festival., It was decided that
Glasgow be asked whether they would be willing to bring forward
their Festival from 1985 to 1984, and on the basis of their
answer, Branches be asked to offer suggestions (via their
representatives at the 1982 Confcrencc) for either 1984 or
1985, This request to be added to circular letter to Branches.
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9(d) Any other business. The Chairman had written to Dr Coles,
who had replied that attendance at approved courses was no
longer a CSRP requirement. A discussion on the CSRP followed
in which Mr Bamforth suggested that a much firmer lead should
be given by the Committee to Branches about the need to put
candidates forward for the CSRP. The Chairmen doubted whether
Branches would respond to anything in the nature of a direc-—
tive, but agreed to discuss with D Coles:

as whether he would want a strongly-worded circular sent

to Branches

hg whether he would address the Conference on the CSRP

c) whether he would write an article on CSRP for the
magazine

Officers' Reports

The Chairman announced that although he was willing to stand
for re-election, he would not hbe prepared to continue in office
beyond his 65th birthday in 1985, He suggested and it was
agreed that Mr Thorby, retiring from the Committee this year,
should be nominated by the Committee for election as a Musical
Director. :

The Chairman reported correspondence with Mr Roscoe about the
admission of children to Branch membership. He had advised

Mr Roscoe that it was not certain whether the Rules as now
worded permitted a Branch to exclude anyvone from membership

on grounds of age, If Mr Roscoe's Branch wished to do so,

they should consult the Committee.

The Treasurer reported a surplus last year of £202, and the
Accounts presented to the last Meeting had now heen audited.
Subscriptions had been received from all Branches except Bath
and Ireland. Membership and subscriptions were down 5% on

last year, as well as Bank Interest from January to June owing
to transfer of £3000 from reserves to the National Savings
Bank last August, which only pays interest annually - though
we will eventually receive a much higher rate of interest on
it. He reported £30 from the sale of SRP sweaters, but no
royalties as yet from Schotts. He informed the Committee that
Inland Revenue were still endeavouring to collect Corporation
Tax from SRP, VWhen he received the Demand he returned it with
a copy of the Rules apointing out that the Society is now a
Charity. John Turner is now taking up the matter for the
Society. The Treasurer next presented his suggestions for
1982/83 subscription rates (to be ratified by Conference) to
cover the increased cost of the magazine and postage: a minimum
increase of £1 would be needed for all those taking the maga-
zine, but a further 50p now, in addition to the £1, would cover
further inflation for 2/3 years. It was therefore proposed and
carried that £1.50 be added, with £1 for students, making the
rates:

Full mem- Full mem- Student Student Household

ber with ber w/o with w/o member—
Branch magazine magazine magazine magazine ship
01ld style &£5.00 - £3.50 - £6,00
New style 4,50 21550 61185)0) £1.00 -

The Treasurer said that he was in discussion with John Turner
about the possihbility of introducing a scheme for covenanting
of subscriptions. He hoped to be able to report on this to
the Conference. The Committee agreed that if such a scheme
were introduced, the majority of the tax relief should go to
the Branches.

)
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Magazine Officer. Dr Taylor reported that Branches had been

asked to cut down the length of their reports and had done so.

Conference Agenda

Apologies

Minutes of last Conference
Matters arising
Officers' reports

Election of Officers and Committee
Future Festivals

CSRP (Dr Coles to address Conference)
Branch's amendments to Rules

New Branches

10. Any other business
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Committee Nominations
a) Committee Members. Mr Thorby and Miss Nallen are retiring.
The advantages/desirahbility of having more women on the Commit-
tee having been agreed, it was proposed that the following
should he approached by the Chairman to stand for nomination:

Anne Bonniksen

Lyndon Hilling

Nancy Winkelmann

Anne Martin
b) Musical Directors. Mr Clark was willing and Mr Hunt would
be asked if he were willing to stand again. Mr Thorby would
also be nominated.
c) The Treasurer said he would stand again, but would like
next year to be his last in office.
d) Chairman, e) Secretary, f) Auditor, g) Membership Secretary,
h) COS Secretary all agreed to stand again. The nomination of
Officers was proposed and agreed en bloc, re-election to be
ratified by Conference.

Subscriptions dealt with under Treasurer's report,

Adoption of Rules. The Chairman and Secretary as a sub-
committee had considered amendments proposed by Cumbria and
Cambridge. They recommended that the Cumbria amendments should
be accepted, but that there were a few points in the Cambridge
draft where the Committee should insist that the wording of
specimen rules should be followed., Also the Cambridge rules
made no provision for election of the one Committee member.

The Committee agreed.

New Branches. The three new Branches, South Staffordshire,
Nottinghamshire and North Staffordshire were to be put forward
for ratification by Conference. It was noted with regret that
the Fife Farly Music Society had been disbanded, and that the
Treasurer was to deal with disposal of any assets.

Fiftieth Anniversary of SRP. Mr Bamforth, as promised, presen-
ted for consideration the following suggestions:
a) to be held in London, being both a central pivot and the
easiest for everyone to get to
all Branches should be involved in the event
there should be evening concert and massed playing on
stage
there should be continuous competitions, including one
for Branches as a playing unit
SRP orchestras should combine and have a commissioned
work to play (e.g, from SRP President, Michael Tippett)
f) obtain a Royal Visitor (as Patron ?)
g) the whole programme to be commercially recorded and thus
(hopofully) help to pay for itself with after sales
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Mr Bamforth felt that all Branches must be activated to assist,
as local voluntary energy availahle would not be sufficient to
do anything in a big way. He suggested trying to get sponsors
to help in the funding. But he urged that the aim of the SRP
as a society must be investigated before the type ofi festival
could be decided, i.e. whether we were to look back on Tty
years' past 1life or towards the next fifty years of new vigour:
vas the occasion to be a big event and a corporate effort, or
just another "branch festival"? There was general agreement

in the Committee that (1) the event should be held in London,
(2) that it should he a corporate effort by a National Commit-
tee drawn from Branches (though London would have to do the
domestic work - accommodation, etc.) and (3) there should be
specialist sub-~committees for delegated Jobs, e.g. appeals
committee,etc.

Mr Thorby then presented a number of proposals for extending
the activities of the Society into areas not covered hitherto.
He said that the Society had little or nothing to offer to
most professionals, students and serious amateurs, and that
there was a gap here which, if not filled by the Society, might
be filled hy some newly-formed body., It was agreed that more
detailed discussion was needed of both Mr Bamforth's and

Mr Thorby's suggestions. A special meeting would therefore
take place on Sunday 25 April 1982 at 28 Belsize Square at
10.30 a.m. Mr, Thorby and Mr Bamforth would prepare papers
for ciqglatiom to the Committee beforehand.

The meeting closed at 3.45 p.m. Thanks were extended to

Dr Bergmann for providing a meeting place, and to Mrs Wyatt
who provided an excellent lunch and Miss Seelig who most
kindly served it for us.




THE SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS

Minutes of a Committee Meeting
held on 25 April 1982
at 28 Belsize Square, London NW3

Present:

Mr Wyatt Chairman
Mr England Treasurer
Mrs Blackman Secretary
Dr Allen Membership Secretary
Mr Bamforth

Dr Bergmann

Mr Clark

Dr Dolmetsch

Mr Hersom

Mr Hunt

Miss Nallen

Mr Sharman

Mr Thorby

1. Apologies for absence were received from Dr Coles, Mrs Panzetta,
Dr Taylor, Mr Bonsor,

2, Minutes of the last meeting were signed as a correct record.

3. Matters arising
a) sembership Lists. Mr Bamforth reported that the list was with
the printer and would be ready for sale at the Festival. The cost
for 400 copies would be £124,  He paid tribute to the great help
he had received from Mr England, The Chairman said that a show of
hands-at a recent London meeting had revealed that some 80% of
members would want to buy it at 25p. If that were repeated in
other branches, 400 copies would be quite inadequate, The Com-
mittee therefore asked Mr Bamforth to increase the print order
to 1000, and confirmed the earlier decision to sell it to members
at 25p. :
b) Officers' Reports., The Chairman reported receipt of a letter
from Schotts saying that the cover price of the magazine would go
up to £1.25 from March 1983, The Treasurer said that to provide
for this it would be necessary to add a further 50p to the
increases proposed at the last meeting for all those taking the
magazine, The Committee agreed,
¢) Festivals. The Chairman reported that the Glasgow Branch Sec-
retary had thought it likely that the Branch would see no objec-
tion to bringing their PFestival forward to 1984, but he would
need to consult his Committee, Other Branch Secretaries had been
asked to think about 1985,
d) CSRP. The Chairman had seen Dr Coles who was willing to speak
on the CSRP to the Conference and to write an article for the
magazine, Dr Coles, who had recently circularised Branch Sec-
retaries himself, saw no virtue in a further approach at this
time from the Committee,
e) Elections, Mr Thorby had expressed reservations about stand-
ing for election as Musical Director if that office remained
purely that of a figurehead, After discussion of his paper he
agreed to allow his name to go forward and the Committee agreed
that it should, .

AN




4,

Mr Thorby's Paper (attached) -
K(3) & (iv). It was agreed that the affiliation provisions of
Rule 14 provided the machinery for most of what Mr Thorby was
proposing. Discussion centred on ways of (a) informing school
teachers of what was available and (b) energising Branches to
approach the schools. Miss Nallen suggested a circular to mem-
bers of the Music Advisers Association, but Mr Hersom said that
in present conditions this would be wasted on a badly overworked
force, UMr Bamforth suggested the formation of a small task force
which would draw up a programme of ways in which co-operation
with schools could be increased, and would visit Branches to dis-
cuss this with them, Mr Bamforth agreed to head such a task
force and was given power to co-opt. He would address the Con-
ference on the subject. Mr Thorby suggested that pastoral visit-
ors should explore the possibility of conducting a morning meet-
ing for schools and teachers when they visited a Branch,
A(iii). The Chairman reported that he was engaged in a factual
survey of plastic instruments for "The American Recorder", When
it was complete he would make copies available to the Committee
who, if they concluded that it was useful, could decide how it
might be disseminated,
Bgi;. Mr Thorby agreed to chair a sub-committee which would
elaborate and cost this and other proposals, He was given power
to co-opt. He agreed to address the Conference on the subject.
B(ii). Mr Hunt pointed out that the magazine was a commercial
publication, and it was essentially for Schotts to promote it.
He would discuss the possibilities with Mr Harper.
BfiiiE. This would be looked at by Mr Thorby's sub-committee,
Dr ‘Dolmetsch offered his services.
B(iv). Mr Thorby's sub-committee would put this idea to Leicester
or incorporation in its 1983 Festival programme, and would con-
sider drawing up advice for other Branches organising Festivals,
B(v) & (vi). Pinding a volunteer to act as librarian and adequate
housing for the library might not be easy. Mr Thorby's sub-
committee would consider how the search might be conducted.
Dr Dolmetsch, Mr Bamforth and Mr Thorby offered material,
C(i). Mr Hunt agreed to chair a sub-committee which would look
into this suggestion., He was given power to co-opt. He would
approach John Thompson about the possible use of Ely House,
Cgiiz. Mr Hunt agreed to approach individual British.recorder
mekers and to run a series of short articles in the magazine
about the type of instrument they were making.
D(i)., Mr Clark said that Birmingham Branch had recently organi-
Sed 2 recital by Ross Winters but had got only a small response.
He felt that considerable organisation was called for and that
a catchment area much wider than the membership of a single
Branch was required. It was nevertheless agreed that the pro-
posal should be pursued and that the first step should be for
Mr Thorby to present the proposals to Branch representatives at
the Conference and assess reactions,

Mr Bamforth's Paper (attached) ,

(I). There was general agreement that the scale of the pro-
posals was wrong., Mr Hunt suggested a full Purcell Room was
preferable to an almost empty Albert Hall, Dr Bergmann consider-
ed that recorder orchestras were still a long way off a standard
where their performances could properly be put before the general
concert-going public. It was agreed therefore that the 1987
Festival would be, in most respects, on normal lines; there would
be a professional concert as the concluding item, open to the
public, aiming at an audience of perhaps 800; the Festival would
be organised by the Committee, with the London Branch providing
workers,
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