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THE SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS 

P r a s i d s n t : Sir MEchacI T i p p * t t 

Rcg ta t c r sd Cha r i t y No. 2 8 2 7 5 1 

MINUTES OP COMMITTEE M3ETING 

Sunday 15 October 1989 

at "Hafren", Coxcombe Lane 
Ghiddingfold, Surrey GU8 4QP 

Present; 

Mr Danbury 
Prof. Parkin 
Mrs Blackman 
Dr Allen 
Mrs Reddaway 
Mrs Martin 
Dr Dolmetsch 
Mr Evry 

Chairman 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Membership Secretary 
COS Secretary 
CSRP Secretary 

Mr Hersom 
Mrs Mason 
Miss Newton 
Miss 0'Kelly 
Miss 0'Sullivan 
Miss Seviour 
Dr Short 
Mr Wyatt 

The Chairman welcomed the three new members of the Committee, 
Mr Evry, Miss Newton and Dr Short. 

1, Apologies for absence were received from Mr Hunt. 

2. The Minutes of the last meeting were taken as read and signed 
by the Chairman as a true record. 

3, There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

4. Officers' reports 

(a) The Secretary reported the new Edinburgh Branch Secretary, 
iwJ M«r Eileen Pinlayson. An enquiry from Adam Dopadlik, a teacher 

in Cambridge, about forming an SEP group of a number of recorder 
pupils, had been received and she had advised that this should 
be referred to Cambridge Branch for possible affiliation. 

(b) The Treasurer said he was holding the books open as he had 
not yet received the final accounts for the Alva Festival this 
year and also SEP sales at the Exhibition of Early Musical Instru-
ments last month; but he could report that there seemed a reason-
able surplus so far. Suffolk Branch had been given a £150 float 
for next year's Festival. Committee agreed that the 1990 Scot-
tish Festival should be allowed a float; and also agreed that 
the 1988 Scottish Festival should be granted &50 from Central 
Funds since the Society had reaped the benefit of its profitable 
meeting. The Chairman reported that National Savings Investment 
Accounts are to be withdrawn from Charities. In view of this, 
and although interest rates may be lower, the Treasurer was 
authorized to make suitable arrangements with a Building Society. 

(c) The COS Secretary reported that so far for 1989/90 127 have 
•renewed their membership, but there are 72 laggards to be re-
minded, of whom she expects some 48 will renew. There have been 
14 new members since Conference in June, and 30 since October 
1988, although 7 have resigned since October 1988 and 4 have 
transferred to Branches. She also reported that &120 had been 



contributed to the Walter Bergmann Memorial Fund by COS members 
with their subscriptions this Autumn. Mrs Reddaway has been 
handling the mailing lists for the workshops and she would now 
like someone else to take over. It will be necessary to retain 
only the non-Society members on the list, since Branch members 
will get information at Branch meetings; and, further, there 
need only be one mailing a year, as the details are to be con-
tained in an annual leaflet in future. The mailing up to date 
has been done "by hand", and Mr Wyatt suggested that this new 
list could well be put on computer with facility to print sticky 
labels, as he had done for London Branch membership, and this 
was agreed. The Committee expressed its appreciation of the 
excellent card index compiled by Mrs Reddaway, 

(d) The CSRP Secretary reported that their committee had met in 
September to revise the syllabus. The contents, while similar, 
are to be more clearly set out; it will be shorter, more concise 
and with a different lay-out. Every applicant is to have a copy 
of the Teacher's Guide and notes on arranging; where relevant 
the committee will liaise with course organizers. With the 
resignation from the committee of Jane Ward, Mrs Martin sugges-
ted that the examiners be now kept at 4 instead of 5, so that 
the vacancy could be used to co-opt a member in a local area of 
an examination. Some members felt that this might be viewed as 
a means of favouring the local candidate, though it was agreed 
that such a decision by the CSRP committee should be sanctioned 
by Central Committee; and it was further suggested that a list 
of possible people to co-opt could be drawn up by the CSRP Com-
mittee for approval by Central Committee. The CSRP Committee 
would bring suggested rule changes to the next Committee meeting. 
Miss 0'Kelly reported that the American Recorder Society had 
produced a Player's Guide, which she was at present trying out 
in her evening classes and, if successful, she might consider 
working on a similar UK guide. There was a short discussion on 
whether the Certificate should be open to non-SRP members, and 
it was agreed that, while the fee for non-members should be 
higher than that for Society members (£10 difference at the 
moment) and that, at the same time, they should be'encouraged to 
join the Society, they should not be discouraged since other 
degree/qualification-giving bodies do not all limit them to 
their own members, and also this might be a way of promoting the 
Society if outsiders become interested in the examination. 

(e) The Membership Secretary said the present figure was 1642. 
There had been a large amount of correspondence to the Officers 
of the Society from Mr R. Shuttleworth, who first proposed the 
new Branch of West Suffolk and became its Chairman, over the 
question of membership of more than one Branch, While the tenor 
of the Rules is that you can only join the Society once and that 
there is no specific mention in the Rules of associate or special 
membership (where full members of a Branch also wish to partici-
pate in another neighbouring Branch) , Mr Shuttleworth had 
requested that a formal proposition be put to Committee: "That 
the practice of the Society should be changed to allow member-
ship of more than one Branch," One of his complaints was that 
these "special" members are not recorded in the "adoptive" Branch 
list - in the case of West Suffolk only the 16 new full members 
were listed in the latest membership list, whereas 23 people had 
actually joined the new Branch, the 7 omitted being already full 
members of Cambridge and Suffolk (as well as being the office 
bearers of the new Branch). The Chairman felt that there should 

J 3 0 

t 31 

I g 

i 
) 



3 

5 3 0 

t 31 

I g 
J 
i 

I 

be a rationalization of what has been done in these circumstances 
on an ad hoc basis, and also as there was the consideration of 
whether "special" membership should allow equal rights and privi-
leges. The Committee agreed that the Society's existing Rules 
do not permit a member to join the Society more than once. 
Chairman then proposed an optional Branch (not Society) Rule 1(e): 
"The Branch may admit any member of the Society as an Associate/ 
Special member, Associate/Special members shall pay such Branch 

. subscription as the Branch Committee shall determine and enjoy 
the same privileges in relation to the Branch as the Branch mem— 

! bers unless the Branch Committee resolve otherwise." It vma 
agreed that this be proposed to Conference to be put in the 
Specimen Branch Rules, aad that ezisting Branches could adopt the 

: additional rule if they wished. In considering how this would 
affect the Members List, the Chairman said that members would 

j continue to be placed in their main Branch only; but, on request, 
j for any specific reason, could be allowed to appear,with an 

asterisk, in the Branch lists of which they are Special members. 
Committee agreed. 

5, Pastoral Visits 

The Chairman queried whether the Society could continue offering 
free pastoral visits, since many conductors on the panel are 
professionals and have to forgo teaching etc. time to give free 
services to the SRP and sometimes perform services that would 
otherwise be income-producing; and he therefore wondered whether 
payment should be considered. Dr Dolmetsch and Mr Wyatt were 
both reluctant to depart from the voluntary status,especially 
since the Society is a charity. Miss 0'Kelly explained that 
"popular" conductors now have waiting lists because professionals 
cannot give up teaching commitments (i.e. income) in order to 
undertake voluntary conducting, so have to limit themselves to a 
restricted number of invitations a year. She also felt that to 
some degree the free offering of services which normally are 
paid for was a down-grading of both their profession and pro-
fessional qualifications. Not all members agreed and Dr Dol-
metsoh and others said they treated their paid and unpaid 
services equally. Dr Short suggested, that Branches might nego-
tiate a fee with the conductor which they would pay, while 
Central Funds would bear the travelling expenses as usual. No 
decision was arrived at as this matter would come up for dis-
cussion again, 

6. Future Festivals 

1990 Ipswich. The Treasurer considered that this was a more 
adventurous Festival than most. The budget has been for an 
attendance of 300, with a &9.50 ticket for the two days. A 
Festival work has been commissioned from Andrew Charlton, and 
in lieu of a fee the Festival Committee has taken a half-page 
advertisement in the Magazine advertising both the work and the 
composer. Mrs Usher, the Festival Organizer, has assembled a 
lot of Suffolk tourist brochures, maps and accommodation lists 
etc. being sent to Branch Secretaries. There will be a creche 
available. The Conference will be held in the 6th Form Common 
Room of the School, 

1991 North & South Staffs. No further information received. 



7. Visiting Conductors List 

Mr Ian Wilson had suggested two members of Glasgow Branch as 
worthy additions to the panel: Mrs Rosemary McGillivray and 

The Committee agreed and the Secretary was asked to invite 
them to join the panel. 

8. Moeck and Schott Competitions 

The Chairman reported that Mr Hunt wishes to relinquish the 

ening the advertising as it seems at the moment to te r&ther 
London-based, and it may be possible to work it^up as a high 
class workshop. Miss O'Sullivan will discuss these matters 
with Mr Harper at Schotts. Mr Wyatt wondered how this com-
petition compared with Bruges; but it was pointed out that_ 
Bruges is international and our two competitions are only tor 
the UK and should remain so. 

9. Extension of SEP activities 

(a) Workshops. Five workshops are planned for 1989/90 in the 
new venue, Christchurch Primary School, London SW2, costing 
£150 per day: this, cost, however, should be balanced by the 
increased fees of £20 for SEP members and £30 for non-members. 
Membership of the SRP would be encouraged, and even a year s 
subscription of £7.50 is obviously less than the extra non-
member fee. There will be no age bar for this season s work-^ 
shops. After Christmas Miss 0'Kelly will commence planning tne 
1990/91 season. It was reported that Norwich Branch was plan-
ning a workshop. 

(b) Mr Hersom reported that the Teacher's Guide was approaching 
the 4000 mark. Suggestions and comments always welcome. 

(c) It was decided that a further 5000 SRP brochures should be 
ordered with one or two amendments, and Mr Wyatt agreed to 
approach the printers. These would be available to Branches 
free of charge. 

10. Walter Bergmann Memorial Fund 

With a team of volunteers Miss 0'Kelly ran a stall for the 
Fund at the London.Exhibition of Early Musical Instruments on 
29 September-1 October, which was sponsored by the Early Music 
Shop (Bradford). She had commissioned an SRP T-shirt for it, 
on sale together with recorder bags, stands, sheet music of 
Bergmann arrangements etc. The SRP brochure was displayed, and 
amongst many enquiries about 30 were for the Society itself. 
The sales produced £250 profit for the Fund. It was agreed 
that the income and expenditure for this activity would be 
accounted for in the Society's general fund. The profit from 
the activity, as calculated in Miss 0'Kelly's accounts and 
agreed by the Treasurer, will be transferred to the Memorial 
Fund. Miss 0'Kelly felt that the stall had been very worthwhile. 



Of the T-shirts 100 of the 150 ordered were sold, and it was 
decided that more would be ordered for the 1990 Festival. The 
Treasurer said that c.£3300 had been received for the Fund last 
year, of which c.£2000+ were donations, c.£1000+ sale of Wal-
ter's music, £46 interest and £37 royalties. The total paid 
out so far is £162 to three recipients; (1) a Glasgow student 
to attend the Leeds course, (2) purchase of a better recorder 
for a student and (3) fee for another student to take a grade 
examination. With the new handbill, displayed at the Exhibi-
tion, Miss 0'Kelly is prepared to undertake a major promotional 
exercise with Branch Secretaries, colleges and teachers. She 
reported that Schotts were prepared to give a covenanted dona-
tion to the Fund. Miss 0'Kelly would be pleased to hear of any 
worthy recipients of Fund assistance. 

11. Any other business 

(a) It was reported that Mr Hunt is beginning to think about a 
successor as Editor of the magazine. The word "music" is to be 
dropped from the title and from March 1990 it will be 
"The Recorder Magazine". 

(b) Mr Hersom reported that on the request of Freda Dinn's com-
^ panion, , he had begun sorting Freda's music, which 

she wishes the Society to have. With few exceptions it is all 
single copies of recorder music, some strings etc. as well as 
many out-dated primers and now defunct music magazines. He said 
he would eventually liaise with other Committee members about 
pricing and disposal. 

(c) Mr Wyatt's survey of plastic instruments to appear in the 
December issue of the magazine has had references to a number 
of Korean_instruments removed to obviate the possibility of 
libel action by the various manufacturers, 

(d) Both Miss 0'Kelly and Miss 0'Sullivan felt that the Teacher's 
Guide, though continuing in popularity, might better reflect its 
worth by being printed rather than duplicated, since often prin-
ted matter commands more attention and is held in higher regard 
than when it is duplicated. Miss 0'Sullivan also felt that a 
more realistic price than 25p (when ordering multiple copies) 
could be charged. Mr Hersom said that in its present form it is 
very easy to up-date as well as being possible to achieve wider 
dissemination by being free; and the Treasurer pointed out that 
printing requires large print numbers to be viable, even though 
it might make more impact in a printed form for library shelves. 
It was suggested that it could have a printed cover while retain-
ing its duplicated contents. The matter was left for further 
discussion. 

(e) Mrs Martin reported that she had been able to get into con-
tact with Frau Charlotte Zimmermann, Walter Bergmann's former 
secretary in Germany, a lady probably now in her 80s and who 
seemed surprised but delighted to be consulted about her old 
employer. 

12. The date of the next meeting was fixed for Sunday 4 February 
1990 at the home of Mr Wyatt at 10 for 10.30 am, 

Dr Dolmetsch proposed a vote of thanks to Mr and Mrs Martin 
for their warm hospitality, and the meeting closed at c.3.00 pm 

. after a break for an excellent lunch 

• m V 
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THE SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS 

P r e s i d e n t : Sir Michael T i p p e t t 

Reglmtered C h a r i t y No. 2 8 3 7 5 1 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING 

Sunday 4 February 1990 

at 8 Wilton Grove, London SW19 

Present: 

Mr Danbury 
Professor Parkin 
Mrs Blackman 
Dr Allen 
Mrs Martin 
Dr Dolmetsch 
Mr Hersom 

Chairman 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Membership Secretary 
CSRP Secretary 

Mr Hunt 
Mrs Mason 
Miss 0'Kelly 
Miss 0'Sullivan 
Miss Seviour 
Dr Short 
Mr Wyatt 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Miss Newton, 
Mr Evry and Mrs Reddaway (COS Secretary). 

2. The Minutes of the last meeting were taken as read and signed 
by the Chairman as a true record with the following correc-
tions: p.5 Ida Mabbett not Ivy Mabbutt; p.7 Miss Eileen 
Pinlayson not Mrs, 

3. Matters arising 

Item 7. The Secretary reported that Mrs Ethel Allan, Miss 
Margaret Simpson and Mr James CMalley had agreed to serve on 
•the panel of Visiting Conductors, but Mrs Rosemary McG-illivray 
had declined for family reasons. 

Item 9(c). Mr Wyatt reported that the printer of the present 
brochure, Bob Brand, had agreed to run,another print with 
alterations, but in the meantime he and Mr Hersom had produced 
a duplicated version for consideration by Committee, a compari-
son of cost being: present printed leaflet cost c.£285 for 
5000 copies, whereas the duplicated one would be £52 for 5000, 
There followed a discussion on the relative merits of each 
presentation: some members felt that printing looked more pro-
fessional and could be a more attractive influence, but print-
ing requires a print of 5000 to be viable; while duplicating, 
besides being cheaper, can be done as required and also altered 
or up-dated more easily, and can be done on any coloured paper. 
On being put to the vote, a majority of members voted for the 
retention of the present brochure and for reprinting with 
alterations, Mr Hunt asked that Schotts be given a supply of 
the brochures. 

Item 11(b). Mr Hersom reported that he had now sorted Freda 
Dinn's music and all string and piano works had been given to 
the Junior Department of the Royal College. There remained 
the task of dealing with the recorder music from a money-making 
angle: educational matter (textbooks etc.), single copies of 
scores, amongst which is a complete set of the old SRP/Schott 
series and the manuscript copy of the Bains Fantasia. Mr Wyatt 
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and Mr Kenworthy had'helped with the disposal of Walter Berg-
mann's music and he asked that he be given some assistance 
with the present music, for which Mr Hunt and Mr Danbury 
volunteered. 

4. Officers' reports 

(a) The Secretary reported that she had recently received four 
Overseas enquiries about membership. 

(b) The Treasurer presented the audited accounts for the year 
ending 50 September 1989, having now received the awaited 1989 
National Festival accounts, pointing out that the new format 
showed receipts and expenditure together for each item. While 
the profit from the sale of T-shirts was included, it had not 
yet been transferred to the Bergmann Fund. He said the situ-
ation was similar to last year, and explained the slight drop 
in subscriptions as being due to one Branch having been, late 
in submitting their returns. There was a small surplus on 
activities, and he felt we would probably break even next year, 
The principal funds had now been transferred from the National 
Savings Fund to Barclays, but the CSRP funds remained with 
Bradford & Bingley. It was then proposed by Mrs Martin and 
seconded by Mrs Mason and Committee agreed that the audited 
accounts as presented be accepted.. Mr Hunt reported that 
Schotts were not contemplating any increase in the magazine 
price. Subscriptions had remained steady since 1986, also the 
price of. the magazine * If the situation stays the same, 
although there may be a small loss next year, the Treasurer 
felt there was no call yet for an increase in subscription 
rates, only should there be some big planned expenditure 
within the Society. 

(c) The 008 Secretary's report was submitted in her absence. 
There are 174 paid-up members, of whom 33 are new: 127 in the 
UK, 17 in Europe and 30 world-wide; with renewal awaited from 
38 members (31 UK, 4 Europe and 3 world-wide). There have 
been 4 transfers to Branches and 8 resignations since the new 
Members List came out. Of the 33 new members, 6 joined 
through attending workshops, 2 joined at the Early Musical 
Instruments Exhibition and 2 at Horsforth Summer School. 
Following her report to the last meeting, she had weeded out 
from the workshops mailing list all the SRP playing Branch 
members, of which there are about 50, leaving a manageable 

individuals on the list, which she said she was 
willing to cope with should no-one else want to take on the 

been agreed at the last meeting that this list 
could be put on computer with facility to print sticky labels. 

(g) The OSRP Secretary said the revised syllabus contained 
the same basic content but endeavoured to clarify what is 
expected of candidates. The Examination Sub-committee were 
delaying final printing of the syllabus until the various 
points were considered in light,of experience. Mrs Martin 
reported that they had received an enquiry from an SRP member 
in Singapore, who was told that only a visit to the UK could 
secure him an examination. 

(e) The Membership Secretary reported that so far only half 
the numberofBranches had submitted their returns, of which 
half showed gains and half losses. He said he had received a 
request from Notts Branch to have a permanent membership card 
to which would be attached an annual subscriptions receipt, 



instead of iasuing a fresh card each year. Provided every 
member received a card (required by our charitable status), 
the Committee agreed that Notts' request could be granted. 

5. Conference arrangements 

(a) A Conference Agenda was agreed, 

(b) Mrs Usher, the Ipswich Festival Oo-ordinator, had repor-
ted to the Secretary that the number of direct enquiries for 
Festival information she had received from various Branch mem-
bers made her suspect that Branch Secretaries had failed to 
supply their members with both Festival information and the 
application forms already sent to the Branches to expedite 
applications. Committee agreed that a paragraph be included 
in the Conference letter urging Branch Secretaries to rectify 
this omission if necessary. 

(c) Elections 

i) All Officers were willing to stand for re-election. 

ii) Committee. Miss 0'Sullivan was due for automatic 
retirement and,to make the necessary two vacancies available, 
Mrs Mason would also be retiring. With reference to Miss 
0'Sullivan, it was proposed by Mr Hersom and seconded by 
Mr Hunt that she be invTted to attend Committee meetings as 

. the Administrator of the Moeck and Schott biennial competitians, 
with the right to speak but not to vote, and Committee agreed. 
Branches would, as usual, be invited to submit nominations for 
the two vacancies, but should none be forthcoming, Committee 
should have some in hand, and the following were proposed; 

Michael Sharraan 
Moira Usher 
Peter Sturgeon 
Margaret Simpson 

proposed Mr Hunt 
Prof.Parkin 
Mr Hersom 
Miss 0'Sullivan 

seconded Mrs Martin 
Dr Short 
Mias O'Kelly 
Dr Dolmetsch 

and the Secretary was asked to invite them to accept nomination, 

iii) Musical Director. Mr Hersom was due to retire and the 
Secretary was instructed to ask the members of the Musical 
Director pool whether they were willing to stand for election 
to the vacancy, 

iv) Hon. life Membership. West Riding Branch wished to sug-
gest the nomination of Sister Mary Austin, their former Chair-
man and Musical Director, who retired in 1988 after having been 
a driving force in the Branch for a great number of years, and 
Committee agreed with pleasure to put her forward for election 
as, an Honorary Life Member at the Conference. 

Future Festivals 

1991 - no further details to hand 

199-̂ ' - Branches would again be asked for volunteers for this 
year, pointing out that if there were no offers, the 1992 
National Festival would have to lapse. 

Visiting Conductors List 

Miss Seviour suggested Bruce Ptnnick as a suitable conductor. 
Committee agreed and the Secretary was asked to invite him to 
join the panel. Miss O'Kelly felt that the panel should 
include more young conductors, not just as far as age is 
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concerned, but because they might well have new ideas to pre-
sent to, the movement; but she pointed out that various suit-
able professional musicians were engaged in income-producing 
commitments in the weekends, for which most conductors are 
invited and on which most part-time teachers rely; this again 
raised the question of payment of fees for such pastoral 
visitors as a means of superseding their regular income. It 
was further suggested that there could be a separate conduc-
tors list containing professionals requiring a fee for conduc-
ting (but still needing to be Society members) or be included 
in the general list with an indication that a fee. is required. 
It was agreed that this should be put to Conference and Miss 
0'Kelly would prepare a draft list of names to present. 

8, CSRP Examination Sub-committee 

Mrs Martin suggested that the Committee should have power to 
approve a list of additional examiners, including Musical Direc-
tors of the Society, who could be asked to act at any examina-
tion when necessary. She was given permission to approach 
members to serve in this capacity. The Committee felt that 
there should be a minimum of 2 examiners for each examination. 
The Chairman proposed the following amendment to Rule 5(p) to 
be put to Conference: 

"The Committee may at any time nominate an Examination Sec-
retary and not more than five Examiners (all of whom shall be 
members of the Society) who shall be the members of the Examin-
ation Sub-committee. /Remainder of Rule as before; 'Any Exam-
ination Secretary so nominated...any substitutes are appointed 
in their place.1/ ADD; "The Committee shall have power to 
approve other members of the Society whom the Sub-committee 
may appoint as additional examiners to assist at any 
examination," 

Committee agreed that this amendment be put to Conference. 

9. Extension of SRP activities 

(a) Miss 0'Kelly reported that she had been working on the 
American Recorder Society's Education Programme Guide for 
Adults, in her own classes in the last three months (one sec-
tion a week) and her students had found it useful to get an 
overall picture of music theory (especially aural exercises, 
rhythm, etc.); and she therefore felt there is a case for pre-
paring such a guide in this country and suggested that the SRP 
might prepare a parallel syllabus. The impact of the new 
Schools' Curriculum on music can be considered. It was re-
ported that the Early Music Centre have already prepared a 
GCSE pack. Miss 0'Kelly said she was too busy to prepare such 
a guide, but Mrs Mason is at present working on a guide for 
schools for her Authority and said she was willing to do an SRP 
guide for groups, evening classes etc , 
/ \ ( / v a s v a X v 

(b) Mrs Martin reported that she/w^d. be attending a course 
organized by HMIs at Keele University for those involved in 
primary school education to consider the impact of the National^ 
Curriculum on Music in schools, and the Chairman said the SRP 
would be willing to support her as it is important for the 
Society to know what is going on. 

(c) Workshops, The Chairman reported that Dorset were organ-
izing recorder workshops on 17 February (Baroque), 5 May 


