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MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING
Sunday, 12 March 1995
at 8 Wilton Grove, London, SW19

Present:

Michael Sharman Chairman Colin Martin Musical Adviser
Alistair Read Secretary Theo Wyatt Musical Adviser
Brian Fraser-Hook Treasurer Andrew Collis WBMF Rep
John Allen Membership Secretary Denis Bloodworth

Diana Reddaway C & O Secretary Alyson Lewin

Anne Martin CSRP Secretary Ann Lyall

Patricia Davies Competition Sec Ena Pick

Paul Clark Musical Adviser

(1) Apologies for absence were received from Carl Dolmetsch, Edgar Hunt and
Douglas Haston

(2) Minutes of last meeting were approved.
(3) There were no matters arising.
(4) Officers’ Reports:

(@)  The Secretary reported that

(i) Dorset Branch has a new Secretary, Mrs Paula Biss,”Clyffe,” Plaisters Lane,
Sutton Poyntz, Weymouth DT3 6LG.

(i) David Grosvenor had now formed a new Branch to be called York Guildhall.
John Allen confirmed that he had received 13 full subscriptions and had allocated
YOR to be its Branch code. It was AGREED that a proposal for the new Branch be
ratified by Conference.

(iii) the response from the Branches to his request for information to enable him to
produce branch job specifications had not been encouraging (12 branches out of 49).
Neither had it been much better to facilitate the publication of a list of Branch meeting
venues (15 out of 49). He therefore sought the Committee’s permission to reissue the
Notes for Guidance... suitably amended, together with a List of Officers and current
subscription rates. He further requested that the idea of a venue list be dropped. The
Committee AGREED to both requests.

(iv) a new edition of the Rules, consolidating the 1988 edition with subsequent
amendments, has now been produced and was distributed to the Committee. Copies for
absentees and to the Branches will be distributed with these Minutes.

(v) a new edition of the Panel of Visiting Conductors had also been produced and
would be similarly distributed as above.

(vi) a new edition of Forming a New Branch was in draft form and was
expected to be available shortly.

(vii) 90th birthday greetings had been sent to our President, Sir Michael
Tippett; and best wishes for a speedy recovery to Carl Dolmetsch, who recently had a
heart pace-maker fitted.
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The Membership Secretary said

with the demise of North Staffordshire Branch and the new York Guildhall Branch
there were now 49 branches. 7 branches had maintained their membership; 22 reported
increases and 18 decreases. Cumbria Branch had failed to make a return, necessitating
use of old information for inclusion in the Membership List 1995. The Secretary
expressed surprise with regard to North Staffs. Branch as the Branch Secretary prom-
ised to inform him if the Branch was to be dissolved. Likewise, Alyson Lewin had
only recently been in contact the Musical Director. Neither had been given any inti-
mation of its demise. A table of SRP Branch Membership for the period 1975-95 was
distributed.

Country & Overseas Secretary said that there were 215 paid-up members (UK, 169;
Europe, 23; and World, 23). Of the UK membership, 22 were students. There were
13 household memberships in the UK, one in Europe and one in the USA. Of these 15
household memberships there were 33 members. Transfers to Playing Branches, 3;
resignations, 12.

The Treasurer

(i) circulated copies of the amended Accounts for the year ended 30 September
1993, to which an auditor’s certificate had been appended.

(ii)  also circulated copies of the audited Accounts for the year ended 30 September
1994 and said that, in view of the healthy state of the Society (net income over ex-
penditure of £1,892.99, q.v.), he recommended that subscription rates should not be
increased in the forthcoming year. He went on to say that there were still far too many
branches who had not supplied accounts and hoped this would be remedied in the near
future. Neither had accounts been lodged in respect of the 1994 Aberdeen Festival.

(iii) The Walter Bergmann Memorial Fund Income and Expenditure Account to 30
September 1994 showed a net income over expenditure of £2,454.02. There had been
17 grants during the year under review which had totalled £1,380.00. Copies of this
and the above Accounts were made available for distribution to Branches.

The Examination Secretary reported that
(i)  one candidate was ready for examination of the CSRP.

(i) she had in mind that her remit should be broadened to include education, par-
ticularly as she represented the Society on the Music Education Council. It was
AGREED to put the matter to Conference.

(iii) Anne Martin also pointed out that schools (as opposed to SRP members) sub-
scribing to The Recorder Magazine receive a supplement, usually a folded A3 sheet,
containing notes for teachers and scores expressly produced on the understanding that
they may be photocopied. She went on to say that Andrew Mayes, the magazine’s
editor, wonders whether members of the Society who are teachers would also be inter-
ested in receiving this supplement. It was AGREED that Anne Martin should explore
the possibilities with Andrew Mayes.

Publicity Officer’s report was presented by the Secretary and a copy is annexed hereto.
It was proposed by the Treasurer, seconded by the Country & Overseas Secretary and
unanimously AGREED that the Publicity Officer be invited to attend Conference. The
Chairman opined that such attendance should be on the same basis as Branch Review
Editor, viz., in a non-voting capacity but with travel and accommodation expenses
paid by the Society. It was further AGREED that the Chairman should write to Bob
Horsley thanking him for his efforts.
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1995 Conference Arrangements; Election of Officers

(a) Anne Martin confirmed that plans were in place for the Conference to be held in the
6th Form Block Lecture Theatre adjacent to the Stoatley Site of the Royal Naval School,
Haslemere on Sunday, 28 May. The Secretary said he would be issuing a pro-forma for
completion by delegates with the Conference agenda; these would then be processed and
forwarded to Sue Pluthero or Eleanor Jones as appropriate. He made a particular point of
stressing that non-receipt of these distinctively coloured forms would be taken as an apology
for non-attendance. It was AGREED that one night’s bed and breakfast accommodation, car
mileage at 12p/mile or second class rail travel could be claimed by delegates. Lunch would
be provided free on Sunday. These reimbursements applied equally to officers and members
of the committee.

(b)  All officers were prepared to stand for re-election.

(c)  Committee members Under the Rules two ordinary Committee members must retire
each year, of whom Alyson Lewin is one, the other being Douglas Haston. No Branch
nominations have been received. In its wish to achieve a better geographical spread of mem-
bers, the Committee wishes to approach the following nominees:

Martin Evans (Newcastle); Margaret Simpson (Hillfoots); Peter Roscoe (Sheffield);
Mary Tyers (Durham); Colin Touchin (COS); and Graham Danbury (Mid-Herts)

(d)  Musical Advisers on the Committee Theo Wyatt retires this year. From the eight Mu-
sical Advisers eligible to serve on the committee, one, by reason of health, is unable to serve
and three by virtue of geographical location. The Secretary reported that the following nomi-
nees are willing to stand:

Herbert Hersom; Alyson Lewin; Evelyn Nallen; and Anthony Rowland-Jones
The nominations were proposed by Colin Martin and seconded by Diana Reddaway.

() Auditor The Secretary reported that Robert Harrison was willing to continue to be the
Society’s auditor.

Festival Arrangements and Future Festivals

(a) 1995 Festival Anne Martin reported that revised information/booking sheets had been
produced and were now being distributed. The programme had been finalised and a copy was
circulated for perusal. There was to be a range of shops; The Recorder Magazine would be
represented; and there would be an SRP Table on which publicity, SRP booklets and Moeck
Competition literature would be displayed. Friday, 26 May, would be a School Day, subsi-
dised through the Preparatory Schools system and run by Brian Bonsor and Anne Martin.
The charge would be £1.00 with free music provided.

(b)  Future Festivals

(i)  The Secretary reported that he had received confirmation that Newcastle Branch
was happy to host the 1996 Festival and Conference. The Festival venue will be
Heaton Manor School, Newcastle-upon-Tyne on 27 April. The Conference would be
held on 28 April at a venue yet to be arranged. There would be no playing facilities on
the day of the Conference.

(i)  No further information had been received from Mid-Herts Branch with regard to
1997.

(iii) It was suggested that one of the south-western Branches might be persuaded to
host the event in 1998.
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Extension of SRP Activities; Russia Visit; Competifion

(a) SRP Activities Anne Martin said that she had been in touch with the European Re-
corder Teachers’ Association (ERTA) and that, whilst there was common ground, matters
were organised very differently. Although there had been a verbal agreement with Peter
Bowman to work together no response had been received to Anne’s sub-sequent letter. She
also reported that she found attendance at the Musical Education Council’s recent meeting
stimulating and felt from the contacts made that there was a need for recorder ‘input’ to en-
hance standards and promote a way forward. Now that County music advisers’ roles were
considerably changed to create services within schools, rather than what the job fitle for-
merly inferred, Anne asked the Committee to consider advertising the CSRP in a newsletter
and whether there were sufficient specialists to run courses for teachers among our member-
ship. Various members of the Committee felt that our members were more likely to have
joined the Society for recreational purposes; and that the aims of the Society were certainly
in this direction. There was, however, a body of opinion within the Committee that positive
steps should be taken if for no other reason than to create tomorrow’s members. The
Committee AGREED to having a table at the forthcoming Music for Youth performances at
the Queen Elizabeth Hall, London, on 3 & 4 July. The Secretary said he would ask the Pub-
licity Officer to assist in providing literature and manning requirements.

(b)  Russia Visit The Chairman said that he had been contacted by a postgraduate research
student asking whether the SRP had any contact with Russian recorder players. In his
response, the Chairman said that he had forwarded the letter to Carl Dolmetsch and had
supplied the names of a number of DIY recorder music publishers. Theo Wyatt said he had
not been contacted. It was AGREED that we should await a report.

(c)  Competition Patricia Davies reported that she had received 11 entries to date and that
the finalists would be known by the end of April. The concert would be at the Royal College
of Music on 22 October 1995. It was regrettable that this no longer coincided with the Early
Music Exhibition, which was now to be held on 8-10 September 1995, also at RCM. A fa-
cility for booking tickets for the concert on 22 October would be available at the Haslemere
Festival.

Walter Bergmann Memorial Fund

Andrew Collis said that 17 young people had received grants from the Fund. The grant has
now been raised to a maximum of £150. He also reported that Graham Danbury was still
knee-deep in packets of assorted Christmas cards, was now selling them off at 50p/packet
and hoped all branches would order generously. Committee wished to record its thanks to
Graham Danbury for his efforts in disposing of these.

Notes for Guidance of Branch Officials

As mentioned in Minute 4(a)(iii) above, it was AGREED that the Secretary should reissue
Notes for Guidance... with appropriate amendments. The previous edition was published in
June 1981.

Musical Advisers on Visiting Conductors’ List Matter dropped.
Car Mileage Rates for Visiting Conductors

The Committee AGREED that the current mileage rate, as fixed at Conference, should be
claimed by officers on official business or members of the Panel of Visiting Conductors
when undertaking pastoral visits. Travel by train would be reimbursed at the second class
rate. It was further AGREED that reimbursement of visiting conductors’ travel on occasions
other than pastoral visits should be negotiable between the branch and conductor.
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Norfolk Branch’s tape of Wind of Change

Having listened to the tape from David Payne of Wind of Change (composed by Michael
Short and commissioned by Norfolk Branch for their 30th anniversary), the Committee
AGREED, with regret, not to fund this enterprise. The Chairman reported that there was a
possibility of its use, wholly or in part, in a forthcoming broadcast by Anglia Television at
Easter.

National Federation of Music Societies

At Newcastle Branch’s request the Committee discussed whether the Society should join
NEMS. Colin Martin pointed out that the principal services offered by NFMS included in-
surance for public liability and abandonment of public concerts, orchestral score exchange
schemes, Musicians’ Union rate schemes, overseas travel and concert arrangements for
orchestras and choirs, etc., none of which coincided with SRP activities.

Any other business

(a) Following discussion, it was AGREED that honorary life members of the Society
should be listed separately in the forthcoming edition of the Membership List.

(b) Anne Martin asked that the Examination Secretary’s details be added to the front panel
of the same publication. It was pointed out that agreement had already been recorded in the
Committee Minutes of 30 March 1994 under (4)(b)(iv).

Date of next meeting

The next Committee meeting will be held on Sunday, 15 October 1995 at Church Lane
Farm, Cottenham, Cambridge.

The meeting ended at 3.44 p.m. The Chairman moved a vote of thanks to Theo and Kitty Wyatt for

their generous hospitality.
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THE SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS

President: Sir Michael Tippett OM CH CBE
Registered Charity No. 282751

MEETING OF SRP COMMITTEE
Sunday, 12 March 1995
8 Wilton Grove, London SW19
10.00 for 1.30 a.m.

AGENDA

To receive apologies for absence

To approve Minutes of last meeting

Matters arising

To receive Officers’ reports

To discuss Conference arrangements; election of Officers

To discuss 1995 Festival arrangements and future Festivals

To discuss Extension of SRP activities; Publicity Officer; Russia visit
To receive Walter Bergmann Memorial Fund report

To discuss Notes for Guidance of Branch Officials Job Specifications
To discuss Musical Advisers on Visiting Conductors’ List

To discuss Car mileage rate for Visiting Conductors (Kent Branch)
To discuss Norfolk Branch’s tape of Wind of Change

To discuss National Federation of Music Society (Newcastle Branch)
To discuss any other business

To agree date of next meeting

The meeting will be held at Theo & Kitty Wyatt’s home. Members travelling by public
transport should go to Wimbledon Station (BR and District Line Underground) or South
Wimbledon Station (North Line Underground). If they phone 0181-540 2708, they will be
collected from the Station.

Alistair Read
Hon Secretary

8 February 1995 natsoc.agenda0395

15 Palliser Road London W14 SEB ® 0171-385 7321







MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING
SUNDAY, 15 OCTOBER 1995
AT CHURCH LANE FARM, COTTENHAM

Present:

Michael Sharman Chairman Colin Martin MA on committee
Alistair Read Secretary Patricia Davies Moeck Comp Sec
Brian Fraser-Hook Treasurer Bob Horsley Publicity Officer
John Allen Membership Secretary Denis Bloodworth Committee
Diana Reddaway COS Secretary Ena Pick Committee
Anne Martin CSRP Secretary Andrew Collis Committee
Herbert Hersom MA on committee

In opening the meeting the Chairman welcomed back to the committee Herbert Hersom,
sitting as a Musical Adviser on Committee, and in their absence Graham Danbury and
Mary Tyers neither of 'whom could be present owing to previous engagements. He also
welcomed Bob Horsley as Publicity Officer who was elected to serve ex officio by a
unanimous vote of the committee.

i Apologies for absence were received from Carl Dolmetsch, Edgar Hunt, Paul

Clark, Graham Danbury, Ann Lyall and Mary Tyers.

2. . Minutes of the last meeting were approved.
3.  There were no matters arising.
4. Officers’ Reports:

4.1  The Secretary reported that

4.1.1. Mrs Helen Bennett, ong of North London Branch’s joint secretaries,
was about to change her address to 8 Byron Mews, Fleet Road, London,
NW3 2NQ but that there would be no change to her telephone number.

4.1.2. West Suffolk Branch has seceded from the Society with effect from
31st August 1995.

4.1.3 he had heard nothing further from Mrs Jan Theedom with regard to
forming a Peterborough Branch. The Chairman hastened to add that a
Branch was now extant and that they had had their inaugural meeting. It was
also reported that a Ms Catherine Fleming had expressed interest in starting
a Hull Branch. Herbert Hersom took the opportunity to say that a group in
Seaford, Sussex, might be interested in joining the Society.

4.1.4 a new edition of Forming a New Branch had been published in March
and printed by Oriel Library.
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4.1.5 he wished to advise the Committee that annual accounts for 1993-94
had still not been lodged with the Charity Commissioners. The Treasurer
said the work was in hand.

4.2  The Membership Secretary said membership at the close of the year 1994-95
was 1,701. An analysis of this figure would be made available at the next Commit-
tee meeting.

4.3  Country & Overseas Secretary reported that for 1995-96 she had received the
following subscriptions: UK, 125; Rest of Europe; 21, World 9, totalling 155.
There were 4 life members and 12 students, of which 2 were rest of Europe. 22 of
our members are in 9 families. Since March 1995 we have had 5 transfers out to
branches and 5 transfers in. There had been 24 new members (excluding transfers
in.) 13 members have resigned and 87 members had not so far renewed their sub-
scriptions.

4.4  The Treasurer reported that

4.4.1. he was getting near to finalising the Society annual accounts for the
year 1994-95. The salient points were as follows: Income, £15,156; expendi-
ture £13,636; surplus, £1,520. Subscription income had been £14,192
(£13,923, 1993-94); magazine costs, £9,080 (£7,668). The net surplus on
the Aberdeen Festival in 1994 was £11.60 and for the Haslemere Festival,
1995, £238.10. It was AGREED that Guildford Branch be awarded 50% of
their profit. Although there was still interest to be credited for September
1995, bank interest was £1,294, of which £550 was credited to the Walter
Bergmann Memorial Fund account. The central fund figure for the year un-

der review was therefore £18,701. Turning to the WBMF, the Treasurer said
that donations received had been £2,342 plus the £550 referred to above; and
a surplus on merchandising of £1,283, representing total income of £4,175.
Grants to the value of £2,510 had been made and a balance of £1,665 added
to the WBMF, giving it a figure of £17,855. Final accounts, the Treasurer
said, would be presented at the next committee meeting.

4.4.2 Housekeeping: five branches still had not presented their accounts for
the year ended 1994. These were Dorset, Edinburgh, North Cotswold,
Weald of Kent and West Suffolk. It was AGREED that, in line with the
Charity Commissioners’ legal requirement, the Secretary should draw this to
branches’ attention. The Treasurer further pointed out that committee mem-
bers were ipso facto trustees of the Society and therefore corporately re-
sponsible for branches’ actions.

4.5  Examinarion Secretary said that one candidate, Joyce Hall of South Staffs
Branch, had been successful in gaining her CSRP. There were five preparing for
examination of which one was nearly ready. There would shortly be one retake.
Anne Martin reported that fees had covered the examination expenses incurred. She
also said that the change of syllabus, now produced in leaflet form, was more easily
reproduced and the Committee AGREED that the method continue.

4.6  The Walter Bergmann Memorial Fund Secretary said that its committee had
not met since Conference but would be meeting shortly. A report would be made to
the next Committee meeting.
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4.7  Publicity Officer said that Oriel Library had just printed 500 copies of the
4th edition of the Society’s brochure (although Bob Horsley said he now preferred
to call it a leaflet), bringing the total print-run to date to 6,500. He went on to out-
line his policy of despatching copies to all course organisers whose advertisements
appear in the Checklist of Courses in the magazine, together with delivering copies
to branch libraries in West and Central London and to music retail outlets. Anne
Martin wished to record her thanks to Bob Horsley for all his efforts over two days
in July at the Music for Youth conference, held at Queen Elizabeth Hall, on Lon-
don’s South Bank.

Conference 1995 and decisions:

5.1  The Chairman asked Anne Martin to pass on to Guildford Branch his thanks
on behalf of the Committee for an excellent Festival and Conference at Haslemere.

5.2  The Secretary reminded the Committee that he had been given authority to
edit entries for the Checklist of Courses in the magazine. He said that the next edi-
tion (December 1995) was heavily oversubscribed and he had limited each entry to
four lines of type. This had necessitated use of conductors’ surnames only divided
by slashes where there were three names or more.

5.3  Anne Martin said that unless Peacock Press were advised, new members
would not be aware of the facility to receive free copies of the Schools supplement.
It was agreed that the Membership Secretary should notify the publishers with each
new subscription.

6. Nominations to the Visiting Conductors’ Panel

The Secretary said that he had received four nominations to the Panel:

Nominee Proposed by Seconded by

Andrew Challinger Norma Herdson E Berks Branch
Sandra Foxall Peter Roscoe Christine Parkinson
Norma Herdson Rosalie Cornwallis N Cotswold Branch
Eileen Silcocks : Sandra Foxall Mary Dachowski

The Committee were pleased to AGREE each of the nominations.
7. Direct selling methods

The Chairman reported that two branches had complained to him about the selling methods
of Greg McKernon of Manchester and that, having reviewed the correspondence, he felt
obliged to seek legal opinion. Given that Mr McKernon’s method was to send unsolicited
music to branches for sale, it was perfectly clear that there was no onus on the recipient to
return such material, the more so since no provision had been made for return postage.
Having read extensively from copies of the correspondence, the Chairman concluded by
advising the Committee that he had now written to him and hoped that this would end the
matter. It was AGREED that the Secretary should write to Branch Secretaries with regard
to unsolicited goods.

8. Car mileage rate for Visiting Conductors

The Committee was asked by Essex Branch to review the car mileage rate paid for official
mileage to visiting conductors. Whilst it was generally accepted that the present rate of
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12p/mile was low, an increase to a realistic rate at this point in the financial year (when
most branches had fixed their budgets) could well leave them with a shortfall. The Secre-
tary, a former public corporation employee familiar with all aspects of this problem, said
the current rate should be in the region of 20p/mile. He advised the Committee that such a
sum was intended only to reimburse fuel and oil costs, but not depreciation, tax and insur-
ance costs. Following lengthy discussion it was AGREED the new rate of 20p/mile be im-
plemented with effect from Conference 1996. This would be presented as part of the
Treasurer’s package at Conference.

9. SRP Booklets

The Chairman said he had heard from the Series Editor, Moira Usher, who reported that
two titles, Tempo and Ensemble, were now exhausted; she was of the opinion that Disco-
graphy and Addresses were now rather out of date and possible would not sell. Following
discussion, it was AGREED: (1) that Tempo and Ensemble should be reprinted and that
Theo Wyatt be asked for a quotation to do this; (2) Discography, a title which by its very
nature was going to be out of date by the time it was published, should be dropped from
the series; and (3) replacement titles should sought. Suggestions put forward included ones
on ornamentation and arranging.

10.  Public Liability Insurance

The Chairman said that he had taken legal advice as to whether the Society’s public liability
insurance covered visitors to branch meetings. He had been advised that this was not the
case and such visitors should be deemed to be temporary members (for the duration of the
day’s visit) and further that such temporary members should register their names and ad-

dresses on a suitable document provided. It was AGREED that as there were many aspects
to this subject a sub-committee be formed to present a report to the next Committee meet-
ing. Any rule change necessary would be worked out by the sub-committee, comprising
The Chairman, The Secretary and Graham Danbury. As part of this discussion, Patricia
Davies voiced her disquiet generally if members attending meetings were not registered. It
was rightly pointed out that, unless one knew who was in a building, it would be impossi-
ble to account for individuals in the case of a fire or other calamity.

S Future Festival Venues

11.1 The Secretary reported that Newcastle Branch’s plans for the 1996 Festival
(27 April) and Conference (28 Apri]) were well advanced and that no less than
twenty conductors/speakers had provisionally agreed to take part. There would also
be a concert by Piers Adams. There would be no competitions nor would there be
an orchestra.

11.2 Herbert Hersom confirmed that the 1997 Festival and Conference would be
held at Marlborough School, Watling Street, St Albans on 24 and 25 May. It was
thought likely as this stage that the festival would be a one-day event.

11.3 The Secretary was asked to make enquiries as to whether Cornwall Branch
was still actively considering hosting the 1998 annual event.

11.4 The Chairman said that Suffolk Branch had showed enthusiasm for hosting a
Festival and Conference again.







