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k-0>e bjLavv IA~ it® ÎŴdUiA /J€A\T1 OJA-̂I CUUUAAJO4A-4< 

knit Lajre, k^-4* CUA. S ^ C T L l W ^ J ^ jl— G M L U A Y itiau^ Co 

- ' 

• V w I I t j l / 

I L O J L K A - V P A J P P O I Q lp CjT) UAJCT /^QATA WY\ R W O U J ) . 

llf< J L U W L ) JT-'-tluz [Acdbu^-p £A)0̂  a C L O V P J / U 

• V w I I t j l / 

I L O J L K A - V P A J P P O I Q lp CjT) UAJCT /^QATA WY\ R W O U J ) . 

llf< J L U W L ) JT-'-tluz [Acdbu^-p £A)0̂  a C L O V P J / U 



r io 
» 3 o 

ul UAUBUUB J>€A J| cJn>0-iA_h 1 ( 0 , WA^J" 

I I M X > TOO-SL U J ^ - 1 O A C^OTNL O J J (XRERLO_DI T Q U I J T R V O " U A ^ ) 

jpLMxN--Ujv~-̂  Ql5u-ka, |LoAa kadi bo_CLw 
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MINUTES OF TEE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
of the Society of Recorder Players 

held, at the Mary Ward Settlement, Tavistock Place, W.C.I. 

on Saturday, 11th March, 1961, at 2 p.m. 

Present 

Apologies 

Minutes 

Chairman's 
Report 

Financial 
Report 

The Chairman took the Ohair and was supported 
by the Musical Directors and members of the Cor 
mittee; in addition eight members of the 
Society were present. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr] 
Hersom. 

The Minutes of the previous Annual General 
Meeting were read, confirmed and signed as cor 
rect. 

' I 

The Chairman gave his Report as attached, 

The Honorary Treasurer in his Report said 
that the Accounts presented were the first ac 
counts reflecting the effect of the increased 
Branch subscriptions from 10/- to 15/-; in 
consequence receipts are considerably up when 
compared with previous years; nevertheless 
expenditure is also up to practically the same 
extent; the balance, however, is on the right 
side, as during the year a special donation of 
&20 was received from the Summer School; but 
for that we should have seen that we were not 
quite paying our way. Nevertheless, we still 
have quite a handsome balance in hand and there 
is nothing to worry about at the present time, 
but we are running very close to the wind each 
year, as receipts have already exceeded ex-
penditure by about &50 for the year 1960-61.. 

The finances of the Branches, on the whole, 
are in quice a healthy state. Of the twelve 
Branches, half showed a profit, and the r>her 
six spent rather more than they had received 
during the year. 
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Annual 
Concert 

Branch 
Delegates' 
Conference 

This year we are giving our annual Concert in 
Liverpool, and also we have undertaken to give a 
concert for Propoganda purposes in Leeds, as there 
is a large potential membership in Yorkshire. 

The question of the cost of the Branch Delegates' 
Conference was mentioned. It is felt that it is a 
necessary occasion, when there is a chance of meeting 
representatives from the Branches which are an im-
portant section of the Society, and it should there-
fore he continued; at the same time steps are "being 
taken to reduce the cost to the Society. In the 
past the central funds paid the travelling expenses 
of each delegate in excess of £1, and railway fares 
are going up; after the meeting we entertain the 
delegates to lunch; this was felt to be a reasonable 
expenditure, hut in future the people near home will 
not expect to be fed at the Society's expense, so we 
are taking very definite steps to try to reduce ex-
penditure on this meeting, which is perhaps a little 
bit out of proportion to other expenses of the Society] 

After a reference to the need for increasing mem-
bership the question arose as to whether the 15/-
subscription was really adequate. It was agreed 
that the subscription could not be raised immediately, | 
but that it was certainly low, and the figure of one 
guinea was suggested as a more realistic one. 

The Chairman queried whether the meeting should 
propose raising the subscription to one guinea, com-
menting that some people who looked at the Balance 
Sheet might say that we had the sum of £500 in hand, 
and therefore subscription should not be raised. 
However, it is not possible to continue to run the 
Society at a loss indefinitely- and it seems in-
evitable that the subscription will indeed have to 
be raised before long. We propose to test the 
feeling of the Branches about this at the next 
Branch Delegates' Conference. 
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Election 
of 

Officers 

Election 
of 

Secretary 

It was suggested that there should, be some form 
of article soon in the Recorder News giving the 
exac" figure of the cost of a Branch member, which 
is actually 16/- rather than 15/-. A statement of 
that kind which reduced to such a personal thing as 
to how much I, as a Branch member, am costing the 
Society, would get the Members used to the idea of a 
further rise in subscription. Probably the Members 
have no idea of breaking the figures down like this, 
and are perfectly content with the way the Society 
is run, which is why they are not here this afternoon 

It was also suggested that it might be pointed out 
that there are two possible alternatives; (l) that 
everyone brings in new members; or, (2) alternatively 
subscriptions will have to go up. 

Following these suggestions the query was raised 
as to whether the rebates now offered are the most j 
realistic in the light of our income. 

After some further discussion it was proposed by 
Miss Unwin and seconded by Miss Sanders that the Re-
port and Accounts be adopted nem. con. This propo-
sal was accompanied with a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. James for his work as Honorary Treasurer. 

In the absence of any other nominations it was pro-
posed by Mrs. Rich and seconded by Miss Warner and 
carried unanimously, that the present Officers and 
Committee, with the exception of the Honorary Secre-
tary, be re-elected to serve for a further year. 

Miss Tadman's resignation as Honorary Secretary, 
owing to her move to Dorset, was received with re-
gret and on a proposal from the Chair Miss Joan 
Davis was elected in her place. 

Miss Sanders wished to record a vote of thanks to 
Miss Tadman from the members of the Society for the 
work she had done during the past eight years. 

A P 

Ho 

A L 

Vi 
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Appointment of 
Honorary Auditor 

Appointment of 
Vice-President 

n. 

.t 

' 1 3 

It was proposed from the Chair that Mr. 
Minchin "be appointed Honorary Auditor for a fur-
ther year, and that a vote of thanks he accorded 
him for his past services to the Society. 

The Chairman reported that the President of 
the American Recorder Society had visited our 
Summer School at Roehampton and he had taken the 
liberty of inviting him to become a Vice Presi-
dent of our Society. 

He asked for sanction for this appointment, 
which was proposed "by Dr. Bergmann, seconded "by 
Mr. Kenworthy and carried with acclaimation. 

There being no further business the meeting 
terminated at 3.40 p.m. 

»o-
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
for the year 19&C 

We have been working as a Society and having 
our Committee meetings, which in this year have 
been rather fewer than usual; there was a particu-
larly long gap between the one in the summer and the 
one we have just recently had. 

A sub-committee has been formed to go into the 
question of the Teachers' Test but no final conclu-
sions have yet been reached; the question of the 
Teachers' Test also came up at the last Committee 
meeting, and the possibility of any liaison with the 
various Schools of Music and of their recognition o. 
this Society was touched upon, but still needs dis 
cussion, as also does the matter of publicity. 

The most important question, I think. is the 
financial position of the Society. One or two 
things are very forcibly in our minds, such as the 
cost of running a large number of Branches, which 
is proving rather a strain\ but what I would like 
to do at this juncture is to welcome a new branch 
at Glasgow. We are very pleased to have another 
Branch in Scotland. 

Of the Summer Schools, last year's was one of 
the most successful; this year's (1961) is a lit-
tle smaller owing to the difficulties of accommo-
dation. Up and down the country Training Colleges 
are in process of enlarging, to offer a three-year 
course, so very little accommodation is available 
this year. The extra beds at Digby Stuart helped 
a lot but we cannot have these this year, so we 
are having to reduce the Summer School in its mem-
bership, with the idea that we shall be able to 
expand again when Roehampton can offer us more ac-
commodation next year, when their building pro-
gramme is completed. These are the main things 
we have been considering during the year. 



MINUTES OF THE BRANCH DELEGATES'* CONFERENCE 
< F ) 

of the SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS held at the Ambassadors Hotel, 
Upper Woburn Place, London, V*C.1. on Sunday, 21st January, 1962 

at 10.30 a.m. 

Presents Mr. Hunt in the Chair. 
Dr. Dolmetsch 
Dr. Bergmann 
Miss Unwin 
Mr. Kenworthy 
Mr. Gray 

Mrs. Rich in attendance 

Miss Dinn 
Mrs. M. Dolmetsch 
Miss Sanders 
Mr. James 
Mr. Vyatt 
Mr. Hersom 
Miss Davis 

Miss Murray, London 
Mr. Whittall, Cambridge 
Mr. Iloworth, Manchester 
Miss Barany, Midlands 
Dr. Coles, Northampton 

Apologies of absence from Mr. Clarke, Aberdeen, Glasgow, and West Riding 
Branchesi 

Miss Hunt, Bristol 
Mr, Horwich, Merseyside 
Mr. Thorne, Edinburgh 
Miss Appleby, Newcastle 
Miss Tadman, Dorset 

Minutes. 

Matters 
Arising. 

Branch 
Reports. 

The Chairman welcomed the delegates to the conference. 

The Minutes of the previous B.D.C. having been circulated 
were taken as read and signed. 

Miss Hnwin reported that the children's meetings in London 
were to continue for a further year, when the position would 
be reviewed. 

Reports from branches were as follows:-

Birmingham. About 50 members, 15 junior. The permanent 
conductor had resigned after six years and the branch was faced 
with finding someone else. Meetings have been very successful, 
each one being taken by a different conductor, not necessarily 
a recorder player. Some public performances had been given. 
Miss Sanders and Dr. Dolmetsch would be visiting the branch this 
year. 

Northampton. 31 members. It had been a good year and some 
local concerts had been given. Training sessions are held at 
each meeting, with short periods of combined playing at the end. 

Devon. 32 full members, 8 students, the number of student 
members having increased. The branch usually loses 5 o r 6 
members a year and gains a like number. It is building a 
library of music. 
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Bristol. Membership had dropped from 40 to 30 when the 
subscription was last increased. There were now 31 paid-up 
members for this year. There had been an increase of full 
members to 25 and a decrease of student members to 6, Meetings 
were held monthly on Saturdays and, at the request of members, 
Friday evening meetings had also been held. Accommodation was 
provided at the University without charge. Miss Dinn would be 
visiting the branch in February. A youth recorder group in 
Bristol, run by the City Authorities, fills the needs of students 
from primary schools. Finances just 'tick over' although they 
are building up a library of music on the profit made one year. 

Newcastle. 30 full members, 1 student member, a slight reduction 
on last year. Fortnightly meetings are held during autumn, 
winter and spring. Accommodation is free. Public performances 
are given. Mrs. McMullen visited the branch last year and is 
to be asked to come again this. There is a great deal of 
recorder playing in the area, i.e., Women's Institute meetings 
and classes. Durham University runs week-end courses. This 
adversely affects membership of the Society. The branch is in 
a financially happy position, having a surplus of over £20. Music 
and a bass recorder have been purchased. 

Edinburgh. Approximately 42 members and 2 students. Evening 
classes provide new members, though some were lost when Glasgow 
branch opened. Weekly meetings are held5 average attendance 
20/25. Very successful concerts have been given. Nine 
members of the branch attended the Roehampton Summer School. 
Some members would be taking part in the Edinburgh Festival 
Wakefield Mystery play. 

Merseyside. 4l members, a slight increase over last year. 
Recorder playing is flourishing both inside and outside the 
Society. Mrs. Lily Taylor holds teaching classes, and the 
standard of playing in schools has been improving during the 
last year or two. A small consort of branch members has 
played in music societies and clubs. As free accommodation 
was unobtainable for good friends from London who came to 
play at the Annual Concert, a small financial loss of under £10 
resulted. This was offset, however, by the increased interest 
of the general public resulting therefrom. 
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Manchester. Has a balance in hand of £11.15. 0. For the sake 
of economy, a six-monthly programme of music is sent to members. 
Eleven monthly meetings have been held on Friday evenings. There 
have been two one-day schools. 

London. 253 paid-up members. A branch concert had taken place 
in April; a special concert had been given in July at Grove 
House, Roehampton in aid of the building fund. As a result, £33 
had been donated to the Froebel Institute. Some members of the 
Society had participated in performance of "Noyes Fludde" and 
would be playing again in February when this work is repeated. 
Junior meetings organised by the branch had attracted about one 
hundred different children throughout the year with an average 
attendance of 30/40. The branch experiences great financial 
difficulties mainly because the two rooms required for meetings 
cost £10 for a Saturday afternoon. At the recent A.G.M. it 
had been more or less unanimously agreed that subscriptions 
should be increased to at least one guinea. The branch needed 
a rebate of 12/6d per member if it was to function successfully. 

Cambridge. Still a small branch with only 24 members, of whom 
14 were student members. Both the Chairman and Treasurer were 
5/- student members. Eight meetings a term are held, average 
attendance 10 — 15; expenses are £12 a year. Mr. Hunt visited 
the branch in February, I96I; Dr. Bergmann would be conducting 
a meeting in March. During the first four years free accommo-
dation for meetings had been provided and, with no major expenses, 
it had been possible to acquire a library of music. During the 
last two years, however, 10/— per meeting had had to be paid for 
accommodation. The present scale of rebate meant that only 
£6. 5. 0. was available to meet expenses and the branch had had 
to rely on donations from members for its existence. It could 
not continue at the present rate and it was proposed to cut down 
the number of meetings. None would be held during the summer 
term. 



Dorset. 25 members. Six meetings were held in the year. 

Chairman's 
Report on 
Branches 

The Chairman's report was discussed. 

Financial problems of the branches, and of members, were 
then discussed, Miss Unwin saying retired members often found 
it expensive to buy music for the meetings. Miss Sanders 
wondered whether there should be special fees for old people. 
Mr. Gray asked whether life membership might be introduced. 
Miss Dinn felt there would be consternation in the branches if 
subscriptions were raised. Dr. Bergmann felt much depended on 
how we put it to members. There might even be a special 
contribution in exceptional cases. Eventually it was 

PROPOSED by Dr. Coles 

SECONDED by Miss Murray 

THAT this body supports the idea of raising subscriptions to 
£1. 1. 0. and 10/6d to students, with the proviso just made. 

The proposal was carried, three voting against. The 
Chairman asked delegates to explain to their branches the 
reasons for the decision to increase subscriptions. 

It was felt that if group visits could be arranged when 
the Musical Directors were to conduct branch meetings, some 
saving in fares could be achieved. The Secretary should be 
asked to arrange group tours. 

There was some discussion concerning distribution of the 
Recorder News to Presidents, Vice-Presidents and others. Music 
Organisers should receive free copies. It was essential that 
Office Aids should have the names of everyone who ought to 
receive the News. Branches, including those not present at 
the meeting, should send to Mr. Ken?/or thy the names of everyone 
to whom they would like free copies of the News to be sent. 

1963 Concert. The 1963 concert is to be held in Devon. 

Next B.D.C. The next Delegates' Conference will take place on 
20th January, 1963. 

Subscriptions. Mr. Gray advised the Meeting that subscriptions for October 
must be paid by January 1st. It was agreed, however, that as 
Glasgow Branch had been inaugurated in March, members' subscrip-
tions could be paid in March, 1963, instead of in January. 

There being no further business the Meeting terminated at 1 p.m. 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Society of 
Recorder players held at Waldegrave Hall, 23, Duke Street, 
London, W. 1. on Saturday, March 17th, 1962, at 4.30 p.m. 

Present: The Chairman took the Chairy and was supported by 
the Musical Directors and members of the Committe. 
About 100 members of the Society were present. 

Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from: 

Dr. Dolinetsch, Mrs. M. Dolmetsch, Miss F. Dinn and 
Mr. E. Clarke. 

Minutes: The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
were read, confirmed and signed as correct. 

Chairman 1s 
Report. 

Financial 
Report 

The Chairman in his report said that the year had 
not been a particularly busy one from the Committee's 
point of view,but that uppermost had been the ques-
tion of subscriptions. It was also hoped to get 
more teachers to qualify to teach the recorder. 
The success of the Summer School was reported on 
despite the shortage of accommodation. A very 
successful Conference was held in London in January 
for propaganda purposes; this was well attended by 
about 200 teachers. 

The Hon. Treasurer said that the year ending 30th 
September, l$6l, had broken several records. 
Expenditure was the highest ever at £702,* receipts 
£633; the deficit of £69 was also the largest ever. 
The losses were largely sustained on the Leeds & 
Liverpool concerts. Though both were well at-
tended, expenses had exceeded income. Subscriptions 
last year were £557 against £554 in I96I and income 
from this source has been going up steadily. 
Average expenditure per branch member is over 16/-. 
As regards country members ( *here the subscription 
is 7/6dji their share of the expenditure is less 
than 7/-. A little profit is made on country 
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Election of 
Officers and 
Committee. 

members but we make a steady loss on every branch 
member that we recruit. Apart from London and 
one or two others, branches are financially sound, 
with cash balances going up every year. Some 
branches are very fortunate in getting accommodation 
for meetings at no cost, or at very little. 
Premises in London are very expensive. The cash 
balance in the central funds dropped by £76 during 
the year ending 30th September, 1961, but we still 
had about £300 in hand. 

The adoption of the Report and Accounts was 

PROPOSED by Dr. Walter Bergmann 

SECONDED by Mr. V.C. Clark 

and carried unanimously. 

The Chairman thanked the Hon. Treasurer and 
the Hon. Secretary for their excellent work during 
the last year. 

The retiring Musical Director, Dr. Dolmetsch, was 
re-elected. The Chairman and the other officers 
of the Society were also re-elected, no other nomi-
nations having been received. The following will, 
therefore, serve for the year 1962/63: 

Chairman 
Musical Directors: 

Mr. Edgar Hun£. 
Miss Freda Dinn 
Dr. Carl Dolmetsch 
Dr. Walter Bergmann 
Mr . R. James 
Miss Joan Davis 
Mr. V. L. Gray 

Hon. Treasurer 
Hon. Secretary 
Hon. Membership Secretary 

There were eight nominations for the seven places 
on the Executive Committee and, after a ballot, 
the following sere elected: 
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Appointment of 
Hon. Auditor. 

Increase in 
Subscriptions. 

Mrs. M. Dolmetsch 
Miss E. Unwin, 
Miss W. Sanders 
Miss E. Downer 
Mr. H. Hersom 
Mr. C. Kenworthy 
Mr. T. Wyatt 

Mr. Leslie Minchin was not present at the 
meeting but was re-appointed subject to 
his own consent. Mr. James thought Mr. 
Minchin would be willing to serve again 
and expressed the appreciation of the 
Society for his services. 

The Chairman said this matter had been dis-
cussed at the Branch Delegates' Conference 
and that some branches were not in favour 
of any increase. He reiterated Mr. James' 
statements about the cost to the Society of 
each individual member, and said it was de-
sirable to have a workable subscription so 
that it would not be necessary to have to 
ask for more in the near future. 

After a short discussion it was 

PROPOSED by Dr. H. Coles 

SECONDED by Miss V. Howard 

THAT Branch subscriptions be raised to one 
guinea a year and Students' subscriptions 
be raised to 10/6 a year from October 1962; 
this increase being tied to a revision of 
the scale of rebates to Branches, Non-branch 
membership to remain at 7/6d. 

This was unanimously agreed. 



Amendments to 
Rules. 

Recorder Course 
in France. 

It was pppposed to approve the proposed amend-
ments to the Rules of the Society accordingly, 
i.e. to substitute in Rule 4 the words "Twenty 
one shillings" for the words "Fifteen Shillings" 
immediately following the words "for a member at-
tached to a Branch of the Society"; and the words 
ten shillings and sixpense" for the words "five 

shillings" immediately following the words 'full 
time students may be admitted to membership of 
the Society for a subscription of". 

This was also unanimously agreed. 

The Chairman informed the meeting that a Recorder 
Course was to be held in France at Easter time 
and that he was to be one of the tutors -of the 

£ E * T R E O . 

It was PROPOSED by Mrs. Robinson and 
SECONDED by Miss Murray and unanimously 

agreed that the good wishes of the Society should 
go to the Chairman for the success of the Course. 

i b — t> - u 3 
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MINUTES OF SOCIETY OF BECOBDEB PLAYERS'' BRANCH DELEGATES' CONFERENCE, 1963 

Held on Saturday, January 19th.at ? p.m. at Trinity College of. Imsic. Iandon,_W. 1, 
and on Sunday , January 20th at 10 a.m. at Royal Hotel, Upper Wo burn Place, • j • C« -l . 

Present 

Apologies 

Minutes 

Matters 
Arising 

Mr. Hunt, in the Chair 
Miss Unwin 
Mr. Hersoin 
Miss Tadman (by invitation) 

Miss Hunt, Bristol 
Mr. Crispin, Devon 
Miss Murray, London 
Mrs. Edwards, Merseyside 
Miss Appleby, Newcastle 

MLss Dinn (Sat. only) 
MLss Downer 

Dr. Bergmann, 
Mr. Kenworthy 
Mr. Hyatt 
MLss Davis (Sunday only) 

Mr. Sells, Cambridge vSat. only) 
MLss Whitby, Edinburgh 
Mr. Howarth. Manchester (Sat. only) 
Mr. Wittall, Midlands 
Dr. Coles & Miss Williams, Northampton 

M. Apologies for absence were received from Dr. Dolmetsch, Mrs 
Dolmetsch, Mr.. Gray, Mr. James, MLss Sanders, Miss Davis (Sat.), 
Miss Dinn (Sunday), and the following branches: Aberdeen, Dorset, 
Glasgow, and West Biding. 

The Minutes of the last Conference, having been circulated, were 
taken as read, but before signing the following amendments were made: 
the name of the Devon Branch Delegate had been inadvertently omitted 
and was now inserted, and the Merseyside Delegate said that the report 
did not really present the position of the branch and she asked for 
a re-written one to be substituted. 

Children's Meetings: London Branch reported that it was con-
tinuing to arrange these during 1962-63; the situation was much the 
same as the previous year, though they did attract a few more children, 
and over 50 were at the Christmas meeting. MLss Dinn enquired about 
the ages of the children, as she felt that it was unrealistic in 
these days, when children grew up at an early age, to expect juniors 
and teenagers to mix, and if there WEB a majority of juniors then 
the teenagers would stay away. It did appear from the discussion, 
that this was the case, and that if there were sufficient numbers 
two groups would seem to be indicated. Miss Whitby confirmed the 
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Branch 
Reports 

view that juniors and teenagers tended not to mix, and said that a 
younger group might be started with the hope that an older group 
would eventually emerge, but in fact this hardly ever happened, and 
the Edinburgh branch has just decided to have a Youth Might within 
the branch and to invite youig people to play with the grown-ups. 
Dr. Coles said that the Northampton Branch felt very strongly that 
something should be done for the younger people - so they had formed 
two committees, one for teenagers and one for juniors. The teen-
agers committee thought it would be a good tiling for the consort to 
play with them - but the combined effort got nowhere at all. After 
due consideration he had evolved a syllabus for three elementary 
tests - or examinations - anc. sent this to the County Music Department, 
They were enthusiastic and asked for 69 circulars for schools. The 
exam fee is 2/6 a time, and having started with £5 capital they now 
show a considerable profit Certificates are given to successful 
candidates, and when Dr. Coles was asked to present the prizes at 
various schools he had taken the opportunity to tell the parents 
about recorder work. He saii that these certificates did prove an 
incentive and something to work for. and added that the recognised 
Trinity College examination tee was quite beyond the pockets of many 
people. 

Branch reports were then given in the following, order: Devon, 
Northampton, Midland, Cambridge, Edinburgh, Bristol, Merseyside, 
Newcastle, London, and Manchester. (attached separately) 

During discussions following reports, particularly regarding 
membership, Dr. Bergmann said that he had found with the London 
branch that the great interest was in playing rather more than in 
attending concerts or in listening to items performed in Branch 
meetings, though if Dr. Dolmetsch came that was a. different matter. 
Dr. Coles said that in Scottish Dancing Societies, for example, 
medals were given for competitive performances, and he thought 
these were an attraction to many people. He queried whether members 
would be content with only a journal, and whether they would not want -

pleased to consider - an examination °- some sort. He added 



He said that one of their members had offered to give some harmony 
lessons (at a cost of 1/- a head for expenses, and members were 
very keen about these. They formed a strong group and did home-
work ̂  the classes were held for half an hour before the ordinary 
meetings. MLss Whitby said that in Edinburgh they had decided 
that the attention of the Education Authorities and iraining Col 
leges should be drawn to the existence of the Teachers Certilica e, 
and also the Roehampton course and the Trinity College diploma, and 
wondered whether this could best be done from Headquarters, and in 
a less localised way, b" circularisation, for example. iuss Dinn 
wondered how much of this method was wasted because ours woulo oe 
just another circular and sometimes busy people were obliged only 
to leaf through circulars or just consign them to the wastepaper 
basket, and so often a circular made no impression at all. A more 
personal approach was much more likely to be recognised. 

Bergmann agreed that personal contact was most important, ana he 
wondered whether it would be possible to arrange a course in vhe 
North - in other words, take Roehampton to the tiorth - o give 
idea of what we aim at. Miss Whitby said that the recorder does 
not enjoy the musical background in Scotland that it does in Eng 
land, and that she knew of a case where a trainee teacher tooic tie 
recorder work and there was no one qualified in College to take _u. 
Mr. Hunt said that our trouble as a Society is that we are really 
an amateur Society: although a large number of our members are 
professional musicians, it is in an amateur capacity a &ey e 
long to the S.R.P. Miss Dinn said that the recorder had taken 
the educationists by storm and therefore the whole thing had got 
rather out of hand. Interest in the recorder has meant an oppor-
tunity for anybody and everybody to enjoy the experience o± music, 
and in order to provide this it has got into the hands of peop_e 
who are more interested in education than in music and she hersell 
was against those who regarded it as an educational xrill.^ ^ Miss 
Whitby said the situation was not quite the same in Scotlana as 
they are not under the Ministry of Education. Mr. Hunt said that 
it was recognised that Training College students were m many 
cases the recorder teachers of the future, and Miss Dinn sugges ea 
a course for Training College lecturers, quite apart from Roehampton, 
and organised courses for teachers as possioilities ±or consi era ion, 
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New Journal These reports and discussions were followed by Mr. Kenworthy's 
statement on the new journal to take the place of the Recorder News, 
which is given in the Recorder News. No. 38, p»2. 

The meeting wa@ adjourned at 9®50 p.m. 

Sunday, 20th January. 

With further reference to the forthcoming change in the Re-
corder News, Mr. Kenworthy said that as the new journal would be 
larger the postage would be 4d, and the increased annual cost per 
member, as compared with the present News, would be about 2/6 to 3/-. 
It had to be remembered that hitherto we had benefited by advertise-
ments , and this source of income would no longer come to the Society 
but go to the publishers. The Society will pay for the four copies 
sent to each of its members each year, 6nd there will be no flexi-
bility , as in the past; the journal will come out every three months 
starting on 1st May, 1963. The guinea Branch Subscription will cover 
the cost of the journal and a 12/6 rebate per member to the Branch, 
so that there will be very little margin for central funds. The 
Hon. Treasurer had said that this would be all right for the time 
being, but the long-term effect will not be shown until the accounts 
of the next year are made up and the position will not really be 
clear until the end of two or three years. One of the things which 
may happen is that the circularion of this new journal may have 
some effect on the membership of the Society. in increase in mem-
bership now will not greatly affect our financial position so it is 
a little difficult to see how things will turn out. At the end of 
two years we may have to examine what we provide for what we receive. 

;continued) 
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So f=,r as the journal itself goes, the agreement provides 
for one member of the Society's Executive Committee ^ 

S S S s S E S T r S Z s v s z 
i?z 

it is an extension of the Society's activities altnough it 
is nothing to do with the Society. B e c a u s e uhis is so it is 
good for us to take part in it. kr. Eenworthy v/ill ̂  the 
first Editor of the new journal, but will have nothing 
with the secretarial side of it nor distribution He em- _ 

that it should have as big a circulation as possible, parj-lY 
because of the news of the Society and partly because o^ the 
necessity of circulating outside the Society. Success de-
pends upon its being read, and he would l^ke to have ^ 
views on the journal in due course, what it might cover 
the future, what impression it makes, adverse criticisms, 
suggestions for articles or series of articles. ihe negotia-
tions about the journal had to be done quickly and secretly 
as there were others interested in producing a commercial 
magazine for the recorder; others not necessarily with any 
connection with the Society of Recorder Players and tne col-
laboration with Schotts was obviously much to our advantage. 
A magazine in competition with the Recorder News could be 
nothing but detrimental to the Society. 
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Annual It was stated that the Annual Concert for 19&3 would be 
held at Exeter on the $th March at St. Luke's College theatre, 

, and that the question of the next concert was discussed. 
Concer s. fee3_j_ng w a s that it might be held in Northampton or Leices-| 

ter, and Dr. Coles promised to make enquiries about halls. 

There was some discussion about the date of the Branch 
Delegates' Conference, some members preferring a different 

of Brancn^^Be o;f the year owing to the present weather conditions 
causing several absentees this year. It was agreed that 
January was the right time to hold the conference in view of 
the financial year and A.G.M. of the Society, and that the 
date provisionally fixed for 1$64 is 25/26th January. 

Miss Whitby said that many people felt that it was time 
that purchase tax should come off recorders and wondered if 
the Society could do anything about this. It was agreed 
that the chances of any success in this direction were so 
remote that it would not be worth while to pursue the matter. 

There being no further business the meeting terminated 
at 12.45 p.m. 

1 
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Apologies for absence received from Mr. Hunt, Miss Dinn, Mrs. Dolmetscl 

^ ' ^ ^ n n proposed Dolmetsch should take the ^ Sander, 
vxiair ana this was agreed. * 

Minutes 
of last 
Meeting. 

Chairman 
Report. 

Ihe Minutes were read and accepted. 

I f f 1 1 I I 
Treasurer's 

s r s s mmm 
t h e B u b s c r i " t i ™ — " e i - g 

This would be divided as follows: 

to Branches in the form of 
rebates 

for the new magazine, to be 
published quarterly (this 
includes 1/- for postage) 

for the expenses of running 

# # # # 

i p l S H S 
'a rebates to branches have been generous in the past. 

12/- = 4/7ths 

6/- = 2/7ths 

3/- = 1/7th 



&c> 

ic] 
T! 

Election 
of 
Officers & 
Committee.. 

Election 
o f 

Auditor, 

Alteration 
to Rules 

Mr Her son; proposed that the Report should be 
accepted. It was seconded by Mr Gray and 
carried unanimously. 

Miss Dinn was due to reture and offered herself 
for re-election. 

All present officers and Committee were re-elected 
unanimously. 

The present Auditor was re-elected unanimously 

Dr. Bergmann proposed that the following altera-
tions to the rules should be accepted. This was 
seconded by Miss Dinn, and carried unanimously, 
a) To substitute for the existing Rule 4 the 

following 
"The subscription shall be twenty-one shillings 
per annum. This shall entitle a member attached 
to a branch of the Society to attend all meetings 
of the branch; and it shall entitle all members 
to a copy of publications of the Society issued 
during the period of membership and to such other 
privileges as may from time to time be determined 
by the Committee. 

For a member of the Society not attached to a 
branch who was a member of the Society immediately 
prior to l6th March, 1963, the subscription shall 
be seven shillings and sixpence per annum for so 
long as the member continues to renew membership 
in accordance with these rules, and this subscrip-
tion shall entitle such a member to a copy of pub-
lications of the Society issued during the period 
of membership and to such other privileges as may 
from time to time be determined by the Committee. 

At the discretion of the Committee of the So-
ciety, full time students attached to a branch of 
the Society may be admitted to membership for a 
subscription of ten shillings and sixpence per 
annum. 

All subscriptions shall become payable on 1st 
October each year. A subscription paid after 1st 
May in any year by a member joining the Society for 
the first time shall cover the period up to 30th 
September in the following year." 
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b) to substitute for the existing Rule 13 the 

following 
"Overseas societies of. recorder players may be 
affiliated to the Society without fee. Members 
of an overseas society vising the United Kingdon 
will be welcome at the meetings of any Branch of 
the Society". 

Mr Kenworthy explained that these alterations 
were made necessary by the higher cost of the new 
magazine compared with the old "Recorder News". 
The Society could no longer afford to supply this 
publication to members who pay only a 7/6 subscription. 
Present members in this category would be allowed to 
continue but no new ones could be accepted. The 
Society could not afford to send so many copies to 
overseas societies and the re-wording of this clause 
would allow the Committee to use its discretion in the 
attitude to be taken towards.these societies. 

In reply to a question from Dr. Bergmann, Mr. Ken-
worthy gave the meeting some information about the 
formation and contents of the new magazine. 

Dr Dolmetsch said Mr. Kenworthy was to be con-
gratulated on his part in the inauguration of the new 
publication. 

There being no further business the meeting ended 
at 5.20 p.m. 

s h i n - l i * -

/; 



Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of The Society ^ b 
of Recorder Players held on Saturday, 21st, March, 1964, 
At Waldegrave Hall, Duke Street, Lonaon, 1. at 4.50 p.m. 

Apologies 
of absence. 

Present 

Apologies of absence were received from 
Mrs. Dolmetsch, Miss Downer, Miss Sanders, 
Mr. Here 
Ooles. 

10m. Miss Imogen Hoist, Dr. and Mrs. 

Mr Hunt in the Ohair 
Dr Bergmann 
Miss Dinn 
Mr Kenworthy . 
Mr James 
Mr Gray 

Dr Dolmetsch 
Miss Unwin 
Mr Wyatt 
Miss Davis 
Miss Murray 
(in attendance^ 

and ahout 100 members of the Society 

Minutes of 
Last Meeting 

, Chairman' s 
Report 

The Secretary read the Minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting held in 1963 and 
these were accepted by the Meeting and 
signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

The Chairman said that the present year, 
up to September, 1965, had seen a re-orienta? 
tion of the Society's activities due partly 
to the advent of the Recorder and Music 
Magazine which had Incorporated our Recorder 
News. The new magazine itself had had a 
mixed reception by the branches and had im-
posed a strain on the Society s finance. 
This strain had not only been the result ot 
these changes. It would have been felt in 
any case as a result of the gro th oi the 
Society, particularly in regard to many at 
a distance from London and without any appre-
ciable growth in the size of some indiyitual 
branches. The Committee hao. oeen lacing 
these problems and looking for a solution. 
Branches need to do much more active re-
cruiting particular^ with regard to younger 
nlavers.' Mr. Hunt went on to say that 
when the Society was started Carl Dolmetsch 
en, ho had been in their twenties - ana they 
did not plan to take hormones to keep iu 
going. But, he stated, we must encourage 
our younger members to take an active part 
in its running. 



(,3 

Treasurer's 
Report 

The Chairman concluded with thanks to the 
Society's Officers and Committee for their 
work in the past year. 

Mr James presented the Balance Sheet and 
Income and Expenditure Account up to 30th 
September, 1963. He said the outstanding 
feature was that the Accounts showed an excess 
of expenditure over income of #56, and there 
was certain to he an excess this year also. 
The income from subscriptions was £754, the 
highest yet recorded, and the rebates to 
Branches were £378, In the previous year 
subscriptions were £623 and rebates £274, but 
a direct comparison was impossible as this 
year was the first in which the subscription 
was raised to one guinea. As expected, with 
the rise in subscription membership dropped by 
just over 100 to 900, but is rising again this 
year and already stands at 949 

The item under income of £36 odd for advertise-
ments in the "Recorder News" will disappear in 
future with the substitution of the new magazine 
for the News. Rebates, as already stated, had 
increased, as had most items of expenditure. 
The increase in stationery and printing is partly 
accounted for by a large new printing of member-
ship forms, and in postage by the higher cost of 
posting the new magazine. 

The Concert in Exeter had shown a deficit of 
£27. 
Balance Sheet: The Central Fund cash balance 
was £378, compared with £401 on 30th September 
of the previous year. £75 of this balance re-
presents a special reserve for children's acti-
vities. 

Subscriptions in advance, at £105, showed an 
increase on the previous year, mostly due to 
non-branch members, particularly in the U.S.A. 

Branch cash balances totalled £328. There 
are now 15 branches and all but one or two showed 
an increase in their cash balances. 

Dr. Bergmann proposed the adoption of the 
Accounts and it was seconded by Mr. Wyatt, and 
carried unanimously. 
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Election of Dr. Bergmann proposed Mr. Hunt as 
Officers Chairman. This was seconded by inn 
and Dinn and carried unanimously. 
Committee The retiring Musical Director, Dr. 

Bergmann, was re-elected. 
The Secretary, Membership Secretary 

and Treasurer were all proposed by Dr. 
Bergmann as before. This was seconded 
by Miss W. Lewis and carried unanimously. 

Committee: Two new nominations were put 
forward - Miss Beverly Smith and Miss K. 
Murray. A ballot was taken, and the 
following members were elected 
Mr. Kenworthy, Miss Unwin, Mr. Wyatt, M 
Miss Downer, Mrs. Dolmetsch, Mr. Hersom 
and Miss K. Murray. 

Dr. Bergmann proposed that Mr. Leslie 
Minchin should be re-elected ad Honorary 
Auditor; this was seconded by Miss 
Margaret Murray and carried unanimously. 

Election 
of Hon. 
Auditor 

Future of 
the Society 

e-

matters discussed 
Conference last 

representation 
would be proper™ 
of the Branch, 
branch would have 
one vote, but if 
could be taken 
having one vote 

Mr Hunt spoke on the 
at the Branch Delegates 
January. 

It was asked whether 
at the new Conferences 
tional to the numbers 

Dr. Bergmann said each 
one representative and 
necessary a special vote 
with each representative 
for each paid-up member of his branch 

It was asked whether it was proposed 
that the new divided subscription should 
come into force at the beginning of the 
next financial year The Chairman said 
the revision of the Rules would be put 
before an Extraordinary General Meeting 
on June 20th and, if accepted, could 
come into force for the coming year. 

There being no further business the Meeting ended at 
5.30 p.m. 

/<( 



Minutes of Extraordinary General Meeting held on 20th 
June, 1964, at 4.30 P.M. at Waldegrave Hall, Duke St. 
London, W. 1. 

Present: Mr. Hunt, in the Ohair all Musical Direc-
tors, Officers, Executive Committee, Miss 
Hastings from Edinburgh Branch; and about 
100 members. 

Apologies for absence were received from Miss Imogen 
Hoist; Miss Joyce Tadman; Messrs. Crispin 
and Bartlett, Devon Branch; Mr. Whittall, 
Midlands Branch; and Dr. and Mrs. Coles, 
Northampton Branch 

New The Chairman said that suggestions had 
Draft been received from many members and Branches 
Rules for amendments to the draft rules. The 

points particularly mentioned were: 

a) Omission of Student members. The Com-
mittee had decided to re-instate Student 
members, and suggested that the following 
should be added to Rule 4(e) 

"For Students undergoing whole-tim8 educa-
tion the subscription shall be 10/- -per 
annum, t r 

b) The Question of voting at Conferences 
(Rule 12 (b) (11)) 

c) The Statement that Delegates shall not 
be bound by the views of their Branch mem-
bers (Rule 18 (b) (iii). Miss Hastings 
said that Edinburgh Branch considered this 
to be unnecessary but the Rule was discussed 
at length and it was decided not to alter the 
wording of the draft or to omit the clause. 

Rule 14 - Closing down of Branches. The 
Chairman said this had been included so that 
Branches could not close down and leave the 
Society, taking their assets with them. 
The Committee had, however, decided to accept 
the views of the branches in this connection 
to the extent of proposing that Rule 14 (b) 
should read 

"In the event of a Branch ceasing to exist 
the assets remaining in the hands of such 
Branch, after payment of all debts, shall be 
disposed of by the Branch in consultation with 
the Committee of the Society.;; 

— — * "* * I • " li ' • >« — - mV ' 
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The Chairman mentioned several other suggestions 
from members and Branches which the Committee had de-
cided not to adopt, and explained the reasons. 

The Chairman then asked for comments and liiss 
Hastings said she was sorry the Committee had "been 
unable to accept her Branch's suggestions with re-
gard to expulsion of members, cessation of Branches, 
and the use of the words 'visiting tutors' instead 
of 'visiting conductors'. The Chairman hoped that 
the compromise wording on the cessation of Branches 
would be acceptable to her branch. 

Mr. Theo Wyatt proposed the adoption of the new 
Rules. This was seconded by Mr. Arthur Ingram and 
carried unanimously. 

The Chairman expressed the thanks of the Society 
to Mr. Crispin and Mr. Wyatt; and to all members who 
had sent in suggestions, which had been most helpful 
to the Committee in reaching its decisions. 

There being no further business the Meeting ended 
at 5.30 p.m. 
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Mr B. Crispin (Devout said he had. made a draft 
plan for a new way of financing the Society, and 
he passed copies to all present. He proposed that 
the" present single-subscript ion system should "be 
abolished and suggested that Central Funds could 
"be provided from an annual levy per "branch member, 
which could vary from year to year according to 
estimated requirements. These funds, collected "by 
the "branches and sent to headquarters would continue 
to provide the costs of Directors' visits, the Gon-
ference, the Society's annual concert, and central 
running expenses. The amount of the levy for any 
year could" "be decided "by the Executive Committee 
in time for the "branches to he notified "by the pre-
vious September, and would certainly have to be 
more than is at present retained ±rom HQ- Som each 
member's subscription. Branch funds could be 
raised by a branch levy per member, which could be 
fixed at"the Branch Annual General Meeting each 
year. The total subscription per member per annum 
would therefore be a compound of the two levies. 
Mr James said he thought this scheme would be very 
difficult to operate; there would be no difficulty 
in agreeing the amount that the Central Fund re-
quired during the year ahead, but the problem would 
be that individual branch members would probably 
have to pay more overall to belong to uhe Society. 
Another disadvantage would be that members would 
never know what the subscription was going to be 
from, year to year. Dp Dolmetscli saio. tlie important 
factor in the scheme was that each Branen could fix 
the amount which ie required for itself. 

(continued) 
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Future Miss Murphy said the Edinburgh Branch felt it 
of the was time that branches managed their own affairs 
Society more and they felt that to pay a per capita fee 
:cont.; to the Society would give a greater sense of be-

longing than being paid a rebate of their sub-
scriptions. She also said that no visit to 
Edinburgh during the last six years had been a 
charge on the Society. When the concert was held 
there it made a profit, and she felt that all 
branches should be able to take more responsi— 
hility for the concert when it was held in their 
district. The Edinburgh Branch felt that the 
last thing they wanted was to leave the Society 

they would not mind a subscription rise 
ii tne increase was to go to their own Branch funds. 
Miss Murphy also wondered if the per capita fee to 
the Central Fund might include something to be used 
for helping the newer and smaller branches until 
they get on their feet. 

Miss Wilson, the delegate for Newcastle, said 
her branch wanted to suggest that members paid for 
the magazine individually; thus there would then 
be no reason to raise the subscription. The Ohair-
man said that under these circumstances we could no 
longer use the magazine as the official organ of the 
Society. Mr. Kenworthy said that if the Society is 
to get the magazine at a privilege price it must be 
for all members. Mr. Hyatt said the publishers 
would not be able to let us have it cheaper than its 
price to the public unless we could guarantee an eco-
nornic number. 

Dr. Coles knew that a number of his Northampton 
members did not, in fact, read the magazine, and the 
Branch felt very strongly that those who did want it 
would be prepared to pay the full price. The real 
privilege of belonging to the Society was, they felt, 
the annual Musical Director's visit - an*j! anything 
else should go before this. ' 
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The Mersey side delegate (Mr. L. 0. Jones-) stated 
that the Musical Director's visit costs ahout £10, 
for his branch, and he felt the members would be 
willing to pay for this. If the Branch paid for 
this visit, would the Central Fund continue to pay 
the expenses of a delegate to the Conference'? He 
thought his members might be willing to pay for this 
also for a year or two, to help give the magazine a 
chance. They vould certainly be against a rise in 
subscription. 

The Chairman said it was difficult to think of 
the problems of the Society as a whole on this ba-
sis because of the differences in fares to various 
branches, so that the membership of more distant 
branches would have to be much greater to finance 
a Director's visit, he felt there must be a cen-
tral fund for such purposes, to which every member 
subscribes. Mr Jones then suggested the Society 
might pay fares of over £5. 

Manchester, with a membership in the fifties, 
was in agreement in principle with Merseyside. 

Mr. Crispin said that Devon, for example, with 
its present membership could not afford to pay the 
Director's fees. 

Mr $hittall said that the Midlands Branch would 
be in favour of paying for the annual visit, and 
felt this high-lighted the advantages of Mr Crispin's 
proposal, which meant that each branch could make its 
own financial arrangements according to local circum-
stances. His branch would be willing to support a 
local levy. , 

(continued) 
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future 
Df the 
Society 
( c o n t . ) 

Mr Bonsor put the case for a group which 
had decided against joining the Society. 
The group has 17 or 18 members, paying 15/-
a head, most of which is spent on music. 
If they "became a Branch they would have to 
pay a guinea, out of which they would receive 
only 12/- per head for their own expenses, 
Most of his members are not interested in re-
ceiving the magazine and when they heard that 
they might not now get a Director's visit, 
they felt they would gain nothing by joining 
the Society- The Manchester delegate. Mr. 
Alton, said that for some years he had been 
trying to form a small group of players in 
N.E. Lancashire but their reaction to joining 
was similar to Mr. Bonsor5s group. Mr. 
Kenworthy pointed out that the true cost to Mr 
Bonsor's group of running their own meetings 
at 15/- a head, having a Musical Director's 
annual visit, and sending a delegate to the 
Conference, would be about 35/- per head. 
Mr. Bonsor said they would not necessarily 
expect an exclusive visit but would be willing 
to share one with another local branch* 

Dr Bergmann said we expected a great deal 
for our 21/~ The question was, did we need 
a Society? In this connection he said; 
1) the esteem of the British/Society of Re-
corder Players'' abroad is enormous. It is 
unique. 
2) the magazine is a great.achievement. He 
felt the Society had a purpose apart from 
playing the recorder, and he hoped the maga-
zine might help to spread the possibilities 
of the recorder in secondary schools, He 
considered (a) the Annual Concert would have 
to go; it had proved useless as propaganda 
and had never brought in new members. 
Musical Directors would be prepared to offer 
their services as before, "but branches must 
arrange any concert themselves (b) the rebate 
of 12/- per.head, in London at least, is only 
just enough and (c) he would like to see the 
magazine kept. 
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With regard to Musical Directors' visits to 
small and uneconomic "branches. Dr. Bergmann 
thought there were three possibilities 
1} they should he financed by the branch. 
2) someone in the neighbourhood should make 
the visit (e.g. Mr Bonsor, 
3) there should he a combined visit. 
Branches should also he allowed to raise a levy 
if they needed more money-

With regard to the Concert, the Chairman 
said they would honour their pledge to Northamp 
ton for 1964, hut hold no more thereafter un • 
less they are promoted and financed hy the 
branch instead of by the central funds. 

In reply to a question from the Chairman, 
Mr James said Directors' visits last year cost 
#55 - but that not all the branches had had one, 
Mr Hunt suggested we could assume the cost at 
210, making the total 2140. 

Future Dr. Bergmann suggested a rebate of 9/-
of the and 12/- to the central fund. Mr, VVyatt 
Society thought this would give the branches less 
(cont) while losing the psychological advantages 

of Mr Crispin's scheme. 
Mr James said last year branches held 

cash balances totalling £387, which indi-
cated that they were not using all their 
rebates. 

The suggestion was discussed of a cen-
tral subscription of 12/-, which vould pay 
for the magazine, administration, Musical 
Directors' visit and delegate to the Con-
ference, and that branches should raise an 
independent local levy also. 

Part 1 of the Meeting ended at 9.30 P.M. 
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Hew 
Magazine 

Finance 

Mr Alton (Manchester) proposed that the 
Society should preserve its association with 
the magazine as at present. This was sgcwdcA 
"by Mr Crispin and agreed by all the dele-
gates with the exception of Mr*Darby (Dorset). 

With regard to finance, it was proposed 
that the Executive Committee should consider 
what amount was necessary for the Central Fund, 
and it was felt this should not be more than 15/-

Mr James said there was enough in reserve to 
leave the question of subscriptions over until 
next year 

it was agreed 

that the AG.M. Agenda should be sent out 
in the usual way 
that the Executive Committee should meet 
and appoint a sub-committee to draw up 
the new draft constitution, 
that an Extraordinary General Meeting 
should be called to discuss these ques-
tions in time for any changes to come into 
operation in the coming year. 

Mr Kenworthy proposed, and it was agreed, that the Executive 
Committee should draw up a new draft constitution for con-
sideration by branches. 

In conclusion, 

1 ) 

2 ) 

5) 

Visiting 
Conductors 

Week-end 
Conference 

The question of a list of people who could 
be asked to make pastoral visits being drawn 
up and available to all branches was raised, 
and the Meeting was in favour of this sug-' 
gestion. it was agreed this should he dis-
cussed again ty the Executive Committee. It 
was suggested and agreed that all branch dele 
gates should discuss this question with their 
members and report their findings to the Chair-
man. 

Miss Dinn proposed that a Conference-cum-
Summer School should be organised outside London 
one week-end, 



Any Other 
Business 

New "IS" It was reported that a new "branch of 21 
Branches members had been formed in Norfolk 

Mr Bonsor asked whether some indication 
could he given of the minimum number which the 
Society would he prepared to accept for a new 
branch, and Mr Hunt went on to explain that we 
could not support a number of small branches 
far from London. Mr Crispin suggested that 
this question should be discussed by the Exe-
cutive Committee but Mr Hunt said that in fact, 
each new case was discussed on its own merits. 

Both Glasgow and Birmingham branches said 
they were having difficulty in keeping evening 
classes for recorder players in their areas. 

Mr Bonsor said that in his County there were 
no non-vocational classes at all, but he had 
managed to persuade the Authorities to provide 
a class for recorder playing. 

Dr Bergmann said there were troubles over 
evening classes for the recorder even in 
London, where some had not sufficient support; 
others had been closed by the Council even 
though they were well supported. 

The Aberdeen delegate asked whether the other 
Branch Secretaries could publish in their reports 

(cont'd) in the Magazine what music they were using at their 
meetings as this would be helpful to his branch 
which did not always have access to new music. He 
asked whether it would be possible to have a get-to-
gether for Branch Musical Directors 

Miss Hargreaves (West Riding) reported that her 
area is trying out a new programme of peripatetic 
teachers of all musical instruments, including the 
recorder. 

Miss Wilson (Newcastle) reported that they had had 
a letter from someone overseas who wanted to communi -
cate with them by tape; they had had their first 
tape-recording and had sent one in return of a con-
cert given by the Newcastle Branch. This overseas 
group^had the Magazine, and wanted to start a Recorder 
Society of its own. 

TheConference for 1965 was provisionally fixed for 
16th and 17th January. 

Any Other 
Busines 

Date of 
Next 
Meeting. 

There being no further business 
at 1 p.m. 

the Meeting, ended 



MINUTES OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE held on Saturday 15th and Sunday 
16th May? 1965, at the Tavistock Hotel, Wo "burn Place, W. C. 1. 

Present 

Mr. Hunt in the Chair 
Dr. Dolmetsch 
Dr. Bergmann 
Mr. Kenworthy 
Mr. Wyatt 
Mr. Gray (Sunday only) 
Miss Downer 

Dr. Robertson, Aberdeen 
Miss Hunt, Bristol 
Mr. Crispin, Devon 
Mr. Sam Taylor, Dorset 
Miss Murphy, Edinburgh 
Miss Barker, Glasgow 
Miss Griffiths, London 
Mr. Ambler, Manchester 

b 

Miss Dim-
Mr . J ame s 
Miss Unwin 
Mr. Hersom 
Miss Murray 
Miss Wright 
Miss Davis 

Mr. Horwich, Merseyside 
Miss Clithero, Midlands 
Miss Durham, Newcastle 
Messrs. Skins & Gregson, 

Norfolk 
Dr. and Mrs. Coles, 

Northampton 
Miss Hargreaves, W. Riding 

Apologies for absence were received from Cambridge Branch (both 
days) Mrc M. Dolmetsch (both days); and Mr. Gray (Saturday). 

'Saturday 15th, May, 

Minutes of 
last Confersnoe 

Tributes. The Chairman said that the Society had lost 
two friends in Joyce Tadman and Mrs. Ferguson, 
who was Mrs. Dolmetsch's mother, both of whom 
had died in the previous year. He also said 
that he would like to couple their names with 
that of Elli McMullen who had also died recently 

The Meeting stood for a minute's silence in 
tribute. 

Miss Murray said there seemed to be some 
omissions from these Minutes which she would 
like to fill in. The Chairman suggested that 
confirmation of the Minutes should be suspended 
until this omitted section had been added. 
Miss Dinn suggested that the Minutes should be 
signed with the proviso that anything which had 
been omitted could be included with the Minutes 
of the present Meeting. 

Dr. Coles proposed that this should be done» 
This was seconded by Mr. Crispin and carried 
unanimously. The Minutes were therefore signed 
as correct 



The omission is inserted herewith. 

"Mr. Wyatt said he thought there might be a 
lo u to be said for making the Branch Delegates' 
Conference the legislative body of the Society 
instead of the Annual General Meeting. 

Mrs. Dolmetsch said she would support this 
suggestion because the Delegates' Conference is 
much more representative of the membership of the 
Society than the A.G.M, has ever been. 

^ Dr .* Bergmann said that the danger would be 
that delegates would come briefed by their 
Branches, instead of with open minds„ 

Other suggestions were made for holding 
the Conference and the A.G.M. on the same day 
so that delegates could attend the A.G.M. 

arising out of Mr. Wyatt's 

iMattors 
1 A r i s i n g 

Various points 
suggestion were discussed. Mr. Wyatt then 
suggested that nothing should be done at the 
coming A.G.M, but that an Extraordinary General 
Meeting should be called to authorise the change 
in the way of levying subscriptions, and at whicl 
a new draft constitution could also be put for-
ward for approval, transferring the powers of 
the A.G.M. to the Annual Conference. 

Dr. Bergmann asked whether future Minutes 
could be circulated as soon as possible after 
the Conference, instead of just before the next 
Conference. The Chairman said this had been 
agreed at the last Executive Committee Meeting, 
and would be done after the present meeting and 
all future meetings. 

The Secretary said that a list of visiting 
conductors had been prepared by the Committee, 
and that all the people whose names appeared on 
it had agreed to be included, with the exception 
of Mr. Herdman. Mr. Dayton Ring had yet to repl; 
but it was felt he would have no objection to 
agreeing. 

The Chairman said the list had been prepared 
on the advice of Branches, and would be revised 
annually. The Secretary then read the list, 
which she said was to be circulated to all 
Branches. 

Bi 
Re 

Maf 
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Branch 
Reports 

It was pointed out that three names on this 
list were of people who were not at present paid] 
up members of the Society. Dr. Bergmann asked 
whether the Meeting thought that the Society 
should ask non-members to conduct their meetings] 
This was discussed, and although it was felt 
that Branches could ask whom they liked to 
conduct their own meetings , it was also felt Toy 
several members that only the names of members 
of the Society should appear on the official 
list of visiting conductors. Dr. Bergmann 
proposed this; it was seconded by Dr. Dolmetschj 
and carried by a majority vote. 

It was, however, pointed out that it would 
be difficult to remove the names of the three 
non-members, at least until the list was re-
viewed next year. It was therefore decided to 
leave these names on for the current year, but 
to remove them next year if the people in 
question had not in the meantime paid their 
subscriptions to the Society. 

The Chairman welcomed all the Branch 
Delegates. 

Dr. Robertson asked that the Branch reports 
should be taken as read and handed to the Secre-
tary. Mr. Hunt said that this point had been 
discussed by the Committee and it had been de-
cided that the reports should be read out to 
the Meeting, as this was a way of helping 
Branches to get to know about each other. 

The Branch Delegates therefore read their 
reports. 

Magazine 

i 
>n 
?12 
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The Chairman said that an editor was still needed 
for the Society's pages in the magazine and asked if 
delegates would consider this and make suggestions. 
Dr. Bergmann said he had asked Mr. Charles Chilton but 
did not know yet whether he would be able to accept. 

The Merseyside delegate said his branch felt there 
was too great an emphasis in the magazine on the re-
corder in schools, and other delegates agreed with this| 
Dr. Bergmann said this was perhaps partly his fault, 
as he felt that it would only pay its way if it was 
made of interest to schools, which would then buy it. i 
Miss Wright suggested that the magazine might be drawn | 
to the attention of the Music Advisors on local coun-
cils, who might then suggest it as a magazine to which] 
schools should subscribe. 



Dr. Robertson said he had found some of the articles 
intended for schools to be of help in teaching adult >; 
ginners. He also said he thought that the Society's 
pages were inadequate as representing the Society. Mr. 
Hunt said he had done what he could but had received 
very little support from members. 

The Merseyside delegate raised the point that the 
magazine was not easily available to people other than 
S. E. P. members., and that two large music shops in 
Liverpool had not heard of it. Mr. Kenworthy said he 
would take this matter up but Dr. Bergmann said copies 
had been sent to the trade when the magazine was first 
issued, but all had been returned. 

Mr. Hunt said he had understood it would be available 
from station bookstalls but Mr. Kenworthy said W.H. 
Smith's limited the number of magazines which they woul< 
deal in and would only take on a new one if it was ob-
viously commercially attractive. He said that W.H. 
Smith in Oxford had been approached separately because 
of the Oxford interest in the last issue, but so far 
he had not heard from them. 

Miss Downer said that the magazine was shown on 
the bookstall in the Royal Festival Hall but, compared 
with other publications there, it seemed to her to be 
too small. 

It was suggested that a leaflet publicising the 
magazine might be sent to music shops which sold re-
corders, but Dr. Bergmann said he did not think anyone 
would read it. Mr, Wyatt pointed out that Schott's 
were already losing money on the magazine and that 
any publicity would have to be paid for by them. 

Mr. Hunt said that the price of the magazine 
had just been increased. Mr. James said it was in-
creased to 3/- in February, and that the publishers 
had indicated that they would have to charge the 
Society more for their copies. After negotiations 
with the publishers it had been agreed that the maga-
zine would be made available to the Society at l/6d 
which is half the published price. Mr. James felt 
that this was quite a good bargain but it would upset 
his budgeting for the 15/- subscription. However, 
even with this increase and increases in postal 
charges which would soon come into force, he did not 
think there would be any need to raise the subscription 
tgain yet 



Magazine 
(continue d) 
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lew 
Rules 

Dr. Robertson asked whether it would be possible 
to have a list of new publications for the previous 
three months published in the magazine. Mr. 
Kenworthy said he would think about this and see if 
it would be practicable. 

Dr. Bergmann said this would mean free ad-
vertising for publishers who might then not take 
advertising space. However, Mr. Kenworthy re-
peated that he would consider the pros and cons of 
the suggestion. 

The Chairman said it was intended that the new 
rules should be printed in full in the August issue 
of the magazine , when there was less news than usual.I 

On the question of pastoral visits, the Chair-
man said they had been in abeyance for a while until 
the change in the subscription basis and in the 
method of running the Society had been organised. 
How that the Society is able to pay for the magazine, 
plus the Conference and the pastoral visits, evury 
Branch is once more entitled to one visit a year 
froir a member of the list of visiting conductors. 
The visit should bo arranged through the Secretary. 
In reply to a question, the Chairman said that any 
Branch could arrange direct with the person con-
corned for an unofficial visit, from a person on the 
list or from anyone else, tut an official pastoral 
visit must be arranged through the Secretary. 

Mr - James pointed out that the year during which 
th.0 Branch could receive a visit began on 1st October 

The Chairman asked delegates to emphasise to 
their members the importance of paying their sub-
scriptions as early in the year as possible, be-
cause of the expense of removing their names from 
the list kept in London for mailing purposes and 
then reinstating them. The question of a combined 
subscription for married couples was raised but it 
was decided that practical considerations made this 
too difficult, and the suggestion was dropped. 

Dr. Coles said that the concert had made a profit. 
vuiiuwi-u au The Musical Directors all expressed their thanks to 
Northampton Dr. and Mrs. Coles, and Mr. James said the Central 

Fund had benefitted from the concert by an amount 
of £19• 

The Chairman reminded the Meeting that this was 
the last concert which would be sponsored official y 
by the Society, but said that the Musical Directors 
would always be willing to help any Branch which 
wanted to sponsor a concert of its own. 

Annual 
Concert at 
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The Secretary read the Minutes of the last Annual 
General Meeting of the Society and of an Extra-
ordinary General Meeting. These were accepted by 
the Meeting and signed Toy the Chairman as a correct 
record. 

Mr = Gray commented on the student membership of 
the Society which had risen "by one-third. This 
seemed to justify keeping this category of membership 
in being. 

Mr. Hunt said the year's work had been mainly 
concerned with the new Rules and marking time until 
this Conference, when we would be able to s, how 
they worked, what the new shape of the Society is 
going to mean, and how it will be run in the future. 
He had already spoken of the magazine and the need 
for finding an editor for the S.R.P. pages. He said 
he had also already referred to the loss of Miss 
Tadman and all that she stood for in the work of the 
Society. He mentioned that we had had our last con-
cert, and that the new shape of the Society was 
emerging. The Society was facing the question of how 
the money should be used and what are the things 
members would like to pay for and what they must do 
without. He thought the most important things were 
the contact between London and the Branches, through 
pastoral visits and the Annual Conference„ He hoped 
these contacts would continue to keep the Society 
working as one unit and as a number of separate 
entities scattered throughout the country. He 
thought it a pity that we had had to drop the concert 
but we had had to face facts. There were fifteen 
branches, so it would be fifteen years before every 
branch had had its turn. It was also a question of 
finance. Most of these concerts had been run at a 
loss and had not achieved what they had set out to do 
in the way of propaganda and attracting new members. 
There were also more public concerts now which included 
the recorder. 

Mr. James 
31st Septemb.: 
issue of the 
He said that 

said that the Accounts for the year to 
;r, 1964, had been included in the February 
magazine, and he handed round copies. 
last year he had pointed out that the 

year ending 30th September, 1963, was not typical be-
cause of the rise in subscription, and this also 
applies to the year ending 30th September, 1964, which 
was the first and also the only year in which the sub-
scription stood at a guinea. 
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The peak year for membership had been the year 
ending 30th September, 1962, when membership went 
above a thousand. In the following year, with the 
increased subscription, membership dropped considerably 
but 
had 
1,006. 

rise again, and 
compared with the 

2em likely, however, that 

the year 
peak of 
we 

The new 

in 1963/64 it began to 
ended with 955 members, 

It did not s 
would reach 955 again in the current year 
divided subscription did not appear to be as 
attractive to members as we had hoped. The cash 
balance in the year 1963/64 was £344 (compared with 
£378 in 1962 /63 ) . Expenditure had been £868 and 
income was £838. The deficit on the year was 
therefore about £30 (compared with £56 in the 
previous year). 

Rebates to Branches, which would not occur again, 
amounted to £415. The cost of the magazine will be a 
major feature in the future; with the increase in 
price to the Society to l/6d and the increase in 
postage rates, the magazine, including distribution, 
will cost the Society about £400 a year and will, 
therefore, be by far the largest item of expenditure. 
The next largest item is the Annual Conference, which 
this year will cost over £70 and possibly £80. After 
this comes Travelling Expenses of Musical Directors, 
or in the future of people on the list of visiting 
conductors. 

The main item of income is of course sub-
scriptions, although some of the music published 
by the Society in its early days is still being 

School, which had been mentioned at previous Com 
mittee Meetings. 

Mr. James then mentioned two items of special 
interest in the accounts under review. One was a 

In connection with the latter, he mentioned that „he 
Joyce Tadman Fund was still open though he would pro 
bably close it in about a month's time; so far about 
£40 had been contributed. 

Mr. James then spoke about how the accounts should 
be circulated to members in the future. last year 

I : ^ e n ! h = u i a e ^ a p o " U f e S
P O o o u l i be sent 



Election of 
Officers 
and 
Committee. 

i n bulk to Branch Secretaries for distribution. He 
also said that now that the Accounts concerned the 
Central Fund only he could probably have them ready 
for the November issue. 

After discussion, Mr - Horwich (Merseyside) 
proposed that the Accounts should be sent out to all 
members with the magazine (in the November issue if 
possible). This was seconded by Miss Murray and 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. James then said that Branch funds at 30th 
September, 1964, amounted to £459 , compared with 
£328 at the end of the previous year. Nearly all 
Branches were holding substantial cash balances. 

Dr. Bergmann proposed the adoption of the Accounts 
This was seconded by Miss Dinn and carried unanimous! 

The Secretary said that no nominations had been 
received. 

The Chairman said the Society could not afford to 
pay expenses for any Committee member attending 
meetings in London. Miss Murphy (Edinburgh) asked 
whether it would be possible to have a Committee 
member outside London who would not attend meetings 
but who would receive copies of all minutes and be 
kept up to date with Committee discussions and de-
cisions. The Chairman thought this was a point which 
Branches might consider. 

Dr. Coles proposed that the present Officers and 
Committee should be re—elected en bloc for the coming 
year, and the whole question considered again next 
yeari This was seconded by Mr. Crispin and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Hunt then proposed from the Chair that 
Miss Wright's name should be added to this proposal 
as Country Secretary, an office which she had agreed 
to take over when it was left vacant by Miss Tadman's 
death. This was also carried unanimously. 

[Appointment of 
Iffrm. Auditor. 

inj Other 
iBusiness. 

> ^0 

unanimously. 

i i i l i l l l l l i -

Br 
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Miss Hargreaves (W. Riding) said many of tier 

members would like to see more in the magazine about 
other Branches' activities, especially in the summer 
months when they might be travelling about the 
country and have the opportunity of visiting another 
Branch. Mr. Hunt said dates of Branch meetings and 
any other information would be published in the 
magazine if it were sent to him, but there would be 
a time lag before it appeared. 

Miss Griffiths (London) asked whether a member 
of one Branch visiting another would be treated as 
a member or a visitor. Mr. Hunt said this was a 
matter for the Branches to decide but he felt sure 
that any Branch would, as a matter of courtesy, 
welcome a member from another Branch to any meeting. 

The Glasgow delegate said that her Branch Chair-
man felt that Branch membership should be limited to 
30. She said that she would like to report to her 
Branch that it was the feeling of the Conference 
that all Branches should recruit as many members as 
possible, without any limit. The Meeting confirmed 
that it deprecated any suggestion of a limitation 
on numbers. 

Dr. Bergmann asked the Meeting whether it thought 
it a good idea to have a printed leaflet called 
something like "Join the Society of Recorder Players' 
with a picture of a recorder and information about 
the Society, for display in libraries, music shops 
etc. The name and address of the local Branch Secre-
tary would be added to it. 

The Chairman said the Society's leaflet would, in 
any case, have to be brought up to date and Br. 
Bergmann's suggestion could be considered at the 
same time. 

Br, Coles said he would enquire of the printer 
who printed the leaflets for the Northampton Concert 
what"such a leaflet might cost. It was agreed that 
the meeting would like in principle to see such a 
leaflet produced and that Br. Coles should make the 
suggested enquiries. 

Br. Bergmann said that Mr. Corcoran would give 
his services in designing the leaflet, and it was 
therefore agreed that Br. Coles and Schotts should 
work together on this matter. 

The Chairman said that the Branches would be 
told of the outcome of the various enquiries. 



Date of Next 
Annual 
Conference 

9 

on 14th May to coincide with the Conference, 

A vote of thanks was proposed to the Chairman 
and the Chairman proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Committee. 

There being no further "business the Meeting 
ended at 1 p.m. 

I A L ? 
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was the suggestion of another publication in place of the 
fourth issue. The word 'Year-Book' had been used and it was 
envisaged that this would be something of a more permanent 
nature than the magazine. 

Treasurer's Report. Mr. James said that the accountsfor the year 
ending September 1965 had been circulated with the magazine 
issued in November 1965. These accounts were 
year of the new subscription arrangements, i,f . 
Central Fund and the Branches making their own financial 

for the firwt 
15/'- to the 

arrangements, The Central Fund appeared to have done very 
well and there was a surplus of £200. Mr. James said, however, 
that this was exceptional and unlikely to be repeated. Income 
for the year had included Hiss Tadman1s legacy of £100, a profit 
of £19 from the Northampton concert, the last to be held, and 
a donation of £5 from Michael Tippett. This year had not, 
therefore $ been a typical one. 

Mr. James said it was unlikely that the main itmes of 
expenditure would change very much in the current year. The 
„mount of £400 for the magazine, shown in these accounts, is 
likely to be somewhat larger in future years, if there is a 
new publication to take the place of the fourth issue. The 
next largest it<̂ 4 is the Delegates' Conference, the cost of 
which tends to .rise year by year. Travelling expenses for 
pastoral visits were lower than usual in these accounts 
because, as mentioned at the last Conference, there had reen 
fewer visits than usual vf ile the Society was being re-organised. 
With the new panel of visiting conductors to drr.w upon, and 
with 15 Branches eligible for a visit each year, it was obvious 
that travelling expenses for visiting conductors will •ecome 
quite a formidable item. Mr. James did not anticipate any 
great change in other items of expenditure. 

Mr. James said it appeared that for the current year there 
would be a surplusof only about £20, assuming that there is a 
publication to take the place of the fourth issue of the 
magazine. This surplus would, therefore, probably be wiped 

probabl 
C> 

v b e small deficits He 
for anxiety at present, as the Society new fc: 

out altogether in the next year andin the future there would 
did not think this was a cause 

had a substantial 
balance in hand. The total cash in the Ba?.:ks last year was 
£519. If membership remained a'out the srtfie , therefore, he 
could see no immediate reason to raise the subscription to the 
Central Fund. Membership had shown a disappointing tendency 
to drop. For the year to September, 1965„ it was 915, For 
the previous year it was 955 and two years 'efore that it had 
been just over a thousand. However, for the current '-ear it 
was already 918, so perhaps the trend was now being reversed. 
Of last year1s membership, 634 were Branch members, 86 students 
195 unattached me fillers. About 20 of the unattached menbers 
are paying the full subscription of 15/- and t1 .e "balance are old 
members who have a vested right to pay 7/6 a year. These will 
gradu lly dwindle away. 

Mr. Gray said some of the drop in membership was accounted 
for by the loss of about 30 Mexican menibe: s. 

Mr. James said the Society had member:s in the U.S.A., 
Seuth Africa, lew Zealand, Australia, Turkey, Israel and most 
European countries. 

; The Chairman thanked Mr, James for lis clear exposition 
of the accounts and for all his work, 

Mr. vryatt said that it appeared fro the accounts that we 
were earning only 19& on our balance in the bank. Mr. James 
explained that the balance with f e London Trustees Savings 
Bank was in fact earning 5$ but the interest was credited in 
November wiie- .reas our year ended in October. Each year; 
therefore, it would appear that we were earning much less 
interest than was in fact the case. Mr. James explained that 
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the first £50 deposited earned 2 
amounted to about &380, earned 5#. 
a current account for convenience. 

and the rest, which now 
Some money is also kept in 

Election of Hon. Auditor. Mr. Minchin v/as willing to stand for re-
" election', and was re-elected unanimously. 

Election of Officers. Miss Dinn, this year's retiring Musical 
"" "director,"" was" re-elected^ and no further names bavin- Men 

received the Musical Directors, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership 
Secretary and Country Secretary were re-elected unanimously. 

The Chairman then asked whet' er the meeting would agree to 
Mr. Hersom and Mr. ",-yatt tfing elected as new Musical Directors, 
as according to the Rules SbtSociet- could have up to five and 
at present had only three. Mr. ̂ yatt said it seemed to him 
that this proposal was made only to avoid the embarrassment of 
holding an election for the Committee which ml ht mean that 
some of the old members were voted off, and this did not seem 
a proper reason for appointing new Musical Directors. 

Mr. Bonsor's name was suggested but he was unwilling to take 
on any further responsibilities at present. Mr. ;ryatt then 
asked whether in fact the Society needed Musical Directors at all. 
Fow that the Society no longer publishes its own music, and now 
that the responsibility for pastoral visits is shared among the 
whole list of visiting conductors* it would seem that the only 
task left to the Musical Directors is to examine candidates for 
the Teachers' Test. The Chairman pointed out that this Test 
is now run by the Company who organise Roehampton Summer School, 
and not by the Society, Mr. 7yatt said that the present Musical 
Directors', who were among the founders of the _Societ», held a 
special position which no newly-appointed Musical Director could 
fill. He wondered whether the post of Musical Director might 
be abolished altogether and thr present holders given some other 
permanent title which no-one else would ever hold. 

The meeting seemed to feel that the post of Musical Director 
should not be abolished, but this question was left to he dis-
cussed bv Branches before the next Conference. It was also 
felt that Branches should consider possible candidates for 
Musical Directors in the future if the post is to be retained. 
Dr. Dergmann said the present Directors were not getting any 
younger and tbe Society should Ire th nking about who was to run 
it in the future, 

Mr. James said that he would like to retire as Treasurer 
as soon as a successor could be found, hut, after some discussion 
he agreed to withdrr? his designation for the time being. 

Election of Committee. Three new names were put forward for the 
Committee:-

Mr. John Thomson - proposed by Dr. Dergmann 
seconded by Miss Davis 

Dr. John Allen - proposed by Miss J. Enderby 
seconded by Miss R. Griffiths 

Miss Frances Barker - proposed by Mr. Johnston, 
seconded bv Ingram. 

b t R . 
In connection with the proposal of Mr. Thomson the Chairman 

read a letter from Mr. Corcoran saying that owing to the increas-
ing amount of work with which he was 1 ecominr concerned at Schotts• 
he was unable to continue as Editor of uThe Recorder and Music 
Magazine". The Chairman suggested that Mr. Thomson should take 
over the post and this had been agreed. 

The Chairman said he welcomed the change and asked whether 
the Society should convey its acceptance of the the appointment 
of Mr. Thomson to Schott's via Mr. Her mm and this was agreed. 

Dr. Robertson asked whether the Society should have a rule 
that some members of the Committee retired annually and were not 
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This elegible for re-election for a certain length of time. 

would help to bring in new blood, 

Mr. Eonsor asked whether it would be possible to hold at 
least some of the meetings away from London. Mr. James said 
this would be very expensive if the Society were expedted to pay 
travelling expenses. He also said he could see no point in 
holding a meeting outside London, which was the easiest place 
for all to reach. Mr. Eons or said he accepted this point but 
he still felt the Society was run too much from London. 

Mrs. O'Riordan said she had been instructed by her Branch 
to urge the election of Miss Barker to represent Scotland on the 
Committee. Miss Barker said she was willing to Day her own 
travelling expenses to Committee Meetings in London. 

A ballot was then held and the following members were elected-

Hiss Barker, Miss Downer, Mr. Hersom, Mr. Kenworthy, Miss Murray, 
Miss Unwin and Mr. "yatt. 

Branch Reports. The delegates read reports from their respective 
Branches'and the Country Secretary reported on the unattached 
members. 

Magazine (new proposals) Mr. iyatt reported to the meeting that 
'' Schott's, as delegates would already know, had decided to publish 

onl^ three issues of the magazine a year. This decision was 
taken without any consultation with the Society. The Society 
has an agreement with the Managing Director of Schotts which 
provides for the pulli.'cation of four issues of tAe magazine a 
year and the Society therefore sent a deputation to see^Mr. 
Makings, the Managing Director. He apologised for having 
broken the agreement and explained that this was due not only to 
financial considerations but to the strain which editing -the 
magazine imposed on Mr. Corcoran, on top of all his work for 
Schott's. Mr. Makings offered, however, to pay for the printing 
of a special publication to take the place of the fourth issue 
and used the expression "Year book". It was agreed in principle 
that the editorial matter in this publication would be provided 
by the Society and this would involve no demands on Mr. Corcoran. 
This suggestion was discussed by the Executive Committee and it 
was decided that a year book might be of use. The deputation 
therefore had a further discussion with Mr. Makings on points of 
more detail, and he then proposed to pay for the printing and 
paper costs of a volume which would cost 3/— on the assumption 
that a thousand copies would be produced. This he would be 
willing to sell to the Society for 1/6 a copy. _ Mr. Makings has 
now agreed to give the Society details of the kind of publication 
he can produce for 3/ —» and the Society has agreed to give Schotfcb 
some idea of what it thinks the year book should contain. The 
Executive Committee felt that there might be scope for items of 
more permanent interest than could be included in the magazine, 
as well as some articles too long for inclusion. 

Mr. ̂ yatt went on to sav, however, that only the day before 
a new editor, Mr. John Thomson, had been appointed b^ Schott's 
to edit the magazine and this would seem to put an entirely new 
complexion on the discussions. The decision to discontinue the 
fourth issue had been taken, according to Mr. Makings, to a large 
extent to relieve the pressure on Mr. Corcoran, but this question 
would no longer arise. It seemed to him, therefore, that the 
way might be open for the Society to try to persuade Mr. Makings 
to revert to the fourth issue and drop the idea of a 'rear ̂ ook. 
His personal opinion was the Mr. Makings might not Te difficult 
to persuade. 

Mr. Fenworthy said he thought the new editor would prefer 
to edit a quarter!^ publication rather than one which came out 
three times a year% and that he would therefore be prepared to 
support anv request from the Society to restore the fourth issue. 
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children. 

Dr. Robertson said "that Aberdeen Branch had asked him to 
say that their members would like more, not less, parochial 
gossip in the Society's pages. 

should not be too erudite, . , 

sISSIISEIIH 
effect on the circulation. 

t h e Z k " o f o o a l 

Dr. Bergmann asked whether the magazine could •e advertised 
in one of the musio papers in Germany, where many People spoke 

%o^such tut^Hr.JCenmorthy^felt^tha j e ^ i t 171^'important 

to tr̂ r to ret hold of the thousandsof recorder placers in this 
country who did not belong -o the Society, and this was tie 
general feeling of tne meeting. 

Mrs. Taylor (Merseyside Branch) asked whether copies of the 
magezine could be sent to Bangor and other "elsh Universities, in 
the "hope of arousing some interest inhales where there was as yet 
no branch. She suggested getting in touch with Mr. 3sran Rees-
Davies. 

The Chairman thanked Hiss Drake for taking on the editorship 
and said over one wished her well. 

04, *), 
UJ 

Publicity for the Society. A draft leaflet prepared by Mr. Hersom 
' was^'passed round the meeting. 

The Chairman suggested that the leaflet should say that the 
magazine was distributed regularly instead of specifying the 
number of issues, It was agreed that this paragrap snould oe 
more vague though no actual wording was decided. 

It was agreed that Hiss Wriglr's address should be given 
instead of Mr. Gray's. 

Tt w&a suggested that the word 'Honorary' should be omitted 
from each title'of an official and the federal heading should be 
'Honorary Officials of the Society'. 

It was suggested that the name and address of the Branch 
Secretary in the district in which the leaflet is to be distri-
buted should be added. 

The Chairman said he thought the leaflet should "be printed' 
with all the general information and local branches could add 
what information they wished. A space should be left f 
purpose. 

It was finally agreed by the meeting that the Committee 
should finalise the wording of the leaflet and taat it shoulc. 
then be printed and distributed to branches. 

the country to hold courses for teachers of the recorder and so 
improve the standard of teaching in schools, 

° f 7 
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Mrs. O'Eiordan said t" at £he had found a teachers1 

college in Edinburgh where the recorder was "ein- taufl 
students by people who know nothing a"out it. Mr. vpr^ 
that the system of compulsory teaching of t o recordeifV:",'3/ti 
particular college had done the instrument ver 
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Mr. Eonsor said that he had 
authority to accept the recorder 
Higher level examination. It was felt among delegates that the 
use of the recorder in primary schools has not been good for its 
reputation asa serious instrument. 

Mrs, O'Eiordan asked whether Mr. Eo/sor could go to the 
training colleges and present the recorder to students as a musical 
instrument. Mr, Eonsor said this would 1e difficult to arrange 
and added that his own Inspector was shocked at much that was 
going on. The Education Authorities bad no jurisdiction over 
training colleges. 

Miss Hargreaves said that in the Vest Hiding they had four 
full-time peripatetic recoider te chers but even so they were 
a 1 le to teach regularly at only a very small number of the schools, 
They give concerts to schools where they do not teach and are also 
giving courses to teachers, but they have not enough time to do all 
that should be done. The ' 'est Hiding is trying to increase its 
quota of recorder teachers all the time. 

Mr. Crispin said every training 
recorder expert. 

o-Ollege should have a 

I r s . T a y l o r ( l i e r s e y s i d e ) a s k e d v r h e t h e r a 3?ep03T"b of this 
Annual Conference could be sent to one of the better daily news-
papers. She suggested the report could say that the Society 
deplores the low standard of recorder teaching in schools, and 
that particular mention should be made a"! out the attitude of 
training colleges. 9 9 

It was agreed that this should be done and the publications 
Educational Supplement" an,d "The Guaidiadl mentioned were 11 The Times 

It was suggested that Christopher Grier. a: ' free-lance 
journalist, should be asked to wri'e an article about the Society. 

newspaper It was suggested that Mr. Eons or should write the 
report on the Conference. Mr. " onsor said he thought it should 
come from the Executive Committee of the Society, and suggested 
Mr. ':yatt. Mr. ''yatt said he was not sure whether this report 
would be a good thing and he wondered whether the standard of 
recorder playing in schools was in fact the concern ofthe Society. 
He said it was not possible to make a living playing the Instrument 
and therefore music colleges did not train recorde players. He " 
did not think it was within the powers of a small society such as 
ours to alter the education system of the country. 

the 

s> is 
Mrs. O'Eiordan said she stronglyAagreed $ with this and said 
country depended on children being properly taught in school. 

Mr. ,'yatt said he felt the Society should concern itself more 
with the adult amateur recorderplayer rather than with school 
children. Hiss Murray said she did not think the status of the 
recorder depended on how it was taught to children but on the 
Standard of professional performances and on its general acceptance 
by professional musicians and audiences as a serious instrument. 

It was finally agreed that Mr. Eonsor should wri'e an account 
of the Conference and should send it to Miss Davis who would send 
it as an official report from the Societ to the Times Education,! 
Supplement. 
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THE SOCIETY OF .RECORDER PLAYERS 

MINUTES OF THE BRANCH DELEGATES' CONFERENCE HELD ON 6th AND 7th MAY 196? AT 
SCHOTT & CO. LTD., 48, Gt. MARLBOROUGH STREET, LONDON, W.l. 

Present: Mr. Hunt in the Chair. Miss Dinn (Sunday only) 
Dr. Dolmetsch (Saturday only) Dr. Bergmann (Saturday only) 
Mr. Gray, Miss Wright (Sunday only), Mr. James, Miss Barker, 
Mr. Kenworthy (Saturday only) Mr. Wyatt, Miss Unwin, . 
Mr. Hersom, Miss Downer, Miss Murray, Miss Davis, Mr. Thomson 
(Sunday only). 

Aberdeen Branch 
Bristol 
Devon 
Dorset 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
London 
Manchester 
Merseyside 
Midlands 
Northampton 
Roxburgh 
W. Riding 

(Mr. Howie and Miss Philip) 
(Miss Hunt) 
(Mr. Crispin) 
(Miss Drake) 
(Mrs. 01Riordan) 
(Miss Barker) 
(Miss Murray) 
(Mr. Alton) 
(Mrs. Taylor) 
(Mr. Brown) 
(Dr. Coles, Sunday only) 
(Mr. & Mrs. Bonsor) 
(Mrs. Hird) 

Apologies 
for 
Absence. 

Minutes of 
the last 
Conference. 

Matters 
Arising 

Chairman's 
Report. 

Apologies for absence were received from Miss Dinn, 
Dr. Coles, Miss Wright and Newcastle Branch (Saturday) and 
from Drs. Dommetsch & Bergmann} Newcastle Branch and 
Mr. Kenworthy (Sunday). 

These had been circulated with the Agenda. Miss Barker pointed 
out that on P.3 she had been seconded by Dr. and not Miss 
Ingram, and Mr. Bonsor requested that in the first line of 
para. 3 on P.? the words 'local authority' shr>n~M rea^ 
•Association of Organisers of Music in Scotland'. 
With these amendments the Minutes were signed by the Chairman 
as a true record. 

Miss Downer asked whether the report mentioned on P.7 had been 
published in the "Times Educational Supplement" or "The 
Guardian". The Secretary said copies had been sent but they 
had not been published or even acknowledged. Miss Downer 
asked whether a report on the current Conference could be 
published; Mr. Alton thought that Manchester Branch might be 
able to arrange for it to appear in "The Guardian" and said 
he would see what could be done about this. 

The general standard of recorder teaching in schools was 
discussed. 

Mrs. Taylor said that some of her Merseyside Branch members 
could not understand why the Branch received pastoral visits 
from conductors other than the Musical Directors, and she 
asked whether a list of visiting conductors could be published 
in the "Recorder News". The Chairman said this matter had been 
discussed in Committee and it had been decided that it would not 
be politic to publish such a list since it might give rise to 
questions as to why some names were on it and some not. 
Mr. Crispin said Branch Secretaries should explain the 
situation to their Branches, and Mr. James pointed out that 
the panel of visiting conductors is referred to in the new 
Rules. 

Mr. Hunt said that the Committee Meetings in the past year 
had been largely taken up with discussions about the magazine. 
He would, however, leave this question over until the following 
day, when Mr. John Thomson had been invited to attend. 

[ 0 3 
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He said that the Society had heard only a short time ago of 
Mr. Thomson's resignation as Editor but he also said he 
understood that Mr. Thomson would be willing to carry on as 
the editor of the Society's pages. On this subject, Mr. 
Crispin said the Society's section of the magazine had 
become smaller since the first three editions and its position 
gradually relegated from the centre to almost the end of the 
magazine. Dr. Bergmann said that Mr. Makings complained that 
the Society did not produce enough suitable material to fill 
four pages„ 

Mr. Hunt said Mr. Thomson should now be able to make the 
Society's pages more interesting, and the presentation of 
Branch news was discussed. 

Treasurer's 
Report. 

Mr. Kenworthy said he had found as editor that it was 
difficult to sustain the interest of Branch news after the 
first few editions, as it became too repetitive, and Mr, Crispin 
asked whether Branch news should appear at all. 

Dr. Bergmann said he thought Branch news was essential but 
asked whether information could be given about activities 
within the area of a Branch even though itself unconnected 
with S.R.P. Mr. Crispin asked whether the Branch news could 
be summarised. Mr. Hunt said he had thought of featuring 
Branch news more prominently in some issues than in others, 
and said the August issue would contain as much as possible 
of news about coming activities. It was then agreed that the 
question of the magazine should be left over until Sunday. 

Mr. Hunt said that the question of the recently disbanded 
Cambridge Branch had not yet been concluded. 

Mr. James said the Accounts to 30th September, 1966, had 
been circulated in the November magazine. Financially this 
had been a good year as there were only three issues of the 
magazine to pay for: consequently there was a carry forward 
of £136. Added to the carry forward from the previous 
year this made a very healthy cash balance. There would in 
future be four issues a year again, and if this had been the 
case last year the surplus would have been no more than about £30. 

Other items of expenditure remained much the same as previously. 
The Annual Conference had cost £76, as compared with £70 for 
the previous year, and travelling expenses of visiting con-
ductors was up slightly. 

Receipts were £605 from subscriptions, compared with £599 
the year before. The cash balance at the end of the year 
stood at £667. For the current year the situation was much 
the same as at the same time in the previous year, but there 
would be an extra issue of the magazine so that we should 
about break even, or have a small surplus. 

Membership for the year ending 30th September, 1966, was 926, 
compared with 915 the year before and 955 the year before that. 
There was still a special balance of about £75 held by the 
Society to be applied in connection with recorder playing by 
children - the balance of the Children's Society. 

Mr. Gray said the 926 members consisted of 669 Branch Members, 
90 paying 10/-, and 167 Country Members,paying 7/6&. In the 
current year membership to date was 850. At the Conference 

I V 
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Election of 
Officers and 
Committee. 

last year he had mentioned a figure of 918, which meant a drop 
of 68 members. The 850 members consisted of 66 Students, 610 
Branch Members, 146 Country Members paying 7/6d. and 28 paying 
15/-• Branch membership is therefore down on the whole, although 
Aberdeen, Midlands, Devon and Dorset were up. 

Mr. Gray said that in 1961/62 there were 1,004 Members, with 6?1 
Branch Members. In 1962/63 there were 606 Branch Members. In 
the following year this became 670, In 1964/6$ the figure was 
649 and in the next year 669. Now it is only 6l0. He felt 
there should be a recruitment drive and a look into the question of 
why membership was dropping. 

Dr. Dolmetsch asked whether there could be some provision for 
affiliation to the Society of consorts. Mr. Wyatt asked what 
the Society could offer in this connection, and Dr. Dolmetsch 
suggested group tuition. Mr. Howie said that if the financial 
loss to the Society would not be too great it might be of some 
benefit to establish relations with good recorder players. 
Mrs. O'Riordan asked whether Dr. Dolmetsch might be able to run 
a master class, say on BBC2, Dr. Dolmetsch said there was a 
prejudice against the recorder and suggested that members might 
write asking for more recorder music on the radio and television. 

Dr. Bergmann said some good players would not join the Society 
unless it could offer them more. He suggested they might be 
encouraged to give concerts which the Society would support only 
if they were members. Mr. Wyatt said he did not think it 
important whether players actually joined the Society, or just 
came to its meetings as visitors. He pointed out that Branch 
membership was in fact higher than in 1962/63 although it had 
fluctuated in between. Dr. Bergmann said that if the Society 
had more members and therefore more money it could do more for 
"t l i e r a c o a r d A Z * -

Mr. Kenworthy said on our present figures we can just about pay 
our way, and it was unrealistic to think of ever being able to 
build up a large sum for research. He thought increasing the 
™fm IIs ^ 1,36 sought for its own sake. Dr. Bergmann asked 
hy the Society could not perhaps sponsor a concert by some 
visiting recorder player. Miss Barker supported this suggestion. 

Mr. Howie said it should be our aim to have the recorder accepted 
like any other musical instrument and we should beware of 
equating the recorder-playing population with S.R.P. 

Dr. Dolmetsch proposed that Mr. James should be congratulated 
on his work on the Accounts. 

The Secretary reported that no new nominations had been 
received. 

Mr.Crispin proposed that Dr. Bergmann, this year's retiring 
'usical Director, and all the present Officers and Committee 
e re-elected en bloc. This was seconded by Mrs. O'Riordan 

and carried unanimously. 

The question of electing another Musical Director was then 
discussed. Mr. Hersom proposed that Mr. Bonsor should be 
elected and Mr. Crispin seconded this. Mr. Bonsor agreed to 
stand and was elected unanimously. 

[ 0 7 
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Election of 
new Auditor. 

Mr. Minchin's re-election was proposed by Dr. Bergmann, sec-
onded by Mr. Wyatt and carried unanimously. Mr. Hunt proposed 
a vote of thanks to Mr. Minchin for his great help to the 
Society. 

Branch Reports. Branch reports were given by the Delegates. 

Magazine. Mr. Hunt officially reported to the meeting that Mr. Thomson 
had resigned from the editorship of the magazine following a 
disagreement with the Managing Director of Schotts, but he had 
agreed to carry on editing the Society's pages. 

Mr. Thomson said he had found it impossible to carry on under 
the existing Management, but, so far as he knew, the journal 
would continue to appear under Mr. Corcoran's editorship. He 
said that it appeared increasingly clear to him that the kind 
of journal which would do justice both to the recorder movement 
generally and to the Society could not be produced in the 
frame-work of the present management of Schotts. He felt that 
for the time being we must carry on helping to produce as good 
a publication as possible through Schotts, and try to keep the 
standard of the S.R.P. pages as high as possible. He congratulated 
the Branch Secretaries on the reports received for the current 
issue. 

In reply to a question from Mr. Bonsor, Mr. Thomson said there 
had been no further suggestion of producing less than four 
issues annually. 

In answer to Miss Murray, Mr. Thomson said Mr. Corcoran's 
position would be a difficult one, and it was not easy to produce 
a good magazine unless one was well acquainted with the subject. 
He felt, however, that this was a matter better discussed in 
Committee. Mr. Hunt proposed that Mr. Thomson should be co-
opted to the Committee, and this was agreed. 

Mr. Bonsor asked whether any pressure could be brought to bear 
on Mr. Thomson to reverse his decision. Mr. Thomson said he had 
not taken this decision without a great deal of thought, and he 
felt no purpose would be served by his carrying on under the 
present Management. 

Mr. Hunt reported that the Secretary had written to Mr. Makings, 
and read his reply, in which he asked for the Society's opinion 
as to whether the present arrangement had so far been successful. 
Mr. Hunt suggested that future dealings with Mr. Makings should 
be left to the Committee, 

Mrs. 0'Riordan asked about the cost of producing a publication 
on the lines of the old "Recorder News". Mr. James said this 
had cost between £50 and £75 and would be more expensive now, 
so that we had a good bargain in the price we paid for the 
"Recorder and Music Magazine". Mr. Thomson said he thought it 
would be a retrogressive step to go back to an internal news-
sheet and away from the international outlook of the magazine, 
which had only been printed for four years and was still develop-
ing. Miss Wright added that the magazine had a great appeal 
for overseas members which a purely internal publication would 
lack. 

l e « | 

Mr. Howie asked whether there was any point in trying to 
threaten Schotts. Mr. Hunt said that if Schotts lost the 
Society's support for the magazine they would lose the sales 
to the members, or at least most of them. Miss Downer said 
the Committee had felt Schotts would also lose prestige. 
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Advertising. 

uo 
lie. Howie thought that Schotts was a commercial enterprise and 
most of its profits depended on selling music and instruments, 
not on the magazine„ Therefore, might it not be worth the expense 
of producing it? Mr. Crispin said the magazine was a good 
advertising medium for Schotts, and Mr. Hunt mentioned that certain 
safeguards had been laid down to prevent its becoming merely a 
house-organ. In this connection he said the Editorial Board, 
which had been appointed to prevent this, was very seldom asked 
to meet, and this was a point which would have to be brought 
up with Schotts. Mr. Thomson asked that the Committee should be 
given authority to deal with the question as diplomatically as 
possible and report back to the delegates. This was agreed. 

Mr. Hunt mentioned the question of advertising the Society, so 
as to bring in new members, Mr, Thomson said he was willing to 
help on this and suggested that he and Mr. Hunt should have a 
meeting to discuss it, and possibly produce a brochure about the 
Society which could be used in Branches and also be introduced into 
Schools, etc. 

Miss Dinn said she was surprised when adjudicating at music festivals 
to find how many people had not heard about the Society. She 
asked whether the Federation of Music Festivals could be asked to 
insert a small advertisement in local syllabuses. Mr. Hunt said 
this might prove too expensive but promised to consider it in 
connection with a general budget of expenditure on advertising. 

Miss Dinn also suggested advertising through the Schools Music 
Association, and Mrs, Taylor mentioned the Music Teacher's 
Association. 

Mr. Bonsor asked whether local newspapers would be prepared to 
take reports of recorder events, saying that his own did So. 

Mrs. Taylor said her local newspapers had carried good reports 
Dr. Dolmetsch's recitals, and the Society had been mentioned. 

Miss Wright asked if the brochure and other information could be 
introduced into training colleges, but several delegates thought 
this might be a waste of time in view of the prejudiced attitude 
towards the recorder. 

41 

Reports of 
Conference. 

Mr. Bonsor again brought up the question of sending reports 
about the Conference to newspapers, particularly last year's 
resolution deploring the low standard of teaching the recorder. 
He asked whether the Meeting thought any statement of the 
Society's views on the standard of teaching, and perhaps the 
attitude of the training colleges, should be sent to any paper 
this year. 

Mr. James reminded the. Meeting that a report was sent to the 
"Times Educational Supplement" last year and turned down. 

It was suggested that a report might be sent to newspapers about 
the time of the Haslemere Festival, when recorders were topical. 

Mrs. xaylor proposed that a report similar to last year's should 
be sent to journals and it was generally agreed that it should 
not go to the general Press. Mr. Hersom proposed that it should 
be sent to musical journals and Dr. Coles seconded this. The 
journals suggested were "Music Making", "The Music Teacher", 
"Music in Education", "The Musical Times" "Music" and "Musical 
Opinion". 

iir. Bonsor was thanked for the work he had done in preparing 
last year's report. 
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Any Other 
Business. 

US-

Date of Next 
S g n f e r e n c e . 

Miss Dinn said that many changes were taking place in musical 
experience in education and she felt the Society's time to 
intervene would come in a few years' time. She said that the 
Inspectors of Schools were in favour of the recorder as a musical 
instrument, not only as an aid to education. 

Mrs. 01Riordan said that she felt sure that with the coming 
increase in leisure time more people would want to make music 
themselves. There must therefore be a good supply of competent 
teachers from whom such people could learn. 

Miss Dinn spoke about the new Music Centres which many local 
authorities are now setting up, where any child, not only the 
most talented, could learn to play an instrument. She also 
said there was a move to recommend a graduate examination for 
students studying only instrumental music, apart from the piano. 

Delegates spoke of Music Centres which they knew about in Liverpool, 

Kent and Boston. 

Mr. Crispin said the University of Exeter was appointing a new 
Music Professor. They will be linked with Dartington Hall. In 
their finals one of the papers provides for the student to put 
on his own concert and this can include recorder performances. 
Students may, therefore, be writing an exercise including the 
recorder, which may actually be performed. 

It was agreed to fix this to coincide with the London Branch May 
Meeting ±n ]_968. (now fixed for 4th. and 5th 

Mr. Crispin proposed a vote of thanks to those who had looked 
after members at the Conference, including Miss Seelig, and to 
all officers of the Society for their work. 

The Conference ended at 1 p.m. 



The Society of Recorder Players 

MINUTES of Annual Conference held on May 4th and 5th, 1968, at 48 

Great Marlborough Street, London, W.l. 

Present Saturday 

Mr. Hunt in the Chair 
Mr. Alton, Manchester 
Miss Appleby, Newcastle 
The Misses Barker, Glasgow & Edinburgh 
Mr. & Mrs. Bonsor, Roxburghshire 
Dr. Coles, Northampton 
Mr. Cooknall, Midlands 
Mr. Crispin, Devon 
Miss Davis 
Dr. Dolmetsch 
Miss Downer 
Mr. Gray 
Mr. Hersom 
Mrs. Hird, W. Riding 
Miss Hunt, Bristol 
Mr. James 
Miss Murray, London 
Dr. Robertson, Aberdeen 
Miss Unwin 
Mr. Wyatt 

Sunday 

Mr. Hunt in the Chair 
Mr. Alton, Manchester 
Miss Appleby, Newcastle 
The Misses Darker, G l a s g o w & E d i n v ^ g h 

Mr. & Mrs. Bonsor, Roxburghshire 
Mr. Cooknall, Midlands 
Mr. Crispin, Devon 
Miss Davis 
Miss Dinn 
Dr. Dolmetsch 
Miss Downer 
Mr. Hersom 
Mrs. Hird, W. Riding 
Miss Hunt, Bristol 
Mr. James 
Mr. Kenworthy 
Miss Melville, ex Cambridge 
Miss Murray, London 
Dr. Robertson, Aberdeen 
Miss Unwin 
Miss Wright, Country & Overseas 
Mr. Wyatt 

Apologies Dr. Bergmann 
f o r Dorset, Merseyside and Norfolk Branches 
Absence. Miss Dinn, Saturday 

Miss Wright " 
Mr. Kenworthy " 

Dr. Coles, Sunday 
Mr. Gray " 

us 



Minutes of 
last These were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
Conference. 

Matters Mr. Bonsor was asked whether any report of the 1967 
Arising Conference had been published and he replied that one 

had appeared in 'Music in Education'. 

Magazine Mr. Hunt reported that Mr. Thomson had 
given up the editorship of the magazine and with it 
the editorship of the Society's pages. Names 
suggested for a successor in editing the Society's 
pages were: Sam Taylor, Margaret Donnington, 
Elizabeth Fees, Ronald Skins and Dr. Robertson. It 
was agreed that all these people should be approached. 
Mr. Hunt and Miss Dinn were asked to see Mr. Makings 
and discuss with him the whole question of the magazine 
and the Society, including: 

a) Distribution and whether the terms to 
bookshops and music shops could be improved. 

b) Changing the dates of publication to one 
month later in each case, i.e. to appear 
in March, June, September and December. 

Mr. James moved that the name 'Recorder News' should 
be dropped from the heading of the Society's pages, 
which should be headed "The Society of Recorder Players" 
followed by the names of the Officers of the Society. 
The Meeting agreed to this by a majority, Dr. Robertson 
and Mr. Wyatt opposing. 

Publicity Norwich Branch had produced a poster advertising their 
Branch and the Society. Mr. Hersom proposed that a 
small sub-committee should be formed to use this as 
the basis for preparing a poster for use by all Branches. 
Miss Dinn seconded this suggestion which was carried 
unanimously. The Executive Committee, at its next 
meeting, would decide on the composition of this sub-
committee . 
Mr. Bonsor said he might be able to get printing done 
locally at cheap rates and it was suggested that 
250/500 copies might be produced. 

Election of This year's retiring Musical Director was Dr. Dolmetsch 
Officers and and he and all the other Officers and Committee Members 
Committee. were willing to stand again. Re-election en bloc was 

proposed by Mr. Crispin and seconded by Dr. Coles. 
This was carried unanimously. 
The Honorary Auditor was also re-elected. Mr. Hunt 
mentioned that the time would come when he would feel 
that he might wish to retire from Chairmanship of the 
Society and suggested that new members should be 
encouraged to take the place of those who had been 
running the Society from its beginning. 

Finance. The only special points made by the Treasurer were:-

a) The funds remaining in the Cambridge Branch 
when it had had to close down had been handed 
over to the Central Fund, which would also 
receive the value of the bass recorder belonging 
to Cambridge, which it was hoped to sell for £15 
at the Roehampton Summer School. 
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Any Other 
Business. 

Date of 
next 
Conference. 

528 1958/59 833 

597 1959/60 877 
64? 1 9 6 0 / 6 1 886 

667 1 9 6 1 / 6 2 1000 

683 1 9 6 2 / 6 3 900 

665 1963/64 955 
678 1964/65 914 

76l 1965 /66 928 

835 1966 /67 867 
1 9 6 7 / 6 8 835 

b) Miss Dinn had agreed that the balance of 
£75.13«3» remaining in the old Children's 
Society fund should be handed over to the 
Central Fund, since there seemed no likelihood 
of its being used for its original purpose. 

The drop in membership was discussed and Mr. Gray gave 
some interesting figures of membership since 1949/50:-

1949/50 
1950/51 
1951/52 
1952/53 
1953/54 
1954/55 
1955/56 
1956/57 
1957/58 

Mr. Gray said he would have thought the magazine would 
be an attraction for greater membership, but Mr. Bonsor 
said of his 19 members only 3 had said they would buy 
the magazine if it was not included in their S.R.P. 
subscription. Mr. Alton (Manchester) and Dr. Coles 
(Northampton) confirmed that the attitude of their 
members was similar. 

Mr. Bonsor made some suggestions for a more regional 
organisation of the Society, which might help to 
save expense. Several branches near to each other, 
e.g. in the North, Scotland, the Midlands, the South-
west, could meet together to discuss local problems, 
and perhaps a representative from one or more of 
these groups could attend a Committee Meeting and then 
report back to the local group. He also made the 
suggestion that a Branch Delegates Conference might 
be held outside London, with another Branch providing 
hospitality. Mr. James said this would inevitably 
lead to increased expense and raising the subscription 
to the Central Fund. 

It was agreed to fix this to coincide with the 
London Branch May Meeting in 1969• 

f i q 

Mr. Crispin proposed a vote of thanks to those 
who had looked after members at the Conference, 
including Miss Seelig, and to all Officers of the 
Society for their work. 

The Conference ended at 1 p.m. 



SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS I 2e> 

MINUTES OF BRANCH DELEGATES CONFERENCE held on 10th & 11th MAY, 
1969, at Schott & Co., 48 Great Marlborough Street, W.l. 

PRESENT: Mr<» Imrie (Aberdeen) 
Miss E. Hunt (Bristol) 
Mr. B. Crispin (Devon) 
Miss K. Drake (Dorset) 
Mr. E. Gillett (Edinburgh) 
Mr. Greaves (Hull) 
Miss Ko Murray (London) 
Mr. Aiton (Manchester) 
Mr. P. Clark 
Miss Jordan 
Dr. Coles 
Mr. B. Donsor 
Mrs = Bird 
Miss Wright 

Mr. E. Hunt 
Miss F. Dinn 
Miss J. Davis 
Mr. H= Hersora 
Mr. James 
Mr. S. Taylor 
Miss E. Unwin 
Mr. T.E„ Wvatt 

(Midlands) 
(Newcastle) 
(Northampton) 
(Roxburgh) 
(West Riding) 
(Country & Overseas) 

Sst,r 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Norfolk Branch 
Dr 
Mr 

a t 

Dolmetsch, Dr. Beromann, Mrs. Cobb, Mr. Kenworthy, 
Gray and Miss Barker (Glasgow)= 

MINUTES OF LAST CONFERENCE 

The Minutes had been circulated and, with the addition 
of the Branch Reports 9 were signed as a correct record. 

MATTERS ARISING 

Magazine. Mr. Hunt said the Society were not in a position 
to influence distribution and suggested that Branches might 
make some local arrangement, e.g. with a station bookstall. 
He also reported that he had persuaded Mr. Makins to agree 
to a better discount for shops abroad and that he himself 
was in touch with certain shops abroad where he knew 
recorders were sold. 

Removal of "Recorder News" from Society's pages, 
said that he had realised that if the words 

Mr. Hunt 
'Recorder 

News" were dropped from the magazine this would mean 
that anybody else could start a magazine under that title. 
The Society had therefore kept the title although the pages 
in the magazine were no longer headed "Recorder News", 
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Publicity. Mr. Wyatt showed a poster, 500 copies of 
which had been printed in Roxburgh. The meeting 
approved this and Mr. Wyatt suggested each Branch 
should take what copies it needed. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

The Chairman reported that Mr. Sam Taylor had taken on the 
editorship of the Society's pages in the magazine, starting 
with the January issue in the current year. He also said 
the Committee had met three times since the last Conference 
and had been particularly concerned about the need to increase 
membership. They were also faced with the resignations of 
Mr. James, as Treasurer, and Mr. Gray, as Membership^Secretary, 
and the necessity for finding replacements. Nominations had 
been received for both offices and because of the timing ot 
material for the next "Recorder Magazine" these names had 
already been inserted in the list of the Society s officers. 
The magazine had rot yet, however, gone to press so a last 
minute change could probably be made. 

In the Minutes of the last Conference it had been reported 
that the Cambridge Branch had finally closed down and its 
assets had been disposed of. The Chairman welcomed two 
delegates to this Conference from Hull where a new Branch 
was due to start in October. 

5. TREASURER'S REPORT 

Membership for the year to 30th September 1968 was 841^ 
(including 83 students nd 171 Country Members), the lowest 
figure since 833 in 1958/59. Ever since 1961/62 there had been 
a steady fall in membership. 

Income and expenditure during the past year had been within £5 
of that for the year before and there was a surplus at the end of 
the year of just over £8. The main variations from the previous 
year were a fall of £16 from subscriptions, a fall of £30 in the 
cost of the magazine, due partly to falling membership and partly 
to a credit against the cost of the December issue for all copies 
returned over the past four issues. Fares for visiting conductors 
were up by £52, due largely to the fact that Miss Donnington had 
claimed in the one year for two visits to Scotland. The cost of 
the Delegates Conference was £12 down and the final cash balance 
was £713 against £708 at the end of the previous year. Assets 
of the Cambridge Branch transferred to the Central Fund amounted 
to £9.4.11 cash and £15 for a bass recorder. The £20 loan to the 
Dolmetsch Foundation had been repaid. It had also been decided 
at an Executive Committee Meeting that the balance held for some 
10 years in a special reserve for encouraging recorder playing 
among children (the balance of the old Junior Section) should be 
transferred to the Central Fund. 

Mr. James said that this was the last report he would present 
and it was the twentieth time that he had made this report. 
A formal vote of thanks was recorded to Mr. James for all the 
work he had done for the Society, and this was coupled with a 
similar vote of thanks to Mr. Gray. 

1 2 3 
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Mrs, Hird raised the question of a special subscription 

for married couples. It was agreed that this was something 
on which the Society as such should not take any action but 
individual Branches could make special arrangements if they 
so wished. 

The cost of pastoral visits was discussed. The Chairman 
said that it was the policy of the Society to encourage Branches 
to arrange their visits so that one visiting conductor could 
take in several Branches in one trip and so save fares. This 
was one of the purposes of the list of visiting conductors and he 
thought it should be emphasised once again to the Branches, He 
suggested that Branches should be circulated once again on this 
subject and the Secretary should be informed of any proposed 
official visit. 

It was agreed that the Committee should revise the list of 
visiting conductors and branches should be circulated as 
suggested by Mr. Hunt. 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICERS & COMMITTEE 

The Chairman said that in a letter Dr. Bergmann had said 
that he would be willing to retire as a Musical Director in 
favour of someone younger, and Mr. Hunt said that he himself 
felt that he would soon be thinking about retiring as Chairman, 
In view of the two resignations, from Mr. James and Mr. Gray, 
which were already facing the Society, however, he was willing 
to carry on for a while longer and felt sure that the meeting 
would wish Dr. Bergmann to continue as a Musical Director also. 

Miss Unwin said she would like to retire from the Committe 
although she was willing to look after the list of members at 
Office Aids on behalf of the Society as long as she was needed. 
Mr. Taylor said that the Society appreciated all that she had 
done for it and he personally would be grateful if she could 
continue to work with Office Aids until a replacement could be 
found. Miss Unwin agreed to this and the Chairman thanked her 
on behalf of the Society. 

Musical Directors % Mr. Hersorn proposed that Mr. Paul Clark 
should be elected as an additional Musical Director. 
Mr. Taylor seconded. 

Miss Dinn was due to retire by rotation and was re-nominated 
from the Chair. 
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The re-election of the four existing Musical Directors -
Mr. Bonsor, Miss Dinn, Dr. Dolmetsch and Dr. Bergmann - and 
the election of Mr. Clark was proposed from the Chair and 
carried unanimously. 

Chairman: The re-election of Mr. Hunt was proposed and 
agreed unanimously. 

Membership Secretary: Miss Lorna Hill had been nominated by 
the Committee to replace Mr. Gray, Agreed unanimously. 



Treasurer; Mr. L. Rouse Jones had been nominated by the 
Committee in place of Mr. James. Agreed unanimously. 

Mr. Hunt proposed that Mr. Sam Taylor should be elected to 
the Committee. Miss Dinn seconded. Agreed unanimously. 

Auditors Mr. Hersom proposed the re-election of Mr. Minchin. 
Seconded by Mr. Wyatt and agreed unanimously. 

The re-election of the remaining Committee members was 
proposed from the Chair and agreed unanimously. 

7. BRANCH REPORTS 

Hull 

Mr. Greaves reported on the new Branch to be opened 
in Hull in October. He said there was a good deal of interest 
in the recorder in Hull and the group was already holding 
meetings. They had begun with 14 and had risen to about 36 -
half adults and half children. They had three teachers who 
conducted the meetings regularly, it seemed to be a 
flourishing group which by 0 ctober would have been in 
existence for a year. The Chairman thanked Mr. Greaves and 
said they looked forward to the formation of a successful 
Branch in Hull. 

8. MAGAZINE 

Mr. Taylor made his report as Editor of the Soci^p*^ 
pages. He made suggestions for- increasing tlio infcerfiS > f 
Branch reports. 

Publicity It was agreed that 500 more copies of the i 2 j 
poster would be needed. 

Mr. James asked abcmt the results of the new leaflet. 
Mr. Orton said he had distributed about 50 with no noticeable 
effect on membership. Mr. Crispin said membership was bound 
up with what the Society had to offer. At the moment this was 
only Branch meetings and he felt the expense of a leaflet could 
only be justified if the Society could offer something more. 
Mr. Crispin's memorandum on this subject was then discussed. 

Mr. Rouse Jones said he felt the Branch meetings were the 
essential part of the Society and if the leaflet attracted 
members to them it was serving its purpose. A central Society 
was necessary but the Branch meetings were what really mattered. 
Mr. Clark said that many good recorder players did not belong 
to the Society and the Branch meetings had nothing to offer 
them. Miss Dinn agreed and said that members as they became 
better players often outgrew the Society. She thought the 
ultimate aim of all good players was to play one to a part 
and said she would like the Society to be able to offer them 
facilities for this. 

Mr. Clark suggested a national rally in London with all 
Branches playing together and each Branch playing a prepared 
item. 



IZg~ 

Mr. Bonsor asked if it would b e possible to have a playing 
register of small groups in all Branches = 

Mr. Crispin said he would like to see thecstg|tus of the 
Society raised to that of say the English Omat-ry Song ant 

Society, which was asked for reports by the L.E.A. onclasses 

Dr. Coles suggested a national consort festival organised 
by the S.R.P., citing the analagy of brass bands. 

Mro Clark asked if the Society could not do something to 
oromote visits by leading players to places other than London. 
Mr. Orton said Frans Brueggen had visited Manchester ana Davie 
Munro was going to play there. He said the Brueggen concert, 
though much appreciated, had not brought any new members. 
Mr. Rouse Jones asked whether concert such as this outside 
London might not be sponsored by the Society and also whether 
the Society could not help to organise master classes by sucn 
players in the remoter parts of the country. 

Mr. Hunt then read a letter from Dr. Bergmann = 

Mr. Hunt proposed that a working party, as suggested by 
Mr. Crispin, should be set up to study Mr. Crispin's and 
Dr. Bergmann5 s suggestions. The following members were proposed 
for this partys-

Wyatt 
Crispin 
Clark 
Coles 
Taylor 

Mr. 
Mr c 
Mr« 
Dr = 
Mr < 

s s t f e ' s 
C O F <*£ ' 

xt was agreea that this working party, under MirZZHga 
chairmanship, should study Mr. Crispin's document and Dr. Bergmann8 s 
letter and submit a report on the future of the Society to the 
Committee by 1st February 1970y this report could then be discussed 
at the Conference in 1970. 

DATE OF NEXT CONFERENCE 

The Chairman said that it was felt that the Conference needed 
more time and should take the whole of a Saturday afternoon and 
evening and the Sunday morning. London Branch would be sorry not 
to be able to welcome the delegates to one of their meetings but 
he felt this extra time was important. It was agreed that the 
1970 Conference should be held on Saturday 9th May from 2.30 
to 9 p.m. and on Sunday 10th May from 10.30 a.m. to 1.0 p.m., 
probably at Schotts. It was also agreed that the Branch Reports 
shald be duplicated and circulated before the Conference. 

A vote of thanks was proposed to the Executive Committee and to 
the members of the London Branch who had given hospitality to 
delecrates. 



SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS 
1 3 o . . 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE, held on SATURDAY 9th & SUNDAY 10th MAY 1970 
at Schott & Co., 48 Great Marlfcorouqh Street, London„ W.l. 

PRESENT: 

Committee: 

Branches % 

Mr. E. Hunt (in the Chair) 
Dr. Dolmetsch (Saturday only) 
Miss F. Dinn (Saturday afternoon only) 
Dr. W. Beramann 
Mr. B. Sonsor 
Mr. P. Clark 
Miss L. Hill 
Miss F. Barker 
Mrs. E. Cobb 
Miss K. Murray 
Dr. S. Taylor 
Mr. L. Rouse-Jones 
Mr. T.E. Wyatt 
Miss J. Davis (Secretary) 

Bristol - Miss E. Hunt 
Devon - Mr. B. Crispin 
Dorset - Miss K„ Drake 
Edinburgh - Miss Murphy 
Glasgow - The Misses Barker 
London - Dr. J. Allen 
Manchester— Mr = Yates 
M i d l a n d s — M r . I ? . C l a r k 

Newcastle - Miss Appleby 
Northampton - Dr. P. Robertson 
Roxburgh - Mr. & Mrs. B. Bonsor 
West Riding - Mrs. Bird 

Lincoln (prospective) Mr. & Mrs. Colin 
Hand 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Aberdeen Branch, 
Norfolk Branch, Miss M. Wright, Mr. H. Hersom and Mr. C. Kenworthy« 

2. MINUTES OF LAST CONFERENCE 

Mr. Wyatt pointed out that he was not Chairman of the Working 
Party, as reported in the Minutes. With this amendment the 
minutes were signed as a correct record. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 

Dr. Dolmetsch asked if the fall in membership had 
continued. Miss Hill said that it had risen slightly 
during the current year. 
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The Chairman said he felt some recognition should be made of 
tne services rendered to the Society by Mr. Kenworthy and 
Mr. Minchin. It was agreed that the Committee should decide 
what form the presentation should take, and that the value 
should be about 5 guineas each. 

8. BRANCH REPORTS 

Mr. Hunt asked if, in view of the lenath of the meeting, the 
Branch Reports could be taken as read. The meetina agreed 
and copies of the reports were handed to the Secretary. 

9. MAGAZINE 

Dr. Taylor said the Branch news was becoming more varied and 
interesting. He also said photographs could now be produced in 
ne ^ . P . pages and that he would like reports of local 
activities outside the Society. 

10. WORKING PARTY'S REPORT ON THE FUTURE OF THE S0CTT?TY 
AND PUBLICITY 

working Party had been fairly unanimous in thinking that 
national advertising was ineffective in the light of such 
experience as we had had. A suggestion was, however, made of 
inserting a series of advertisements in the "Music Teacher" 
to coincide with a series of articles on the recorder written 
by Miss Dinn. The meeting felt that this might be an 
interesting experiment. " , 

An unsolicited mention of the Society had appeared in a 
recent issue of the "Sunday Times" Colour Supplement and the 
Secretary said this had led to about 50 general enquiries about 
recorders, but none about the Society. 

Mr. Colin Hand asked whether some advertising could be directed 
to children in Secondary Schools, but Miss Dinn said children 
seldom carried over an interest in the recorder into their 
after™school life. Mr. Crispin felt there were other ways of 
making membership of the Society attractive and he cited the 
case of his weekend course at Halsway Manor where members paid 
less than non-members. Dr. Dolmetsch said one function of the 
Society should be for recorder players to meet each other and 
form groups for playing, and he mentioned the membership list 
issued by the Dolmetsch Foundation. Mr. Wyatt said the London 
Branch had decided to issue a list of Branch Members, giving 
names, addresses and instruments played. 

Improvement of Present Activities (Section 9) 

Dr. Coles said the Working Party had felt that for the Society 
to expand it needed more Branches and therefore the minimum 
number necessary to form a Branch should be re-considered. 
He also suggested,as an experiment, that some Branch member 
should try to set up another branch, with the initiative coming 
from the Society and not, as in the past, from the potential 
new branch. 
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Xt was felt that there might be financial 

difficulties if all branches, however small/ could send a member 
to the Annual Conference and be entitled to an annual visit. 
Mr. Bonsor suggested the possibility of a regional organisation 
with one member attending the Conference representing several 
branches in the same region. The minimum number of members 
for a branch was discussed and 12 was felt to be a suitable 
figure. 

Mr. Bonsor moved the adoption of 9(a) and (b) but not (c). 

Dr. Coles then proposed that Paragraphs 1 to 4 and Paragraphs 
6 to 10 of the Report should be adopted, with 9(c) being 
deleted and the words "or 15" being omitted from 9(a). 
Mr. Bonsor seconded and this was agreed by the meeting. 

The setting up of a sub-committee to help new branches and 
give advice on the formation of branches waa discussed. 
Miss Murray proposed that such a sub-committee should be set up 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Wyatt. Seconded by Mrs. Hird and 
agreed unanimously. Mr. Wyatt was asked to consider the 
question of the possible new branch at Nuneaton. 

Paragraph 12 - L.S.R.P. 

Dr. Coles said the object of this was to encourage the type of 
leadership needed in branches. Dr. Taylor thought many teachers 
would welcome an examination of this sort. Mr. Hunt said to pay 
examiners, if they were members of the Society„ would contravene 
the Society's rules. Dr. Coles drew the attention of the meeting 
to Paragraph 17. Mr. Borsor said he was totally opposed to the 
use of the letters L.S.R.P.„ or any letters. Mr. Wyatt said 
he did not think the Society could provide the necessary teaching 
to train recorder players up to the suggested L.S.R.P. standard. 

5 3 

Paragraph 13 - C.S.R.P. 

The meeting felt that this was a more practical and useful 
suggestion out did not like the letters. Mr. Bonsor proposed that 
Paragraph 13 should be accepted without the use of the letters 
C.S.R.P. Mr. Rouse-Jones seconded but no vote was taken on the 
motion. Mr. Rouse-Jones gave a word of warning about incurring too 
much expense which the Society might not be able to afford. 
Mr. Wyatt proposed that another Working Party should be set up to 
consider the question of the examination in terms of money and 
man hours, and possibilities of co-operation with the Ministry 
of Education, Trinity College, etc. " Mr. Coles seconded this 
was agreed. Mr. Wyatt proposed that Dr. Coles should be Chairman 
of this Working Party. Seconded by Mr. Clark and agreed. 
Dr. Coles was asked to co-opt members to the Working Party as 
necessary. 

It was agreed that the Working Party's Terms of Reference should be; 

"To examine the possibility of instituting an examination 
system on the lines set out in the Report. To examine the 
possibilities of co-operation with teaching bodies and to 
prepare a report for the next Conference in which a scheme 
of this sort would be costed in terms of money and man hours." 

The relevant part of the report under discussion was Paragraphs 
12 to 17. 

Mr. Hunt suggested a preliminary report might be prepared for the 
Committee by 1st January 1971. 

A k 
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Paragraph 18 - Weekend Training Courses 
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Paragraph 21 

ppnffil 
Paragraphs 22 & 23 - Competitive Festival 

Seconded by Miss Murrav^h an idea to the Executive 

committee ?tPSeirn„2t " o u l d c o n s i d e r » d a t e l n J u n S 
1971. 

Dr. Bergmann spoke about the possibility of a solo competition or a 
concert given by the best players in the country and it was agreed 
that he should prepare a report for the Committee on this subject. 
Mr. Bonsor said he was interested in the suggestion made at the 
last Conference of a concert or Master Class given by, say, Frans 
Brueggen and sponsored by the Society, Mr. Wyatt asked about the 
economics of a Master Class and Dr. Bergmann said that the two 
Frans Brueggen Master Classes which he knew about had broken even. 
It was suggested that S.R.P, members might be given a discount on 
their fee for such a Master Class. Dr. Bergmann spoke of the 
possibility of arranging a Master Class with Frans Brueggen in 
Edinburgh and he was asked to investigate this for further 
discussion by the Executive Committee. Mr. Bonsor asked„ if this 
idea fell through, would the Society be prepared to underwrite an 
attempt by the Scottish Branches to organise a Master Class by 
someone else, e.g. Dr. Dolmetsch. No ruling was given on this point. 

Dr. Coles then reverted to the question of advertisements and proposed 
that a series of advertisements should be inserted in the "Music 
Teacher" at the same time as Miss Dinn's series of articles on the 
recorder. This was seconded by Mr. Crispin and agreed with some 
reservations as to the cost. Mr. Wyatt then proposed that 
Dr. Coles should ask Mr. Dalziel of the Northampton Branch to 
organise the advertising and should be allowed to spend up to £25. 
Seconded by Mr. Clark and agreed. 

Miss Hill asked about the position of members who had paid their 
subscriptions in advance. Mr. Crispin suggested that when their 
subscriptions ran out they should be advised of their rights. 
Dr. Taylor proposed that the Rules should be amended by the deletion 
of Clause 4(d)„ so that the present 4(e) became 4(d), but that 
Miss Wright should be allowed to use her discretion in the matter 
of subscriptions paid in advance. Seconded by Miss Hill. 
This was passed by the meeting with Mr. Wyatt opposing. 



12 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

13. 

Dr. Bergmann asked whether the Society sent anyone to the 
Standing Conference for Amateur Music. The Secretary said 
that Miss Dinn attended this Conference, though not as a 
representative of the Society, 

It was agreed that the Secretary should bring this 
Conference to the notice of the Chairman and other 
Musical Directors„ 

DATE OF NEXT CONFERENCE 

4* This would be held on 15th and 16th May 1971 „ and the 
arrangements would be the same as the 1970 Conference, 

Mr. Crispin proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman 
and Committee, to Schotts for their hospitality and to 
the members of the London Branch who had provided 
accommodation for delegates„ This was passed by the 
meeting. 



This test was first organized, shortly after the foundation of the Society 
in 1937, to provide the Hon. Sec. with a list of teachers whose names and ad-
dresses could be given in answer to inquiries. It was felt that there was a 
need for some kind of examination, between the T.C«M. graded pupils' exams. and 
the (at that time )A.T.C.L. diploma, as there were many capable teachers who 
could well be trusted to do excellent work with a recorder class, but who would 
never attain to proficiency in their own technique nor the theoretical knowledge 
necessary for the diploma. 

The S.R.P. test has continued with slight modification ever since and has 
been fulfilling a useful purpose. Now there is a twofold demand for its ex-
pansion which the S.R.P. is not at present able to meet: 1) that the present 
certificate should, if possible, acquire some official status outside the S.R.P. 
(The S.R.P. has been careful to restrict the use of the present certificate), and 
2) that it should be possible to hold the exam in other centres and at other 
times than at present arranged. This raises a financial problem, as the Society 
is non-profit making and its officers are honorary. 

At present the exam is held on the Tuesday after August Bank Holiday, during 
the "Recorder in Education" Summer School, as the Society's officers are all pre-
sent, and there is accommodation without cost to the Society. The examiners 
have been pleased to give their services at such a time, and the arrangement has 
presented no problem in the context of the Summer School. If, however, the test 
is removed from this context, there are the problems of getting the examiners to-
gether, hiring studios etc.; and the examiners would not feel quite so generous 
about giving their services, especially as there might be demands for exams in 
northern and scottish centres. 

The examiners at present are the Chairman of the S.R.P. (Edgar Hunt, F.T.C.L., 
L.R.A.M.), and the Society's three Musical Directors (Dr. Carl Dolmetsch, C.B.E. 
Hon. F.T.C.L., Miss Freda Dinn, G.R.C.M., A.T.C.L. and Dr. Walter Bergmann), 
all of whom are members of the I.S.M. Up to now we have insisted thau all should 
be present to take part in the conduct of the examination. Out of the context 
of the Summer School this would clearly not be possible. 

The" time has been reached when these two demands are becoming urgent, and 
the Society's Sub-Committee sought the adgice of Mr. John Horton, S.M.I. It was 
as the outcome of this meeting and frank discussion of the problems that the fol-
lowing plan is being offered to Trinity College of Music. 

The S.R.P. has, of course, been fully aware of the College's interest in the 
educational and musical use of the recorder, and of the T.C.M. local and diploma 
exams. The L.T.C.L. in Recorder Teaching is acknowledged as a full professional 
diploma; but most of the teachers who in fact teach the recorder in schools, are 
not music specialists but primary school teachers, and the L.T.C.L. represents 
something beyond what many of them are capable of doing either in performance of 
pieces or in knowledge of harmony. And yet many such teachers are doing ex-
cellent work and are fully trusted to teach the recorder. Hence we feel that 
there is still a place for the S.R.P. Teacher's Test as a measure of ability 
and knowledge. 

The purpose of the test is to show: 

Practical. 

1) Ability to play convincingly to a class. The test music need not be diffi-
cult, but it should be played in a way that would attract children to the idea of 
recorder playing. The teacher should be au fait with both treble and descant 
recorders, and know also what tenors and basses do. 

2) Ear tests should be concerned with the ability to spot wrong notes and deal 
with out-of-tuneness, rather than provide theoretical labels. 

3) Accurate reading at sight is of prime importance. 

(continued) 
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Theoretical. 

1) Knowledge of recorder repertoire - both as to music and teaching material. 

2) Knowledge of the instrument itself. 

3) The practical use of the recorder in Music. 

4) The ability to make simple transcriptions (including transposition) for re-
corder ensemble. 

It is suggested that this might form the basis for a Teachers' Certificate 
in recorder playing which could be operated through some of the College's local 
centres. In offering these ideas to the college the S.R.P. would want to attach 
two strings: 1) that the name of the Society should continue to be attached to 
the exam to distinguish it from the existing T.C.M. local and diploma exams and 

indicate the continuation of the Society's Teachers' Test, and 2) that one of 
the examiners should be a recorder player nominated by the S.R.P. The Society 
feels strongly that, the teaching of the recorder (and the examination of the 
teachers) should bean the hands of people who understand the instrument and its 
technique. It needs a player to decide whether an out-of- tune note or similar 
error is due to a faulty instrument or an incorrect fingering. 

With a link such as this, there would be further scope for collaboration, 
and the names of thosw who have passed the College Recorder diplomas could be 
added to those who have passed the teacher's test in any lists published by the 
Society. 

Edgar Hunj^ Chairman S.R.P. 



THE SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS 

To all Secretaries of branches: 

Dear 

You will get with til Is letter the agenda of the Con-
ference of Branch Representatives In London on January 18 
and 19, 1964. The exchange of Ideas at this conference 
will, I believe, be of great importance for the future of 
our Society. 

My earlier letter on the financial structure of our 
Society was intended to put members in the picture as to 
some of the problems which face us. I expect you will have 
had a chance to discuss them now, and 1 hope that your 
representatives will bring your ideas and suggestions to 
the Conference. 

Among the possibilities which can be forseen are the 
following: 

(1) we could raise subscriptions to cover all our needsi 

(2) we might witness the break up of the S.R.P. through 
branches leaving because they think they are not getting 
enough out of the Society, (before being a party to such 
a policy just reflect on the great prestige the S.R.P. has 
earned for the recorder movement in Great Britain. The ach-
ievements of the S.R.P. and what it stands for are the envy 
and admiration of many recorder players abroad) 

(3) we could withdraw from the Recorder 6c Music Magazine 
and manage with a duplicated news sheet for members. (Having 
lent our cooperation to the start of the Magazine we are free 
to do this if we wish; but remember that the presence of the 
S.R.P. has given an independent and non-commercial colour 
to the Magazine which might soon disappear) 

(4) It might be possible for the London Branch to retain 
the present pattern, while we work out a new pattern for the 
branches - London might retain the Magazine while the branches 
withdraw from it and concentrate on playing meetings and more 
personal activities, such as directors' visits, etc. 

I hope you may have other practical suggestions to offer, 
and that you will come with an open mind prepared to discuss 
these proposals and help to find a solution. 

I am taking on the editorship 
the Magazine for the time being to 
this part of his work. So please s 
by the end of the month and keep me 
should like particularly to have up 
officers and particularly informal! 
and Vice-presidents. I should like 
those who take such an interest in 

of the Society's pages in 
relieve Mr Kenworthy of 
end me your branch news 
posetd of any changes. I 
-to-date news of branch 
on about your Presidents 
to be able to write about 
our work. 

Rose Cottage 
Bois lane 
Che sham Bois 
Bucks 

Yours a ncerely 
9 November 65 
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/ 
To Secretaries of Branches. 

y* 
As noted at our last Branch Conference, a fresh pattern for allo-

cating the finances of the Society has heen forced on us through the 
coming of the new "Recorder and Music Magazine", the cost and distribu-
tion of which will, in a full year, absorb about half the Society's in-
come from subscriptions. 

Hot to have accepted the challenge of the new magazine, and not to 
have welcomed it would have been a short-sighted policy, shutting the 
door on the future progress of the recorder movement in relation to our 
Society. But with its acceptance we must prepare ourselves for some 
far-reaching changes in the Society's financial arrangements. 

The following notes have therefore been prepared to help you to as-
sess the situation in order to explain it to your members., 

Until last May the Society's income was divided roughly as follows• 
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If the rebates to branches were to remain at the present scale, the 
pattern, taking into account the cost of the new magazine and its distri-
bution to members, would become > 
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leaving nothing to pay for the Visits of Musical Directors to branches, 
the Branch Conference, concerts, etc. If these are to be regarded as 
an essential part of the Society's activities, we should have had, 
either to ask the branches to assume greater financial responsibility 
for them; or raise the 
be disastrous) 

lUbscrintion still further (which we think would 



The full Impact of these changes will not he felt this year, as the 
change did not occur until May. At the moment the full impact is cu-
shioned by the Society's reserves; hut the whole question will have to 
he faced and fully discussed at the next Branch Conference. It is hoped 
that all Branches may he represented by their Secretaries or by fully-
briefed members at this conference. 

Up to now the Society has been made up of Branch Members ( 2 1 / - ) , 

Non-branch (Country 7/6) members and Students (10/6). Eon-branch mem-
bers will probably tend to disappear. They paid, and continue to pay, 
7/6 per annum, for which they received "The Recorder Hews" and had the 
right to attend the Society's General Meetings and Concerts, But, as 
most of these members lived abroad or at a distance from places where the 
Society's concerts might be held, nearly half their subscriptions went to 
swell the general funds of the Society and indirectly to help the Branches. 
These country members now get a better bargain, as their 7/6 is less than 
the subscription rate for the Magazine; but in fairness to the publishers 
we have agreed not to accept any more members at this old rate. In future] 
any country member will pay the same rate as Branch members. 

At our next conference we shall have to plan the Society'::, new look. 
The Central Committee feels that we must go all out to gain new members and 
to form new branches; for in that way the Society can best further the 
Recorder Movement as a whole. The branches, for their part, should be 
prepared to assume greater financial responsibility. They should, for 
instance, be prepared to finance the visits of Musical Directors, the 
Conference, and other things which are of direct benefit and interest to 
them. We feel that it would probably be better for each branch to de-
cide what visits etc it can and wishes to afford- than for the rebates 
to be so reduced that all branches suffer, but only a few benefit. 
This is a suggestion for you to discuss in your branch 

At the last A.G.M. the rule about Student members was changed so 
that such students must be attached to a branch. Students are a "loss" 
unless they contribute to a branch s activities by their musical abili-
ties and by the expectation that they will eventually become full members. 
Branches must therefore look carefully into their student membership 
We need students who will carry on the work of the Society in the future; 
but we cannot afford to take on the lone country" student. 

We are sending this letter out now with these suggestions, so that 
branches can find time to consider them in committee and at branch A.G.M's 
in order to brief their representatives fully before the January Conference] 
Until these points are settled it is inadvisable to arrange further Visits 
of Musical Directors, etc. 

(signed) Edgar Hunt* 
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At the last Executive Committee Meeting of the Society of Recoiaci 

Players it was agreed: 
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should reach London before August 1st. 

subsequently paid, \ 

i H S S S S 
w v a not ren,.^ ^ = 

0. Kenwortliy 
Editor. 
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Copy of letter from Mr. C.A. Cork. 
25 July 1963 

Dear Mr. Hunt 

Secretary Trinity College of 
Music 

I have had a further talk with the Principal who agrees with me 
that there appears to be no reason why the Board of the College 
should not agree to some form of collaboration between the SRP and 
TCL and I offer the following memorandum as a means of getting some-
thing started, bearing in mind that any points made are suggestions 
only and that they will meed approval of the Board. I would puggest 
a meeting in the near future consisting of yourself as Chairman of 
the SRP and other representatives as desired, the Principal and 
myself. At this meeting I suggest that the following points 
should receive attention. 

1. Places of examination. This could conveniently coincide with the 
centres at which the College at present holds diploma examinations. 
You will find a list of these on the enclosed entry form. 
2. Frequency of examination. Depending upon the number of entries 
which might be made, this could take place yearly or in July and 
December, or three times a year to coincide with the present diploma 
examinat ions. 
3. Discussion and agreement would be necessary by SRP and TCL over 
set pieces, ear tests and sight-reading, the allocation of marks 
and the percentage needed to pass. As you will know the pass mark 
for local examinations of the College is 65 and for diploma examin-
ations 70. It would be necessary to define the Test as either 
being an advanced kind of local examination or a junior kind of 
Diplduna. 
4. A syllabus of the theoretical paper should be defined; Papers 
could be set and marked as under the present College system if 
desired. The examiner who sets the paper should mark the results and 
could be selected by SRP. 
5. I would agree with the suggestion that one of the two examiners 
for the practical examination should be nominated by SRP and the 
other by TCL. The remuneration for the examiners would have to be 
fixed and, therefore, the question of examination fee* 
6. It would appear that the best time to hold the practical examin-
ation would be in the College diploma weeks either once, twice or 
three times yearly as mentioned above. The paperwork could coincide 
with the date of the College diploma examinations or with the dates 
of the local theory examinations in June and December. What I have 
chiefly in mind here is the desirability of using the same hall for 
the normal College candidates and for the extra entries from the 
SRP. This would reduce further cost of hiring another hall separately 
7. Entry for examinations could be made through the College (i.e. the 
local centres) in the normal way. A specially designed entry form 
could be used and Regulations could be those at present used by the 
SRP, together with such regulations of the College as would clearly 
apply and be desirable. The College could be responsible for all 
administrative and routine clerical work and for the payment of 
fees to examiners. 
8. The wording to appear on syllabuses and certificates should be 
considered and whether candidates were taking the SRP Teachers1 

Test in association with TCL or some other wording, or whether the 
candidate has passed the requirements of the joint examining bodies 
of SRP and TCL. 
9. In any lists published by the SRP mention could be nade of the 
existence of the College graded examinations in solo and ensemble 
recorder playing for those interested in furthering the work in 
schools. Also that the diploma examination would then be a further 
stepping stone from the SRP Test. Of mutual benefit would be the 
mention &A the College syllabuses relating to recorder of the exist-
ence of the SRP and of the association, if possible, between the 
SRP and TCL. 
These are all suggestions hastily jotted down, but I feel they would 
prove a useful basis for discussion at future meetings. 
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SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS 

MINUTES OF BRANCH DELEGATES CONFERENCE HELD AT 1+8 GREAT MARLEBOROUG-H STREET 
LONDON W1 OCT SATURDAY 15th MAY 1971 and SUNDAY 16th MAY 1971 

Present: Mr. E. Hunt (Chairman) 
Mr. B. Bonsor 
Mr. P. Clark 
Mrs. E„ Cobb (Saturday only) 
Dr. R. Coles 
Miss J Davis 
Dr. C. Dolmetsch 
Mr. K. Hersom 
Miss L Hill 
Miss K. Murray 
Mr. L. Rouse-Jones 
Dr. S. Taylor 
Mr. T.E. Wyatt 
Mr. R.A. Bruce 

Branch Delegates: 

Bath 
Bristol 
Devon 
Dorset 
Edinburgh 
London 
Manchester 
Midlands 
Newcastle 
Northampton 
Roxburgh 
West Riding 

Mr. Jerrome 
Miss Hunt 
Mr. Crispin 
Miss Drake 
Mrs. O'Riordan 
Mrs. Halliwell 
Mr. Howarth 
Mr. Cookyell 
Mr. Duncan-Jones 
Dr. Coles 
Mr s . B oil's or 
Miss Ryall-Wilson 

Branches in formation: 
4 r 

1. 

Teeside 
Leicester 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Mr. Heigh 
Mr. and Mrs. Emery (Saturday only) 

Apologies for absence had been received from Miss Dinn, Miss Barker, 
Norfolk Branch, Glasgow Branch, Dr. Bergmann and Nuneaton Branch. 

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

These had been circulated. It was pointed out that Dr. Coles' name 
had been omitted from the list of those present. With this addition 
the Minutes were accepted and signed by the Chairman as a correct 
record. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 

Minute No.5. Dr. Coles asked about the liability of the Society to 
tax on investment income. Mr. Rouse-Jones said that a member of 
the Society who had been connected with the Inland Revenue for many 
years had assured him that we would be liable to Corporation Tax 
only, although the amount involved would not be large. The liability 
was on income from royalties and from investments. Dr. Dolmetsch 
asked whether this tax might be levied retrospectively but the 
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Treasurer said so far he he, h w 4 u o t h i n g 

i i a i i H S f i E 
CHAIRMAN'S REP DPT1 

-

5. TREASURER'S REPORT 

ELECTIONS 

/ 6 b 

At 

Chairman 

and. elected S^animoully^^^ ̂  Dr. Dolmetsch, seconded by Mrs. Gdbb 
gs.v© m t in p thr• + Tô  

not accept nomination again? W retlz,e t h e following year and would 

njr-rfnr 

unlnimGui;;? Dr Doimct^cn's re-election, and this wa^ agreed 

Secretary 

S4n?mouseS.BrUCe '"S P r° P O S e d b y Dr- Bergmann and elected 

Treasurer 

™ a electeiMunanimous^.^ " " * » " ' " * « * " V » . Reuse-Jones 

Auditor 

— S l B S E S 
Committee 7. PUBLICITY 

Prom an advertisement in "Music Teacher' 
Dr. Coles reported. 11 
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enquiries and 1 new member. It was =:. greed that this did not justify 
„ * u?fes received the meeting's approval to seek advice 

^gratis; of a Public Relations firm with %hom he had contacts. 
Suggestions lor publicity included public concerts, articles in 
local papers, local radio and approaches to local authorities. 

8. MAGAZINE 

Partly covered in Item 4. It was agreed that Branch Treasurer's 
if ^ Branch wished it. Branches in formation 

would be shown separately. 

9. PROPOSED PESTWAT. 

t i p s 
Clara explained for the benefit of branches the 

geneial ideas discussed in the Committee for the Festival which 
included: playing all together, concert items for branches, a 

msmmimms 
was^fixed ^ould let Branch Secretaries know as soon as the date 

10. PROPOSED CERTIFICATE 

ihe Chairman said a draft was under consideration but would not be 
ready until a future Conference. 

11 . HEW BRANCHES 

Branch reports were read and the following points emerged from 
discussion. 

\S"2-

(ci) Di . Dolmetsch asked to be associated i.ith West Riding tribute 
to the retiring Secretary Mrs. Hard. 

(b) Mr. Peter Haigh said that the Middlesborough branch should be 
renamed Teeside. They had held a meeting, visited by Dr. Bergmann, 
with about 50 people attending, and hoped to form a branch in October. 

(c) The possibility ox a branch in Leicester had not materialised. 

(d) There is the possibility of a branch in Wolverhampton. 

(e) Nothing more had been heard from Hull. 

(xj Enquiries had also been received from Worcester and Thornton 
Cleveley 

(g) Mr 

s near Blackpool. 

° Hersom said he hoped to form a mid-Hertfordshire branch, 

(h) Mr. Wyatt felt enquiries should perhaps be directed now to the 
Secretary rather than to him. It was agreed that he and Mr. Bruce 
should work out the best way of dealing with these enquiries 
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12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

There was much discussion on this topic, some proposals 
ana amendments, but no vote. In general the proposals of Dr. Cole's 
sub-committee were approved and the Executive Committee was requested 
to submit the necessary change to the rules to next year's conference. 

Voj^s_of__thanks (proposed by Mr. Crispin, seconded by Miss Drake) 

To Messrs Schotts for their hospitality 
To the London members who had provided accommodation for delegates 
To the Officers for their efforts during the past 12 months. 

NEXT COHERENCE 

The dates for the next Conference were fixed as 6th and 7th May 1972. 
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Minute of Branch Delegates Conference held at 48 Great Marlborough 
Street London W.l. om Saturday 6th May and Sunday 7th May, 1972. 

Preser;: 

mr E. Hunt (Retiring Chairman) 
Mr I.E. Wyatt (Chairman) 
Mioo Ft, Barker (Also, representing Glasgow; 
Dr W. Bergnann 
Mr B, Bensor 
Mr R.A. Bruce (Secretary) 
Mr P. Clark 
Mrs E Cobb 
Dr R.B. Coles 
Dr C. Dolmetsch 
Miss 1. Hill 
Mr A.J. Ingram 
Miss K. Murray 
Dr S,x.xTaylor 
Miss Wright. 

m 
Bran* h Delegates: 
Aberdeen 
Bristol 
Cambridge 
Devon 
Dorset 
Leicester 
London 
Manchester 
Mid-Herts 
Midlands 
Newcastle 
Northampton 
Roxburgh 
CDe e s:i_cLe 

aiCLLUg 

Mrs Imrie 
Miss Hunt 
Dr Little 
Mr Crispin 
Miss Drake 
Mr & Mrs Emery 
Dr Allen 
Mr Hurst 
Mr Erasex-Hook 
Mr Cooknell 
Miss Jordan 
Mr Dalziel 
Mrs Bonsor 
Mr 1-Ia.igh. 
Mr Corbistiley. 

1= Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Miss Dinn, Mr Hersom, 
Bath, Edinburgh, Nuneaton and Wolverhampton Branches. The 
Ireland and Norfolk branches did not send delegates. 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

These had been circulated. The Secretary apologised to Mr 
Cooknell for having mis-spelt his name. With the agreement of 
all present Mr Hunt signed the minutes as a true record, 

3. Matters arising 

Minute No. 3 - Membership List; Mr Wyatt reported that 
arrangements for the prirting of a simple membership list were well 
advanced, and circulated examples of printing formatf He advised 
that the cost (£84) would be higher than originally anticipated. 
The meeting agreed that the printing should proceed with all speed, 
Mr Wyatt agreed to supervise printing and despatch which will, it 
is hoped, be with the June 1972 issue of the magazine, 

Minute No. 8 - Magazines Delegates again showed concern 
at the lateness of some of the issues, particularly the March 1972 
number. Mr Hunt explained that delays initially caused by the 
power strike were aggravated by problems at the printers connected 
with the cover plate. 
Dr Allen reported that despatching delays at Office Aids had now 
been eliminated. 
Mr Hunt described the events at the end of 1971 and subsequently 
which had threatened a radical change to the magazine and the 
removal of the word 'Recorder' from its title. Representations to 
Schotts from the Executive Committee had successfully prevented 

/Cont: 
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4. Chairman's Report 

•eilE 
5 = Treasurer's Report. 

H F i F l l F i ? P 
fc^vssL ' T ? 1 " s a s a ^ - j a ' u i K M 

- I l l i S i l i S B r 

Secretary's Report 

l l l i p i E B i S -

~ m B E F H M E C L 

S 1 

letters 

Mi 

— , o s to marker 

yearraseSecrotory? ̂  paying how much he had enjoyed his first 

7* Change to rules; re Musical Directors. 

mmsmmm-
Election of Officers, Committee and Auditor. 

" " " 
Mr Vĵ -tt now assumed the Chair. 

/ Cont 
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Committee 

Auditor 

Other Officer - The re-election of the Secretary, Membership 
Secretary, Country Secretary and Treasurer was 
proposed by Dr Coles, seconded by Mr Crispin and 
carried unanimously. 

With the exception of Mr Wyatt, now elected 
chairman, the committee was offering itself for 
re-election. One nomination had been received 
from the Northampton Branch. The election of 

, this nominee, Mr Gordon Dalziel, together with 
the six members up for re-election ( Miss Barker, 
Miss Cobb, Miss Murray, Messrs Giles, Ilersom and 
Taylor) was proposed by Dr Dolmeitsch, seconded 
by Mr Hunt and carried unanimously. 
The Conference also confirmed the co-option of 
Dr Allen for his invaluable help with the 
distribution of the Magazine. 

Mr Michael Arno had kindly agreed to carry out 
the office of Hon. Auditor. His election was 
proposed by Miss Murray, seconded by Miss 
Drake and carried unanimously 

9. Election of Musical Directors 

The change to the rules reported in section 7 above, removed 
the restriction in numbers. The effect of this change was 
discussed and the question of 'further elections in the future 
wasreferred to the Executive Committee. 
Mr Paul Clark was this year's retiring Musical Director. His 
re-election was proposed by Miss Murray and seconded by Mrs 
Imrie and agreed unanimously. 
A proposal from the Executive Committee that Mr Edgar Hunt 
be now elected a Musical Director was seconded by Mr Crispin 
and agreed unadmously. 

10. Festival to be held on June 17th, 1972 

Mr Clark presented the details of the programme for the day. 
There was considerable discussion, including a writtern contribution 
from the Edinburgh Branch. The intention to charge 5Op for the 
day (30p for children) was defended on the grounds that the 
perilous state of the Society's finances made it imperative 
that the inevitable deficit on the festival should be kept to an 
absolute minimum. It was estimated that even with the proposed 
charges the loss would be ate least £50. Mr Clark pointed out 
that the Festival was an entirely new departure for the Society, 
from which it was hoped much would be learned. The Conference 
thanked the Midlands Branch for their work in organising the 
Festival. 

H . Proposed Certificate of S.R.P* 

A paper about the certificate had been circulated beforehand and 
was discussed in detail. Written contributions form the Edinburgh 
Branch and from Miss Dinn were read. Dr Coles pointed out that 
the idea of the certificate had been discussed and accepted at 
previous conferences. The proposal by Mr Haigh " that in principle 
this Conference accepts the format of the proposals for the 
certificate and the administration of the examination, and leaves 
the implementation to the Certificate sub-committee, trusting 
that comments emerging from the discussion will be taken into 
account and that the final details will be ratified by the 
Executive Committee", was seconded by Miss Drake and carried. 

12. Changes to rules re Affiliations 

The proposed change was discussed and the wording ammended in a 
number of minor details. It was proposed by the Executive Committee 
seconded by Dr Coles and carried unanimously that the rules of 

the Society be changed to incorporate a new paragraph, to be 
numbered 17 and headed "Affiliation to Branches of the Society 

/ Cont 
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of Recorder Players". The present rule 17 would, become rule 
No. 18. The agreed wording of the new paragraph is as follows: 

"Recorder groups in schools, Colleges of Education and other 
institutions may affiliate themselves to "branches where the Branch 
Commmttee is willing to accept affiliation. These bodies 
pay a basic fee of two subscriptions, with an additional sum to 
be determined by the Branch to which the body is affiliated.^ The 
value of two full subscriptions will be sent to the Membership 
Secretary of the Society in London for retention by the Central 
Committee. The remainder will be retained by the Branch. 

"Affiliated bodies will receivei-
1„ Opportunities to attend Branch meetings in numbers 

2. 

3. 

to be agreed with the Committee of the branch concerned 

The leader, secretary ®r person who registered the 
affiliated body will receive two copies of the 
Magazine. 
Affiliated bodies will be able to arrange the 
occasional visit of a conductor from the Society's 

a 

/ 

panel to the school or institution, to conduc 
meeting there. Travelling expenses will be paid 
by the institution concerned. " 

.13» Changes to rules re Subscription 
The Treasurer, on behalf of the Executive Committee, moved the 
proposal for doubling the present subscription to the Central Bund 
of the Society. Mr Ingram compared the income and expenditure 
figures for the year to Sept 30th, 1971 with those for the 
previous year, and showed that the Magazine price increase in 
March 1971 and the continually rising cost of postage and 
distribution had been the main cause of thedeficit of £243 for 
the year to 30th September, 1971. He proceeded to forecast a 
loss of £415 for the current year, and informed delegates that 
this would more than absorb the Society's reserves and would 
necessitate the raising of a loan to enable the Society to 
continue operating. He concluded that only by doubling the 
subscription ( to £1.50 for ordinary membership and £1 for 
students) could the forecast debt be paid off, the reserves 
slowly be rebuilt, and the need for further rise in subscription 
be delayed for a few years. 

There was much discussion of the situation and many suggestions 
were put forward. The following four proposals were voted on 
as shown: 
a) A proposal from the chair that the Society should cease to 

to take the Magazine for its members was defeated by a large 
majority. 

b) A proposal from the chair that Branches should be given the^ 
option of taking responsibility forthwith for the distribution 
of the Magazine was defeated by a large majority. 

c) A proposal from Mr Balziel, seconded by Mr Bruce,"that the 
Executive Committee should try to negotiate with Schotts 
before the next delegate conference a system whereby Branches 
could make annually guaranteed bulk purchases of the Magazine 
through the Central Committee, who would place the complete 
order with Schotts, provided that a continuation of the 
concessionary price and the continued inclusion of Recorder 
News is assured", was carried by a large majority. 

d) A proposal from the Executive Committee "that, with effect 
from 1st October, 1972, Rule 4(a) be ammended so as to 
read...'Subject to the provisions of Para.(d) the subscription 
to the Central Bund of the Society shall be £1.50 per annum' 

and 
Rule 4(b) be amnended so as to read ' Eor students 
undergoing wholetime education the subscription shall 
be £1.00 per annum ! 11 was 
against, after being seconded by Dr Coles. 

carried by 28 votes Eor to 2 votes 
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Mr Wyatt then observed that in order to put into effect proposal 
(c) above, the branches should lot the Membership Secretary know 
before the end of December how many copies of the Magazine they 
would be able to guarantee. 

14. Pastoral Visits Revision of Conductor's List. 

Most branches take advantage of the annual pastoral visit and 
there was general appreciation shown of the scheme. The 
Secretary informed the Conference that Mr Gordon Dalziel's name 
had recently boon added to the Conductor's list. Branches were 
asked to submit the names and particulars of possible further 
additions to the list for consideration by the Executive Committee. 

15. Hew Branches 

The Secretary reported that during the year the number of branches 
had increased from 17 to 23, the six new branches being: 
Teeside, Wolverhampton, Leicester, Mid-Herts., Ireland, and the 
reformed Cambridge Branch. In addition there are branches in the 
throes of formation in Somerset, Warwick.and Belfast. 
The Secretary pointed out that the increase in the number of the 
branches made it desirable to choose more local names for them. He 
suggested that, for example, the Midlands branch should consider 
changing its name to Birmingham and the Ireland branch to Dublin. 
Mo news had been received during the year from Hull, Lines or 
Worcester, or from Wolverhampton since June, 1971. Hampshire 
have postponed their formation for the time being. 
Dr Dolmetsch reported that he believed there was a real prospect 
of a branch soon in Lincoln and Miss Hill told of a group active 
in Brighton. 

16. Any other business. 

a) The Treasurer reminded delegates of Kale 13(a) which requires : 

all branches to send copies of their audited accounts to the 
Society's Treasurer each year. He asked for copies as soon as 
possible, 

b) The Membership Secretaryreminded delegates that in order to 
save postage, no acknowledgements of communications from branches 
are normally sent out. 

c) Votes of thanks were proposed and carried to Messrs Schotts 
for their generous provision of accommodation for the Conference, 
and to Miss Murray and her helpers - Miss Seelig and Miss Hill -
for the excellent buffet supper on Saturday evening. 

17• Date of next Meeting 

The dates for the next Delegate Conference were agreed as 
APRIL 7th and 8th, 1973. 

The Chairman then declared the 1972 Conference concluded. 

7 - u 7 3 
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Minutes of Branch Delegates Conference held at 48 Gt. Marlborough Street, 
London, W.I., on Saturday, 7th April and Sunday, 8th Apr i f , 1973. § 

Present: Mr. T.E. Wyatt (Chairman) 
Miss F. Barker (also representing Glasgow) 
Dr. W. Bergmann 
Mr. B„ Bonsor 
Mr. R„A « Bruce (Secretary) 
Mrs, E. Cobb 
Dr , R cB0 Coles 

Mr. G. Dalziel (also representing Northampton) 
Dr. C. Dolmetsch (Sunday only) 
Mr. Ho Hersom 
Miss Lo Hill 
Mr, E. Hunt (Sunday only) 

Mr. A «J . Ingram 
Miss K„ Murray 
Dr. So Taylor 
Miss Mo Wright 

BRANCH DELEGATES: 

Aberdeen Mrs. KoMo Imrie 
Birmingham Mr o D,A. Cboknell 
Bristol Miss E. Hunt (Sunday only) 
Cambridge Dr. R. Little 
Devon Mr« B, Crispin 
Dorset Miss Ko Drake 
Edinburgh Miss M. Whitby 
London Dr. J. Allen 
Manchester Mr. W. Hurst 
Mid-Herts Mr. B, Fraser —Hook 
Roxburgh Mrs. M. Bonsor 
Teesside Mr. P. Haigh 
Warwick Mr. T. Radford (Sunday only) 

1. Apologies; 

Apologies for absence were received from Miss Dinn and from the ? 
Ireland, Leicester, South Somerset and West Riding Branches. Apologies 
for absence on the Saturday were received from Dr. Dolmetsch, Miss Hunt 
and Mr. Hunt. 

2. Minutes of last meeting: 

These had been circulated. With the approval of all present, Mr. Wyatt 
signed the Minutes as a true record„ 

A>v 

3. Matters Arising: 

Affiliation: Mr. Crispin announced that the Devon Branch had had 
L one 5U3P&TGS3&3TT". Dr. Coles said that Northampton had possibilities of 

two groups affiliating. 

4. Chairman*s Report: 

On membership, Mr 0 Wyatt noted that there had been only a small drop 
in numbers asa result of doubling the central subscription. He remarked 
'that, although the Society!s financial affairs looked brighter, we still 
owed an enormous debt of gratitude to our Treasurer, Mr. Ingram, for 
bailing us out with a substantial interest free loan. There was unanimous 
concurrence with this expression, together with the general concern that 
the loan should be repaid as soon as possible. 

The Chairman reported that a letter had been received from 
Mr. ftjul Clark, who saidthat pressure of work and personal reasons, 
resulted in his feeling that he could not, at the moment, fulfil 
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adequately hi? post of Musical jirector. Mr Wyatt had written in reply 
that the Society valued Mr. Clark's efforts and suggested that a year's 
respite, rathdr than resignation, would be a more acceptable solution. 
Mr. Clark had agreed to this suggestion. The Conference sends its best 
wishes to Mr. Clark and hopes that he will feel able to resume his duties 
in the future. 

Mr. Wyatt informed L legates that after the December 1972 edition of 
the Recorder and Music Magazine the Editor had received instructions from 
Schotts, the publishers, that reviews adverse to Schotts would not in 
future be allowed. Mr. Wyatt had net Mr. Makings of Schotts but the out-
come of the discussions had not been entirelyyisatisfactory. It was 
suggested that reviewers should refrain from making commercial judgements 
on the music and confine themselves to artistic matters. It was agreed 
that the situation should be watched carefully. 

5. Treasurer's Report 

Mr. Ingram explained the accounts for the year to 30th September, 1972 
and highlighted the large defecit. He foresaw that the current year would 
result in a surplus of possibly £270 which would serve to pay off debts 
and start to rebuild the reserves„ He estimated that by September 1974 
the surplus would have fallen to £70, so that unless there was a change 
to the way in which the Society's affairs were run it would be necessary 
at the nex-j&.G.M. to ask for a further increase in subscription to Central 
funds, possibly to £2. 

L 1 

The adoption of the accounts was moved and seconded by Drs t Coles and 

Bergmann and carried unanimously. 

Mr * Ihgram once again reminded branches that according to the rules a 
copy of branch accounts should be sent to the central treasurer each year. 

On the matter of Royalties Dr. Bergmann suggested that branches should 
promote at their meetings "the sale of music published toy the 3 . R . P . and so 

earn more royalties for..the Society. 

6. Secretary's Report 

Mr. Bruce reported the formation during the year of the South-Somerset 

and Warwick branches, but noted that as yet one had not been formed in 

Belfast. 

Some foreign correspondence had been received, some of which had been 
passed on to Miss Wright. It was suggested that the Musical Directors might 
be able to help in this regard. The Cambridge branch commented that they 
were encouraging, for example, the visits to their meetings of American 
academics on sabatical leave. It was suggested that the American Recorder 
Society might agree to insert a list of S.R.P. branch addresses in their 
journal. 

7• Election of Officers and Committee 

Miss Dinn retires as a Musical Director and wrote to say that she did 
not wish to be re-elected. Her resignation was received with expressions 
of regret and thanks for her magnificent work for the Society. Mr. He*som 
proposed and Mrs, Inrie seconded that some branches would like to contribute 
to a presentation to Miss Dinn. The proposal to set up a fund was carried 
by a large majority, and Dr. Coles offered to organise it. 

A proposal from Mr. Crispin that the officers and committee be re-elected 

en bloc was seconded by Mr. Haigh and carried unanimously. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Arno for auditing the accounts was proposed by 
Dr. Coles, seconded by Miss Drake and carried unanimously. 

6. Proposals for possible changes to magazine distribution 

Notes had been circulated. 

It was proposed by Dr. Coles, seconded by Mrs. Bonsor and carried un-
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animously vtha t: 

The branches which are prepared to arrange local distribution of the 
Magazine shall inform the Secretary by the end of June 1973 whether they 
wish to opt to do this, and the Executive Committee shall endeavour to make 
suitable arrangements with the publishers for the year commencing 1st Oct. 
1973. It is understood that any branch so opting may determine the number 
of copies required. 

9. £hanges to Rules arising from Item 8 

The following changes to the rules were agreed with one abstention 

after being proposed and seconded by Dr. Coles and Mr. Fraser-Hook: 

Delete rules 4(a) and (d) and substitute for 4(a): 
Members shall pay a subscription to the Central Fund of an amount to 

be determined by the Annual Conference of the Society. 

Delete rule rule 5(a) and renumber 5(b) and 5(c) as 5(a) and 5(b) 

respectively. 

Rule 11(c) replace the words "members of the Society" by "Branch 
Secretaries". 

The following subscriptions were agreed unanimously: 

For those branches not willing to undertake local distribution the 

annual subscription to central funds, which will include the magazine will 

be £1.50 (students £1) 

For those branches undertaking local distribution the annual subscription 
to central funds will be 70p„ (students 40p). In addition there will be a 
charge of 50p per year each for those numbers of its members who take the 
magazine . 

10. Festival to be held in 1974 

Dr. Coles and Mr= Dalziel gave a report of the preparations to date. 
The following points were discussed and resolved:-

4 

a) It was agreed that 11=00 a.m. to 6=30 p.m. was more convenient 
than 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p Dm. 

b) The Northampton Branch will offer accommodation to those who 

need it overnight. 

c) The financial backing was discussed. It was suggested that -
branches could help by buying blocks of tickets in advance. It 
was also agreed that the wealthier branches should be prepared 
jointly to underwrite a possible loss of up to £50. 

d) The likely entry charge is 70p. for adults and 40p. for students. 

e) The suggestion that the Annual Delegates Conference should be in 
Northampton on the day following the Festival was agreed by a 
large majority. 

11. Certificate of S-,R~P 

h 
Dr. Coles reported that great int^xcct ™as being spwn in the 

certificate; about 20 candidates have so far been put forward by County 
and Borough Music Advisers, who are very enthusiastic. 

It was agreed that a suitable fee for re-entry to the examination is 

£3.00. 

It was agreed that all courses put forward as complying with item 3 
of the list of submissions should be approved by the Executive Committee. 

12. Illness of the President of the S„R,P„ mr' 

The Secretary was asked to write to Mr„ Britten expressing our 
condolences and wishes that he will soon get well. 



4. 

13. Birmingham Branch I l o 

Mr. Cooknell announced that tl.a Midlands Branch had reiumed its original 
name and would be! henceforth known as the Birmingham Branch. 

14. A suggestion that, for all members, the magazine year should be deemed 
to start in March was not accepted. 

15. The Membership Secretary agreed to distribute a proforma for membership 
lists to all Branch Secretaries and Treasurers. 

16. Dr. Dolmetsch put forward the idea that Summer Schools were ideal 
places for recruiting new members and suggested that supplies of publicity 
leaflets be sent to the organisers. 

17. Mr. Wyatt proposed that the Society should publish music cheaply, 
mainly from manuscript and primarily for the use of members. He believed 
that minimum quantities of 100 off-set litho sheets would cost about lp. 
per sheet. 

The quality should be the minimum practicable to keep costs down and 
copyright should remain with the arranger. Profit margins should be minimal. 

There wasgeneral"agreement with the proposals and Mr. Haigh suggested 
that the Executive Committee should discuss it in detail and arrange for 
a trial. 

Dr. Bergmann spoke out against the proposal, considering it to be a 
stab in the back for music publishers„ 

Dr. Dolmetsch advocated caution to ensure that standards were maintained. 

18. Membership List 

A reprint, with re-arrangement, corrections, additions and telephone 
numbers, would cost around £100. It was agreed that the list was useful 
a n<3 -fclna -t a repr in t sHou.IL <3 hxa done i f a nc? vjhcn the money was ava i l ab le . 

19. The Conference passed a vote of thanks to Miss Murray for providing 
an excellent buffet, and to Miss Drake for assisting her. 

17 
20. A vote of thanks was agreed to Schotts for the use of the premises. 

21. Next Meeting 

This will be on the Sunday following the Festival in 1974 at Northampton, 

A flbjl* 

5.6.1973. 



SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS 

Minutes of Branch Delegates Conference held at Haeburn School, Northampton, on 
Sunday, 23rd June, 1974. 

Present; Mr. T.E. Hyatt 
Miss P. Barker 
Dr. W. Bergmann 
Mr. B. Bonsor 
Mr. R.A. Bruce 
Mrs. E. Cobb 
Mr. P. Clark 
Dr. R.B. Coles 
Mr. G. Dalziel 
Mr. H. Hersora 
Miss L. Hill 
Mr. A.J. Ingram 
Miss K. Murray 
Dr. S. 'Ihylor 

(Chairman) 
(also representing Glasgow) 

(Secretary) 

(also representing Northampton) 

(also representing London) 

Branch Delegates Aberdeen 
Birmingham 
Bristol 
Cambridge 
Leicester 
Mid-Herts 
Norfolk 
Nuneaton 
Roxburgh 

Miss 
Mr 
Miss 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mrs. 

M£»9 
Mrs. 

West - Riding Mr. 

S. Wright 
D. Cooknell 
E. Hunt 

J. Massy 
& Mrs. Etaery 
B. Eraser-Hook 
Mi C. Smith 
J. Ward 
M. Bonsor 
R. CorMshley 

V73 

Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Dr. Dolmetsch and Mr. Hunt and fromi Devon, 
Dorset, Biinburgh, South Somerset, Teeside and Warwick. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

Corrections; Page 1, para 3, line 2. Pbr 'one application' read 'one enquiry'. 
Page 2, line 11, for 'entirely satisfactory' read 'entirely unsatis-
factory' . 

When these corrections had been inserted, the Chairman signed the Minutes as a true 
record, all present being in agreement. 

3. Matters arising 

(l) Mr. Ingram had been repaid and was again thanked for having made the 
interest free loan. 

1. 
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(2) Mr. Paul Clark now feels able to resume his duties of Musical Director, 

(3) The GSRP is gaining1 in popularity. At present there are six candidates 
and one hundred enquiries. Most activity is in the Northampton area where 44 
teachers in 5 courses are working for it. It is felt that GSRP will lead to an 
improvement in the standard of recorder teaching. There have been a number of 
people who have paid 25p to have their old teachers' certificate converted into 
CSRP. 

(4) On the subject of SRP publishing music, fere had been much talk but no 
action. 

4o Chairman's Report 

Mr. Wyatt announced that Mr. Thomson would soon be replaced by Mr. Hunt as editor 
of Recorder and Music Magazine. Mr. Massey asked that we should record our 
appreciation of Mr. Thomson's efforts on our behalf and that of the recorder, Mr. 
Wyatt agreed to write to Mr. Thomson. Mr. Wyatt gave details of the new edition 
of the members' list which is now being prepared. Mr. W. England has agreed to 
send copies of the SRP publicity leaflet to as many courses as he hears about. 

5° Treasurer's Report 

Mr. Ingram presented the accounts to 30th Septembery 1973 and was able to report 
that the deficit of the previous year had been offset by a substantial surplus this 
year. Mr. Ingram estimated that 1973/74 should shew a surplus of £130 and that 
ĥ̂ .̂ ŝ i'jplus for 1974/75 might be around £60. He therefore recommends no increase 
in^subs'cription for the present, although he feels that it may be necessary at the 
next AGM to raise the subscription to at least £2 for a full 'magazine' member. 
A motion that the subscription remain unchanged for the present was put by Dr. 
Coles, seconded by Mr. Dalziel and carried unanimously. Dr. Coles move d the 
adoption of the accounts, this was seconded by Mrs. Cobb and carried unanimously. 

6. Secretary's Report 

During the year two new branches, Guildford and Cumbria, had been formed and one, 
Wolverhampton, had been disbanded, although it now seems likely that it will be 
restarted in October 1974 by Mr. Reynolds. Branches are being formed in North 
Berkshire and in South Bedfordshire. 

Mr. Bruce's letter in the .American Recorder Magazine has led to several people 
making contact when visiting Britain and to an exchange of letters with Mr. Bill 
Leatham, the secretary of the American Recorder Society. They hope to bring a 
large party of recorder players to Britain in 1975. 

17 5 

7- Election of Officers and Committee 

The Chairman proposed that all Officers and Committee and the retiring Musical 
Director be re-elected. This proposal was carried unanimously. 

8. Resolutions 

No resolutions had been received. 

2. 



Report on Branch matters M i 

Two-thirds of fche Branches had sent in reports of their activities during the 
yearo Hiese had been collated by Mr. Bruce and he presented a resume of the 
more interesting points, Mr. Bruce also gave a brief account of the activities 
of the SRP Executive Committee 

10. Any Other Business 

(1) Mr. Wyatt informed the meeting that Evelyn Nailen, the winner of the 
previous day's festival competition, is an ex-pupil of Mrs. Cobb and is the young 
recorder player whose photograph appeared in one of the first issues of the 
Recorder and Music Magazine. 

(2) Mrs. Cobb reported that she had been invited to take a group of young 
recorder players to Jugoslavia to take part in the Joy of Europe Festival 1974. 
ill present agreed that SRP Branches should be asked to contribute towards the 
expenses. Mr. Bruce was asked to send out a circular letter. 

(3) It was agreed by all that the 1974 festival had been a great success and 
was just right in form and content. It was agreed that festivals should be held 
at two yearly intervals and Mr. Wyatt offered to ask the London Branch if it will 
organise one in London in 1976. Mr. Bonsor suggested that in alternate years a 
festival primarily for northern members might be held in Scotland. 

11. Date of next Meeting 

This will be decided by the Executive Committee and may depend on whether or not a 
festival is held in 1975. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the school for the use of its 
premises and to the Northampton members who had provided much excellent 
hospitality. 

I 

~i 7 

J W f t l i f 
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Minutes of Branch Delegates 
Sunday, June 23rd 1975. 

PRESENT; Mr T E 
Dr W 
Mr B 
Mr R A 
Mr P 
Dr R B 
Mr G 
Mr H 
Mr A J 
Miss K 
Dr S 

Wyatt 
Bergmann 
Bonsor 
Bruce 
Clark 
Coles 
Dalziel 
Hersom 
Ingram 
Murray 
Taylor 

Conference held at Galashiels., Academy on 

(Chairman) 

(Secretary 
(also representing Birmingham) 

(also representing Beds and N. Herts) 

(Treasurer) 
(also representing London) , x . 
(also representing the ) 

BRANCH DELEGATES• Aberdeen 
Cambridge 
Cumbria 

Devon 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 
Manchester 
Mid-Herts 
Newcastle 
Northants 
Roxburgh 
West Riding 

& U U . 
Apologies: were received from Mrs 

and 

Miss S Wright 
Miss Martin 
Mr M Baxter 
Mr B Crispin 
Miss S Howie 
Mr J Semple 
Mr R Touchin 
Mr B Fraser-Hook 
Miss S Appleby 
Mr A Mansen 
Mrs M BoiiSdr 
Mr R Corbishley 
kt*. £- uvu^t 

Cobb, Miss Hill, Dr Dolmetsch, Mr -lunt 
the Norfolk Branch. 

3. 

10.1 

4. 

The minutes ef the previous meeting were signed, after two miner 

corrections5 by the Chairman as a true record 

MATTERS ARISING 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT m m 
Cont/. 
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5. 

M r W T . « «tll to schotts expressing our gratitude. 

Secretary. 

a S i S S S S S p 1 1 

Membership Secretary. 

emus 
receive fees, as distinct from expenses. 

TWASURER'S REPORT 

• B l i p 
up. 

next year seems inevitable. 

The meeting accepted the accounts and thanked Mr Ingram for bis 

efforts. 

SECTARY'S REPORT 

Mr Bruce reported the successful formation of the Beds, and 

North Herts. Branch. 

Gont/.. 



names of several people who have recently accepted the Committee's 
invitation to make themselves available for "pasteral" visits 
to Branch meetings. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 

There having been no nominations sent in by Branches Mr Wyatt 
proposed from the chair that the retiring Musical Director, 
the Officers and Committee all be re-elected The proposal was 
passed unanimously as was a further proposal from the chair 
that Dr John Allen be elected as Membership Secretary. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1975-76 

The proposal by Mr Dalziel, seconded by Mr Fraser-Hook, that the 
subscriptions to Central Funds remain unchanged was carried 
unanimously. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Only one resolution had been received. 
Cambridge Branch and reads as follows-

This was from the 

Cambridge Branch, believing that the acquiring of 
musical feeling and the ability to produce good tone 
are the most important objectives of recorder tuition 
suggests that the Society of Recorder Players should 
sponsor the publication of a recorder tutor for 
young beginners using principles similar to those of 
the Suzuki violin method. 

The Cambridge representative spoke to the resolution explaining 
the background to it. 

10. 

11. 

There was much discussion, the main body of opinion being that 
the Society should not sponsor a tutor and that the Suzuki method 
was not relevant. The majority not being prepared to accept the 
resolution, Mr Clark proposed an ammendment to the effect that 
the meeting takes note of the problem believes that the CSRP 
examination will help matters is aware that research is going 
on and will urge the publication of research findings in the 
Recorder and Music Magazine. The ammendments was- accepted by 
a large majority 

Written Branch Reports were passed to Dr Taylor who will extract 
material for publication in the Society's pages of the Magazine. 

C.S.R.P. 

Dr Coles reported briefly on the progress of CSRP during the 
year. He reminded delegates and particularily Musical Directors 
and others running courses and summer schools that the numbers 
or clientele for such events could perhaps be increased if 
approval of the course as fulfilling some of the CSRP requirements 

Cont/. 
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12. 

were obtained from .'the CSRP sub-committee. 

It was agreed that the next Annual Conference would be held in 
London, on May 23rd 1976, following the Recorder Festival at 
Morley College on Sat. May 22nd 1976. 

I S M 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to Mr & Mrs Bonsor and the 
Roxburgh Branch for the excellent arrangements in Galafehiels. 

? l z j 
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I ? 1 

Minutes of Branch Delegates Conference held in the Music Room of 
Messrs Scbotts, London, on Sunday 1 ay 23rd 1976. 

Present: Mr T 
Dr 
Dr 
Mr 
Mr R 
Mr 
Mr 
Dr 
Mr 
Mr 
Mr A 
Miss 
Dr 
Mi s s 

Wyatt 
Allen 
Bergmann 
Bonsor 
Bruce 
Cihrk 
Dalziel 
Dolmetsch 
Hersom 
Hunt 
Ingram 

K Murray 
S Taylor 
M Wright 

(Chairman) 

(Secretary) 
(Also representing Birmingham) 

(Treasurer) 
(Also representing London) 
(Also representing Northampton) 

Branch Delegates: 

Aberdeen Miss S Wright 

Bath Mr E Jerrome 
Beds. & M. Herts. Mr R Smith 

Bristol Miss E Hunt 
Cambridge Mr J Massey 
Devon .Mr B Crispin 
Glasgow Mr J Semple 
Guildford Mrs II Pollock 

Ireland Dr H Corran 

Leicester Mr & Mrs Emery 
Manchester Mr R Touchin 

Mid-Herts. Mr B Eraser-Hook 

Norfolk Mrs Cavalier-Smith & Mr Skins 

Nuneaton Miss J Ward 

Roxburgh Mrs M Bonsor 

S. Somerset Mrs C Greenhill 
Teeside Mr P Haigh 

Warwick Mrs • M Ellis 

W. Riding Mr R Corbishley 

1. 

2. 

Apologies - were received from Mrs Cobb, Dr Coles and t 
Edinburgh Branch. 

iq 

Minutes of the last meeting - were signed by the chairman as 
a true record after the addition of Miss Hunt's name co ;_iie 
list of Branch Delegates. 

Cont/. 
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3. 

8-3 
Hatters Arisr'ng 

4(a) 

(b) 

tfr Hyatt had received a letter from Miss „i!l 
thanking the Society for the Honorarium and 
reporting that she was now recovering from tv.e 
effects of her accident. 

Since Dr Gorran was present, representing reland, 
Fr Wyatt expanded on the minute referring to t— e 
problems associated with the cost of pastoral visits 
to the Irish Branch. 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

Chairman's Report 

and thriving. 

wmmmm-
policy on advertisements. 

The Chairman called for a discussion of correspondence between 
Mr Rand and the Teeside branch relating to the unaut^o.^sed 
copying of published music. %'r Haigh explained in detail 
the sequence of events which had led to an unfortunate 
misunderstanding between him and Mr Rand, and emphasises 
that it was neither the policy nor the practice of tae 
Teeside Branch to photocopy published music Mr Wyat 
thanked Mr Haigh and endorsed the SRP view that tne law 
of copyright must be upheld. 

Fr Wyatt concluded his remarks by referring to a letter from 
Mr Touchin which had asked the Executive Committee to consider 
changes to the committee structure. He was happy to repo:, 

(see below) 

Treasurer's Report 

Mr Ingram noted that only a few branches sent him their 
annual financial reports and reminded delegates that tee 
SRP rules required this information to be sent to tue 
Hon. Treasurer. 

Mr Ingram then presented the accounts for the year uo 

Cont/, 
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30 September 1975 and summarised by saying tnat the tota^ 
surplus was £345, including a profit of £105 on the 
Galashiels festival. Ke forcasted that tne surplus j-Oj. tae 
current year would be reduced to about t-40, not including 
the profit likely to result from the London festival. ile 
therefore regretted that in view of the small size of t..e 
surplus and the known increase in magazine costs fo^ 
December 1976 he would have to recommend an increase in 
subscription to central funds for 197 6/77 'see later minutes . 
The accounts were accepted unanimously following proposal 
by Messrs. Touchin and Crispin. 

Secretary's Report 

Kr Bruce had very little to report. There had been no new 
branches3 but an enquiry from Brighton. Tr Bruce sta^e^ 
his intention not to stand for re-election as Hon. Secretary 
at next year's delegate conference. 

Regulations 

The following resolution was proposed by the Manchester Branch, 
and spoken to by Mr Touchin who explained tnat tue _i.nceui_.ion 
was to avert the possible stagnation of the Society by 
setting a limit to the length of time for which a committee 
member might serve. It was not intended that this rule 
should apply to Officers or Muscial Directors. 

Resulution; That two members of tire Committee shall retire 
annually by rotation and shall not be elegxble 
for re-election to the Committee for a period 
of one year thereafter though they may be elected 
to any vacant office subject to rule 10.b;. 

The Committee may create new office/s for any 
specific purpose judged to be desireable or 
necessary to further the aims of the Society 
and may co-opt any member to act in that capacity 
in accordance with rule 10'd^ 'rhe creation of 
such office shall be approved by the next 
Annual Conference and elections to tiiat office 
shall then be carried out in accordance with 
the Rules. 

After discussion the following ammendment was proposed by 
Mr Dalziel, seconded by Mr Crispin and carried unanimously: 
bearing in mind the feeling of the meeting the Executive 
Committee is asked to redraft the rules to take into account 
the Manchester resolution. Notice of the wording of tue 
ammended rules should be sent to branches two months ...i-
advance of the next delegates conference, at which they 
would be adopted. 

Cont/. 
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8. 

8 . 1 

2 

8 . 2 

5.3 

8.4 

Election of Officers, Cox:mittee and AUQ -̂

Auditor 

Mr Arno had indicated.that pressure of work would necessitate 
his retiring as Hon. Auditor. .At was proposed by Hr rlaigh, 
seconded by Mr Jerrome and carried that the Executive Committee 

be asked to find an Hon. Auditor. 

Musical Directors 

This year Messrs. Clark and Hunt retire by rotation and are 
available for re-election. t was proposed from the cnair and 
carried unanimously that they both be re-elected. 

Officers 

All the officers being willing to stand and there be j.ng no 
nominations it was proposed by Mr Jerrome, seconded by ^ 

Mr Haigh and carried unanimously that all the officers be 

re-elected. 

Committee 

Mr Dalziel announced that be would not be willing to stand 
for re-election. All present thanked him for his valuable 
service on the Executive Committee. Mr Ross Winters and 
Mr Colin Touchin had been nominated and Mrs Cobb, Kiss Hurray, 
Pr Coles and Mr Hersom were willing to stand for re-elecu? on. 
Mr Hunt proposed, Mr Haigh seconded and it was carried unanimously 
that the six aforementioned be elected to the Executive Committee. 

Change to Rules 

In relation to committee membership and in order to stimulate 
the election of new people to the committee the sixecut -ve 
Committee proposed, through the Chair, that rule 8G or t^e 
Society's rules be ammended to include the following sentence: 
Any member of the Executive Committee shall be entitlec. to 
recover his reasonable travelling expenses for attenaa_i.ee at 
committee meetings. The proposal was carried unanimously. 

Subscriptions for 1976/7/ 

Messrs. Schotts had informed the Society that as from 
December 1976 it would be necessary for them to double to 25p 
per copy) the price at which they supply Recorder and Lusic to 
SRP members. The meeting accepted the reasons for the increase. 

Mr Ingram reminded the meeting that the present subscriptions for 
Central Fu ids had been held constant for four years and nad 
enabled the Society to achieve a reasonable financial reserve. 

'Jon tf 
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0nl7 it. could =ow, in *k<& face of the 
increase in magazine cost, enable that reserve to be preserved, 
Mr Ingram proposed the following subscriptions to Central Fund 

for 1976/77. 

(a) Branch in which all members have the magazine 
sent individually by post:-

£2.50 

£1. 50 

Full member 

Student member 

(b) Branch which receives bulk supplies of the 
magazine for those of its members who wish 
to pay for it: 

Full member taking magazine £2.00 

Full.member not taking magazine 80p 

Student member taking magazine £1. 50 

Student member not taking magazine 50p 

Mr Crispin proposed, Mr Corbishley seconded and it was carried 

unanimously that the proposed new subscription rates be 

accepted. 

On behalf of the meeting Mr Haigh thanked Mr Ingram for his 
careful preparation and presentation of details. 

10. Branch Reports 

Mr Bruce suggested that although the annual branch reports were 
essential for the SRP pages in the magazine they did not in 
general require discussion at the Delegates Conference, _t was 
generally agreed that this was the case and that therefore no 
formal presentation was necessaary. Mr Haigh asked that any 
information useful to other branches should be communicated 
to the meeting, particularly with regard to successful music 
used at branch meetings. Mr Clark announced that tne membership 
of the Birmingham Branch continued to increase and found that 
recruitment notices left behind at public concerts had brought 
in several new members (there had been nine enquiries- following 
one concert) and were good publicity for SRP. 

Messrs. Bonsor and Dolmetsch expressed concern that they had 
found, when visiting branches, that there was an increasing 
reluctance, presumably because of the reluctance of publishers 
to supply music on sale or return, for branches to provide 
music. Mr Wyatt suggested that Branches might come to an 
arrangement with, say, Schotts for music to be supplied on 
sale or return. 

11. CSRP 

Dr Coles had written a letter giving the present position, and 
Drs Bergmann and Taylor spoke of relevance of CSRP to tne needs 
of SRP. Several branches acknowledged that their knowledge 

Cont/. 
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• a i i i i a 
12. 

13. 

14. 

S i J k d ? Distributing of SRP Bgtgsgg^gfesst, 

g S i l l l l l i S ; 
enve lope . 

Any other business 

- SRP Festival 

s s . r s s ' s . s i t " — ™ " " 

s s s t r w r r a r t M K B ™ » 
h o l d a f e s t i v a l i n B r a d f o r d was a c c e p t e d . 

For 197= the offer of the Bath Branch to hold a festival In the 

West Country was provisionally accepted. 

cey-^r-*-^ 

H n ^ g S S E " 
Emblem of SRP 

s . s ; n , ; ™ 4 t s s s r - i ' s — 

for the SRP. 

nbange of Name 

Mr Haigh asked-that the Teeside Branch be known in future as 

the Cleveland Branch. 

Date and place of next year's meeting. 

It was agreed that the Annual Conference for 1977 should be 
in Bradford, following the SR? Festival. 

/ A ( 7 7 



SOCIETY OF RECORDER PLAYERS 

Minutes, of -Branch Delegates Conference held at the 
Technical College, Bradford, on Sunday, 12th June, 1977 

Present: Mr T E Wyatt 
Dr. W Bergmann 
Mr B Bonsor 
Dr C Dolmetsch 
Mr H Hersom 
Mr R A Bruce 
Mr A J Ingram 
Dr S Taylor 
Mr C Touchin 

(Chairman) 

(also representing Roxburgh) 

(Secretary) 
(Treasurer) 
(also representing 

Northampton) 

Br inch Delegates 

Aberdeen Miss 
Beds & N Herts Mr R 
Birmingham Mrs v 
Bradford Mr R 
Bristol Miss 
Cambridge Mr J 
London Miss 

Miss 
Manchester Mr R 
Mid-Herts Mr B 
Nuneaton Miss 
Oxford Mr J 

8 Wright 
Smith -
an der Molen 
Corbishley 
E Hunt 
Massey 
K Murray 
E Church 
Touchin 
Eraser-Hook 
J Ward 
Potts ' 'V 

1. Apologies were received from Mrs. Cobb, Dr. Coles, Miss Wright 
(Country "̂ nd Overseas Members),, and the Edinburgh, Newcastle, Gl^sgow^. 
and Warwick Branches. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting were signed by the Chairman as a true 
record after the following amendments had been made: 

Item 12: Title should re;d "Distribution of SRP Central Fund 
Annual Accounts"; and in the third line "b-lance sheet" should read 
"accounts". 

3. Matters Arising 

Item 8.1 The Chairman reported the resignation of Mr. Michael 
Arno and that Mr. Robert Harrison had agreed to stand for nomination. 

Item 1$. Mr. Hersom suggested that "Standing Conference" should 
read "Music in Schools Conference". He reported that 100 people had 
attended the Conference and that it had been a financial success« 

SRP Emblem. The Chairman said no action had been t'ken during the 
year. Dr. Dolmetsch suggested th it Sheila Godwin, who had designed 
an e&blem for the Dolmetsch Foundation, might be asked to assist. 

4-, Amendments to Rules 10 nd 11, as agreed t 1976 Conference 

Rule 10(d) had been amended in accordance with the decision taken 
in 1976. With regard to the payment of expenses of Committee members 
attending the Annual Conference, the Committee was instructed to 
bring forward a draft rule for consideration at the 1978 Conference. 

Mr„ Massey pointed out that "Executive Committee" was not defined 
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in the Rules. There were also two Rule 12s and no Rule 11. In 
Rule 13(c) there should be a space between ' any and body . 
Rule 16 "Societies" should be added to the title. 'The Chairman 
suggested the deletion of "Executive" in R u l e 8(f) and that^the 
Committee should in future be referred to as "The Committee . 

Mr. Corbishley raised the question of the expenses of conductors 
attending the Festival, which he had assumed would be met by the 

from the Festival Account. 

5. Chairman's Report 
Mr. Wyatt welcomed the representative from the Oxford Branch. 

The new membership list was now four months' overdue. (It was 

i s i f S E i g i S S s * 
acceptance of the estimate. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Corbishley and the West Riding Branch 
for a most enjoyable Festival and for their excellent organisation. 

yet been confirmed. 

The Chnirman reminded delegates that the London Branch Library 

Branches. 
6. Treasurer's Report 

duplicating the accounts. 
Mr. Ingram explained thrt "CSRP" under the Income column referred 

to the Certificate of Recorder Players. 

postage on bulk parcels to new-style branches. 

s u r p ^ e s l n t M n ^ s o c f e t i e s . 

of the Society should be looked at. 
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It was agreed that the surplus of 6280.89 was satisfactory and that 

the accounts should be adopted. 

7« Elections 
The following elections were mode: 

President: sir Michael Tippett 

Musical Director-. Mr Herbert Hersom 

Auditor: Mr Robert Harrison 

Secretary: Miss Edna Church 

L e Chairman, Treasurer .and Membership Secretary w e r e re-elected. , . 

M a s s e y were elected tc fill the vacancies. 

8. S u b s c r i E t i o n ^ i m ^ ,n 1 9 7 6 / y f r o m • m e e 
and this was carried unanimously. 

L | | 1 I S b @ b 3 S E : . 
alreody been done without resu^ . ^ 

The following suggestions^for^increa^ between 

Bran%hes^tere^put°forward by delegates: 

(i) joint meetings of branches 

(ii) display Of leaflets and pesters in music shops, 

(iv) branch meetings should divide into groups 

(•v) lectures and demonstrations 
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(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

concerts to be given by Branches to other local musical 
societies 

greater use should be made by branches of the Magazine's 
free pages 

i s i i i l p i l r 
Committee for further consideration. 

S r S M K & r S t l B 
Branches. 

students be made aware of the SR.t. 

10. Future Festivals 

r , : " s 

1979 Manchester 
1980 Herts and Cambridge 
1981 Edinburgh 
1982 London 

11. Any Other Business 

It was a g r e e d that the Society should pay for the Conference 

12. Date of next Conference 

It was agreed that this should be immediately following next 

year's Festival« 

c - l a j ^ w u u , 

ar/r/ 7<r 
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M i n u t e s of Annual C o n f e r e n c e he ld on Sunday 21 M a y 1978 

at C u l v e r hay S c h o o l Rush Hi l l Bath . 

P r e s e n t : M r . T. Wyatt 
f M r . B. B o n s o r 

M r . H. H e r s o m 
D r . S. T a y l o r 
M r . C. T o u c h i n 
M r . E. Hunt 
M r s . P . C a m p b e l l 
M r s . N. W i n k e l m a n n 
M i s s M. Wri ght 
M r . A. I n g r a m 
M r , W. Eng land 
M i s s E. M. C h u r c h 

B r a n c h D e l e g a t e s 

C h a i r m a n 

T r e a s u r e r 
T r e a s u r e r e l e c t 
S e c r e t a r y 

A b e r d e e n M i s s S. W r i g h t 

Bath M r . G. D a l z i e l 
M r . E. G. J e r r o m e 

B e d s & N. H e r t s M r . S. S m i t h 

Birmingham M r s . J. v a n d e r M o l e n 
Bristol M i s s E). Hunt 
C a m b r i d g e M r . J. M a s s e y 
D e v o n M r . B. C r i s p i n 
G l a s g o w M r . J. B. P e t t i n g e r 
L e i c e s t e r M r . & M r s . E m e r y 
M a n c h e s t e r M i s s B . N e w t o n 
Mid H e r t s M r s . M. T i n s l e y 
N o r t h a m p t o n M r . D. Pugh 
R o x b u r g h M r s . M. B o n s o r 
S. S o m e r s e t M r . S. R u s s e l l 
W a r w i c k M r s . M. E l l i s 
W. R id ing M r . R. C o r b i s h l e y 

1. A p o l o g i e s f or a b s e n c e w e r e r e c e i v e d f r o m D r . C a r l D o l m e t s c h , 
D r . A l l e n , D r . B e r g m a n n , M r . R. W i n t e r s , and the London , O x f o r d , 
Nuneaton , N o r f o l k , G u i l d f o r d , N e w c a s t l e and Edinburgh b r a n c h e s . 

2. M i n u t e s of the l a s t C o n f e r e n c e w e r e s i g n e d by the C h a i r m a n a s a 
t r u e r e c o r d s u b j e c t to the add i t ion o f ' D e v o n " to the l i s t of b r a n c h e s w h i c h 
had s e n t a p o l o g i e s f or a b s e n c e . 

3. M a t t e r s a r i s i n g 
T h e C h a i r m a n a s k e d if b r a n c h e s had anyth ing to r e p o r t w i t h r e g a r d 
to t h e i r e f f o r t s to m a k e the S R P m o r e e f f e c t i v e (Item 9). M i s s N e w t o n 
s a i d that the M a n c h e s t e r b r a n c h had g i v e n a c o n c e r t w h i c h w a s w e l l a t t ended 
and w h i c h w a s to be r e p e a t e d . M r . Hunt s u g g e s t e d that b r a n c h e s send in a 
r e p o r t f or the M a g a z i n e indep^ent of t h e i r annual r e p o r t . D r . T a y l o r a g r e e d . 

4 . A m e n d m e n t t o R u l e s 
T h e C h a i r m a n r e f e r r e d to I t e m 4 of the M i n u t e s of the 1977 C o n f e r e n c e . 
He p r o p o s e d that the p a y m e n t of e x p e n s e s to C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s a t t end ing 



i n b W and b r e a k f a s t a c c o m m o d a t i o n s h o u l d b e r e i m b u r s e d 

5 . O f f i c e r s ' r e p o r t s 
i T h e C h a i r m a n i n h i s r e p o r t m a d e t h e f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s : -
a ' T h e C o m m i t t e e h a d t w i c e d i s c u s s e d t h e q u e s t i o n of a n S R P e m b l e m . 
T h e i d e a of a c o m p e t i t i o n had b e e n d r o p p e d and a s m a l l s u b - c o m m i t t e e 
c h a i r e d by H e r b e r t H e r s o m h a d b e e n a p p o i n t e d w h i c h w a s c o n s i d e r i n g 
a d e s i g n b a s e d on t h e M i d - H e r t s b r a n c h e m b l e m w h i c h w a s s h o w n t o 
d e l e g a t e s . 

b A sub - c o m m i t t e e to c o n s i d e r s p o n s o r s h i p of a g r a m o p h o n e r e c o r d 
o r c a s s e t t e h a d b e e n a p p o i n t e d and had m a d e t w o r e p o r t s . I t s c o n c l u s i o n 
w a s tha t a r e c o r d f o r s a l e o n l y w i t h i n the S o c i e t y , w h i c h w o u l d s e l l 
p r o b a b l y no m o r e t h a n 2 5 0 c o p i e s , c o u l d not b e m a d e a t a n a t t r a c t i v e 
p r i c e T h e s u b - c o m m i t t e e h a d p o i n t e d out , h o w e v e r , that a n u m b e r 
of c o m m e r c i a l l y m a d e r e c o r d s of r e c o r d e r c o n s o r t m u s i c w e r e now 
a v a i l a b l e , and that t h e r e m i g h t w e l l be s c o p e f o r r e a c h i n g a g r e e m e n 
w i t h t h e i r p u b l i s h e r s f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e s e t h r o u g h b r a n c h e s a 

d i s c o u n t p r i c e s . t> 
D e l e g a t e s t h o u g h t d i s t r i b u t i o n w o u l d be m u c h t o o c o m p l i c a t e d . R e c o r d s 
c o u l d not a l w a y s b e d i s t r i b u t e d at b r a n c h m e e t i n g s and the f i n a l c o s t t o 

m e m b e r s m i g h M u s t a s h i g h a s b u y i n g f r o m a s h o p . It w a s d e c i d e d nu 

t o p r o c e e d w i t h the i d e a . 
M r . T o u c h i n w a s assembling a list of available r e c o r d s and t a p e s w h i c h 
•would be publisb.ed. in the a. ££2. z ?. XI© • 

c . C o p i e s of a r e v i s e d L o n d o n B r a n c h L i b r a r y c a t a l o g u e w e r e a v a i l a b l e . 

d . A n e w b r a n c h i n C o r k had b e e n a p p r o v e d by the C o m m i t t e e . B r a n c h e s 
s o f a r a w a y w e r e e x p e n s i v e to s e r v i c e , but i t w a s i n h i s v i e w c e n t r a l 
to t h e c o n c e p t of the S o c i e t y that r e m o t e b r a n c h e s w h o had the g r e a t e s t 
n e e d of c o n t a c t w i t h t h e r e s t of t h e m o v e m e n t s h o u l d be s u b s i d i s e d by 
t h o s e n e a r e r the c e n t r e . Cork ' s a d m i s s i o n to the S o c i e t y w a s r a t i f i e d 
by C o n f e r e n c e . 

e . R e v i s i o n of t h e p a n e l of c o n d u c t o r s w o u l d b e d i s c u s s e d at the n e x t 
C o m m i t t e e m e e t i n g and he w o u l d w e l c o m e s u g g e s t i o n s f o r a d d i t i o n s . 
He h o p e d s o m e I r i s h n a m e s w o u l d be a d d e d t o t h e l i s t . 

i i . M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y ' s r e p o r t 

D r . A l l e n had r e p o r t e d that t h e r e had b e e n a n i n c r e a s e i n m e m b e r s h i p 
i n the c u r r e n t y e a r of 3 o v e r the t o t a l of 1298 i n the p r e v i o u s y e a r . 

i i i . T r e a s u r e r ' s r e p o r t 

M r . I n g r a m a s k e d that c h e q u e s s h o u l d be m a d e out t o the S o c i e t y of 
R e c o r d e r P l a y e r s and not p e r s o n a l l y t o o f f i c i a l s . S o m e c h e q u e s w e r e 
o v e r s i x m o n t h s o ld w h e n s e n t t o t h e T r e a s u r e r and had to be r e t u r n e d ; 
h e a s k e d that c h e q u e s s h o u l d not be s u b m i t t e d w h i c h w e r e m o r e t h a n 
t h r e e m o n t h s o l d . 

In the a c c o u n t s f o r t h e y e a r to 30 . 9 . 7 7 . he had e x p e c t e d a s u r p l u s of 
£ 3 0 , but i n f a c t t h e f i g u r e w a s £ 4 7 7 o w i n g t o a n u m b e r of fa v o u r a b l e 
f a c t o r s . F o r the c u r r e n t y e a r h e e s t i m a t e d a s u r p l u s of about £ 3 0 0 
a f t e r a l l o w i n g 10% f o r i n f l a t i o n and £ 4 0 0 f o r a n e w m e m b e r s ' l i s t . T h i s 
d id not i n c l u d e a n y s u r p l u s on the F e s t i v a l . H e w a s not t h e r e f o r e 
r e c o m m e n d i n g any i n c r e a s e i n s u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r t h e y e a r c o m m e n c i n g 
O c t o b e r 1978 . 



. * ' 

W \ 

X . 

M r . I n g r a m s a o d that he had a p p r o a c h e d In land R e v e n u e f o r a n i n f o r m a l 
d i s c u s s i o n of t h e S o c i e t y ' s p o s i t i o n on c h a r i t y e x e m p t i o n . He had r e c e i v e d 
a f o r m a l r e p l y s t a t i n g tha t e x e m p t i o n w a s n o t due b e c a u s e the S o c i e t y ' s 
a i m s w e r e not c h a r i t a b l e at l a w . T h e C o m m i t t e e had agree.1i that a n 
a p p r o a c h s h o u l d b e m a d e t o t h e C h a r i t y C o m m i s s i o n e r s f o r a d v i c e . 

T h e a c c o u n t s w e r e a d o p t e d by C o n f e r e n c e . M r . C r i s p i n p r o p o s e d a 

v o t e of t h a n k s t o M r . I n g r a m f o r t h e e x c e l l e n t s e r v i c e h e h a d g i v e n the 

S o c i e t y i n h i s y e a r s a s T r e a s u r e r . 

i v . B r a n c h R e v i e w E d i t o r ' s R e p o r t 

D r T a y l o r r e m i n d e d b r a n c h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s that t h e d e a d l i n e s f o r r e p o r t s 
w e r e 1 s t J a n u a r y , 1 s t A p r i l , 1 s t J u l y and 1 s t O c t o b e r and h e a p p e a l e d 
t o s e c r e t a r i e s to a U h e r e t o t h e s e d a t e s . S p o t l i g h t s o n i n d i v i d u a l b r a n c h e s 
w o u l d c o n t i n u e and h e a s k e d f o r r e p o r t s of p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s by b r a n c h e s . 

M r . H u n t s a i d that b r a n c h n e w s w a s e x c e e d i n g t h e o f f i c i a l f o u r p a g e s 
i n t h e M a g a z i n e and he a s k e d f o r r e p o r t s t o be a s s u c c i n c t a s p o s s i b l e -
n o t g e n e r a l l y m o r e t h a n 200 w o r d s . He w o u l d w e l c o m e m o r e p h o t o g r a p h s 
p r o v i d e d t h e y w e r e b l a c k and w h i t e . 

4 
6 . E l e c t i o n s 

D r . D o l m e t s c h r e t i r e d a s M u s i c a l D i r e c t o r a n d w a s r e - a p p o i n t e d . 

M r . V/. E n g l a n d w a s a p p o i n t e d T r e a s u r e r . 
M r . R . H a r r i s o n w a s r e - a p p o i n t e d a s A u d i t o r . 

T h e C h a i r m a n , S e c r e t a r y , M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y a n d C o u n t r y S e c r e t a r y 

w e r e r e - a p p o i n t e d . 
M r s . C a m p b e l l , M r . M a s s e y , M r . T o u c h i n , M r s . W i n k e l m a n n and M r . W i n t e r s 
w e r e r e - a p p o i n t e d and M r . L y n d o n H i l l i n g w a s a p p o i n t e d to t h e C o m m i t t e e . 

7 . M a k i n g S R P m o r e e f f e c t i v e 

M r . H e r s o m s a i d that t h e M i d - H e r t s b r a n c h had a d v e r t i s e d i n t h e l o c a l p a p e r . 
S o m e t i m e s f r e e p u b l i c i t y w a s o f f e r e d by the l o c a l p r e s s . M i s s S. W r i g h t 
s a i d that the A b e r d e e n b r a n c h s u b m i t t e d a l i s t of b r a n c h a c t i v i t i e s t o the 
l o c a l I n f o r m a t i o n O f f i c e , U n i v e r s i t y C o m m o n R o o m s , e t c . 

8 . R e s o l u t i o n s 

M r . T o u c h i n p r o p o s e d that every^s&ouYd b e e n c o u r a g e d to b r i n g i n a t l e a s t 
o n e n e w m e m b e r o v e r the c o m i n g y e a r . M r . H e r s o m thought m o r e n e w 
b r a n c h e s w e r e n e e d e d s i n c e m e m b e r s w e r e d i s e n c h a n t e d w i t h l a r g e b r a n c h e s . 
M r M a s s e y s a i d that the C a m b r i d g e b r a n c h h a d a f f i l i a t e d t o a m u s i c c e n t r e . 
M e m b e r s h i p had g r o w n and m e e t i n g s w h i c h t o o k p l a c e w e e k l y d u r i n g t e r m 
t i m e w e r e now d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e g r o u p s . D r . T a y l o r s u g g e s t e d that s m a l l 
r e c o r d e r g r o u p s m i g h t v i s i t s c h o o l s and c o l l e g e s . A f f i l i a t i o n of s c h o o l 
r e c o r d e r g r o u p s to t h e S o c i e t y w a s p r o v i d e d f o r i n t h e R u l e s ; w h a t w a s 
n e e d e d w a s s o m e o n e i n t h e b r a n c h w i t h s u f f i c i e n t i n i t i a t i v e . 

9 . F u t u r e F e s t i v a l s 

T h e C h a i r m a n r e m i n d e d C o n f e r e n c e that the f o l l o w i n g p r o v i s i o n a l p r o g r a m m m e 

had b e e n a g r e e d at the 1977 C o n f e r e n c e : -
1 9 7 9 - M a n c h e s t e r ; 1980 - H e r t s and C a m b r i d g e ; 1981 - E d i n b u r g h ; 

1 9 8 2 - L o n d o n . . _ . . . 
M i s s N e w t o n s a i d that M a n c h e s t e r w e r e p r e p a r e d to o r g a n i s e the F e s t i v a l 
i n 1 9 7 9 a l t h o u g h t h e r e w e r e d i f f i c u l t i e s o w i n g t o a c l a s h of d a t e s . 
M r . H e r s o m s a i d t h a t a l t h o u g h C a m b r i d g e w o u l d b e a p o p u l a r v e n u e , 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n t h e r e w o u l d not be a v a i l a b l e unt i l l a t e June or e a r l y Ju y; 
he w a s t h e r e f o r e l o o k i n g i n t o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of h o l d i n g the F e s t i v a i n 
S t e v e n a g e . It w a s a g r e e d t h a t t h e t w o b r a n c h e s w o u l d d i s c u s s t h i s f u r t h e r . 



10 . A n y o t h e r b u s i n e s s 

T h e C h a i r m a n o f f e r e d thanks and c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to the Bath and B r i s t o l 
b r a n c h e s for o r g a n i s i n g s u c h a n e x c e l l e n t F e s t i v a l , w i t h e s p e c i a l thanks 
to S t e l l a W or r a i l w h o had a c t e d a s F e s t i v a l S e c r e t a r y . 

11. D a t e o f n e x t C o n f e r e n c e 

I t w a s a g r e e d t h a t i t s h o u l d b e h e l d i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 

t h e 1 9 7 9 F e s t i v a l i n M a n c h e s t e r . 

a o / f / 7 
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M i n u t e s of Annua l C o n f e r e n c e 

Sunday 20 M a y 1979 

U n i v e r s i t y of S a l f o r d M a n c h e s t e r 

"ULo 

1 % 

P r e s e n t : Mr T Wyatt 
M r E Hunt 
Mr H H e r s o m 
D r W B e r g m a n n 
Dr S T a y l o r 
Mr L H i l l i n g 
Mr C T o u c h i n 
Mr J M a s s y 
M r s P C a m p b e l l 
M r s N W i n k e l m a n n 
Mr P C lark 
M i s s M Wright 
Mr W England 
M i s s E C h u r c h 

C h a i r m a n 

T r e a s u r e r 
S e c r e t a r y 

B r a n c h D e l e g a t e s 
A b e r d e e n 
B e d s & N H e r t s 
B i r m i n g h a m 
B r i s t o l 
C a m b r i d g e 
D o r s e t 
Ed inburgh 
E s s e x 
G l a s g o w 
L e i c e s t e r 
M a n c h e s t e r 
M i d - H e r t s 
M i l t o n K e y n e s 
N e w c a s t l e upon Tyne 
W e s t R id ing 

M i s s S V/right 
M r R S m i t h 
M r s J v a n d e r M o l e n 
M i s s E Hunt 
M r s A M a r t i n 
M r s B H a r r i s o n 
M r T I n g l i s 
M r s 1 B u r r o u g h s 
M r J P e t t i n g e r 
M r R H i g h c o c k 
M i s s B N e w t o n 
M r s D R e d d a w a y 
M r s P C o o m b e s 
M r J H a w k e s 
M r R C o r b i s h l e y 

1. A p o l o g i e s f o r a b s e n c e w e r e r e c e i v e d f r o m D r D o l m e t s c h , Dr A l l e n , Mr B o n s o r 
Mr W i n t e r s and the D e v o n , London, C u m b r i a and R o x b u r g h B r a n c h e s . 

2. M i m t e s of the l a s t C o n f e r e n c e w e r e s i g n e d by the C h a i r m a n as a t r u e r e c o r d . 

3. C h a i r m a n s R e p o r t The C h a i r m a n m a d e the f o l l o w i n g po ints : 
(i) A o o c i e t y e m b l e m had b e e n c h o s e n . T - s h i r t s , head s c a r v e s and c a r s t i c k e r s 

had b e e n on s a l e at the F e s t i v a l , and it w a s p r o p o s e d to i n c o r p o r a t e the e m b l e m 
in S o c i e t y l e t t e r h e a d i n g s e t c . The C h a i r m a n c i r c u l a t e d c o p i e s to the d e l e g a t e s 
and a s k e d t h e m to c o n s i d e r w a y s i n w h i c h b r a n c h e s m i g h t m a k e u s e of i t . 

(ii) Work w a s go ing o n o n the r e v i s i o n of the R u l e s for s u b m i s s i o n to the 
Char i ty C o m m i s s i o n e r s s o that the S o c i e t y could c l a i m c h a r i t a b l e s t a t u s . 
R e v i s e d R u l e s would be p r e s e n t e d to the . n e x t C o n f e r e n c e . 

( i i i ) Dr A l l e n had r e p o r t e d an i n c r e a s e i n m e m b e r s h i p in the c u r r e n t y e a r 
of 60 e x c l u d i n g the new b r a n c h e s be ing f o r m e d in W e s t D o r s e t and D a r l i n g t o n . 
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T h e r e had b e e n a d e c l i n e i n m e m b e r s h i p i n e x i s t i n g b r a n c h e s but t h i s had b e e n 
c o m p e n s a t e d f o r by the f o r m a t i o n of new b r a n c h e s . The C h a i r m a n r e m i n d e d 
b r a n c h e s that t h e y w e r e r e q u i r e d to s u b m i t audi ted a c c o u n t s to the S o c i e t y and 
that c o m p l i a n c e would be e s s e n t i a l if the S o c i e t y w e r e to a c q u i r e c h a r i t a b l e s t a t u s . 
Only 13 b r a n c h e s had f u r n i s h e d a c c o u n t s f or the l a s t f i n a n c i a l y e a r . 

( iv) M a n c h e s t e r had r e c e i v e d r e q u e s t s f o r a c c o m m o d a t i o n for th i s y e a r s 
F e s t i v a l at the e l e v e n t h h o u r . B r a n c h e s w e r e a s k e d to l e t F e s t i v a l S e c r e t a r i e s 
know i n a m p l e t i m e (a) w h e t h e r t h e y w o u l d be s e n d i n g a d e l e g a t e to the C o n f e r e n c e 
and (b) w h e t h e r h e would r e q u i r e a c c o m m o d a t i o n . 

(v) At p r e s e n t the p r i c e paid by the S o c i e t y for " R e c o r d e r & M u s i c " c o v e r e d 
on ly 50% of pr in t ing c o s t s , and S c h o t t s had found i t n e c e s s a r y to i n c r e a s e the 
c o v e r p r i c e of the m a g a z i n e to 75p. and to a s k the S o c i e t y to pay 50p. per c o p y 
a s f r o m the S e p t e m b e r 1979 i s s u e . T h i s m e a n t that s u b s c r i p t i o n s would have 
to be i n c r e a s e d , but i t w a s p r o p o s e d to i n t r o d u c e a h o u s e h o l d m e m b e r s h i p 

(vi) A quotat ion of £ 350 had b e e n r e c e i v e d f o r pr in t ing 2000 c o p i e s of a 
m e m b e r s h i p l i s t s i m i l a r to the 1977 l i s t . The C o m m i t t e e had d e c i d e d h o w e v e r 
that the l i s t should be c l a s s i f i e d both a l p h a b e t i c a l l y and by r e g i o n s . The c o s t 
wou ld t h e r e f o r e be s o m e w h a t g r e a t e r . 

4 . T r e a s u r e r ' s R e p o r t The T r e a s u r e r r e p o r t e d a s u r p l u s of £ 1 0 2 2 f o r the f i n a n c i a l 
y e a r 1 9 7 7 / 7 8 . T h e S o c i e t y paid f o r 1000 c o p i e s of the M a g a z i n e but th i s a p p e a r e d 
to be l e s s than the n u m b e r of m e m b e r s tak ing i t and he w a s l ook ing in to th i s 
d i s c r e p a n c y . Many c o n d u c t o r s did not c l a i m e x p e n s e s , but he a p p e a l e d n e v e r t h e l e s s 
to B r a n c h e s t o u s e d i s c r e t i o n i n inv i t ing c o n d u c t o r s i n o r d e r to r e d u c e the c o s t 
to the S o c i e t y . F r o m e a c h l u m b e r ' s s u b s c r i p t i o n the S o c i e t y w a s l e f t wi th about 
8Op, to c o v e r the m e m b e r s h i p / ( w h i c h f o r 1979 w o u l d c o s t about 2Op. p e r m e m b e r 
p e r y e a r ) and the c o s t of p a s t o r a l V i s i t s , C o n f e r e n c e and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n * 
P r o v i n c i a l b r a n c h e s w e r e i n e f f e c t s u b s i d i s e d by the Country & O v e r s e a s m e m b e r s , 
the London B r a n c h and the g e n e r o s i t y of c o n d u c t o r s . 
The a c c o u n t s w e r e adopted by C o n f e r e n c e . 
F o r 1 9 7 8 / 7 9 the T r e a s u r e r e s t i m a t e d a s m a l l i n c r e a s e i n s u b s c r i p t i o n i n c o m e 
and f r o m o t h e r rout ine s o u r c e s . On the o t h e r hand t h e r e w a s l i k e l y to be a n 
i n c r e a s e in C o n f e r e n c e e x p e n s e s , c o n d u c t o r s ' v i s i t s , C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s ' 
e x p e n s e s e t c . The C o m m i t t e e had a l s o a g r e e d to a l l o w the H i r e L i b r a r y to draw 
up to £ 120 f r o m C e n t r a l F u n d s to m e e t i t s i n i t i a l e x p e n s e s . The r e p r i n t of the 
m e m b e r s h i p l i s t and i t s d i s t r i b u t i o n w a s l i k e l y to c o s t around £ 5 0 0 . O v e r a l l 
h e e x p e c t e d a d e f i c i t of £ 6 0 0 , w h i c h cou ld h o w e v e r be m e t f r o m r e s e r v e s . 
He w a s w o r r i e d that i n s o m e n e w - s t y l e b r a n c h e s v e r y f e w m e m b e r s took the 
M a g a z i n e . The c o s t of d i s t r i b u t i o n w a s 50p for e a c h p a r c e l p lus p o s t a g e . The 
o p e r a t i o n w a s u n e c o n o m i c u n l e s s 30 m e m b e r s of a b r a n c h took the M a g a z i n e ; 
the a v e r a g e w a s i n & ct on ly 18. He a p p e a l e d to d e l e g a t e s f r o m n e w - s t y l e b r a n c h e s 
to e n c o u r a g e t h e i r m e m b e r s to s u b s c r i b e to the M a g a z i n e . 
F o r 1 9 7 9 / 8 0 he thought i t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e to a b s o r b i n c r e a s e d c o s t s wi thout 
f u r t h e r i n c r e a s i n g the s u b s c r i p t i o n . 
T h e B r a n c h R e v i e w E d i t o r sa id that i t w a s d i s t u r b i n g that i n s o m e b r a n c h e s f ew 
m e m b e r s thought the m a g a z i n e w o r t h tak ing . M o r e a r t i c l e s and l e t t e r s f r o m 
m e m b e r s would h e l p to m a k e the m a g a z i n e m o r e a t t r a c t i v e . 

5. S u b s c r i p t i o n s B i r m i n g h a m b r a n c h p r o p o s e d that s u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r r e t i r e d 
p e r s o n s be s e t at .the s a m e l e v e l a s t h o s e f o r s t u d e n t s . The T r e a s u r e r , w h i l e 
h a v i n g no s t a t i s t i c s of r e t i r e d p e r s o n s a m o n g the m e m b e r s h i p , thought that a 
r e d u c t i o n i n t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n w o u l d l e a d to a m a t e r i a l l o s s of i n c o m e w h i c h 
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coui ld l e a d to a n i n c r e a s e i n s u b s c r i p t i o n f o r a l l m e m b e r s . S t u d e n t s and p e n s i o n e r s 
a l i k e m i g h t be n e e d y , btu s t u d e n t s w e r e a s p e c i a l c a s e b e c a u s e of the d e s i r a b i l i t y 
of a t t r a c t i n g y o u n g p l a y e r s . H e s u g g e s t e d that i f t h e r e w e r e p r e s s u r e f o r s u c h a 
c o n c e s s i o n i t s h o u l d be g i v e n at b r a n c h l e v e l s o a s not to c o n s t i t u t e a d r a i n o n 
C e n t r a l F u n d s . T h e r e s o l u t i o n w a s d e f e a t e d . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e r e c o m m e n d e d and C o n f e r e n c e a p p r o v e d the f o l l o w i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n 
r a t e s f o r the y e a r e n d i n g 30 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 0 : -

Old s t y l e b r a n c h 

N e w s t y l e b r a n c h 

F u l l m e m -
b e r w i t h 
m a g a z i n e 

3 . 5 0 

3. 00 

F u l l m e m -
b e r w / o 
m a g a z i n e 

8 0 p 

Student S t u d e n t 
w i t h w i t h o u t 
m a g a z i n e m a g a z i n e 

2.50 

2.50 

H o u s e h o l d 
m e m b e r -
s h i p 

4 . 50 

5 Op 

5 . M e m b e r s h i p L i s t M r . M a s s y s u g g e s t e d that the e x p e n s e of p r i n t i n g a n a t i o n a l 
l i s t c o u l d be a v o i d e d if b r a n c h e s p r o d u c e d t h e i r o w n l i s t s and s e n t t h e m to the 
n a t i o n a l o f f i c e r s . M i s s W r i g h t p o i n t e d out that COS m e m b e r s r e q u i r e d the l i s t i n 
i t s p r e s e n t f o r m . S e v e r a l d e l e g a t e s thought that a s m a l l n u m b e r of c o p i e s w o u l d be 
s u f f i c i e n t f o r e a c h b r a n c h ; if the l i s t i n i t s p r e s e n t w e r e r e q u i r e d o n l y f o r COS 
m e m b e r s i t m i g h t be p o s s i b l e to d u p l i c a t e i t and t h u s s a v e m o n e y . It w a s a g r e e d 
that the m a t t e r s h o u l d be r e c o n s i d e r e d at n e x t y e a r s C o n f e r e n c e , and that d e l e g a t e s 
w o u f ( $ t i ! e i r b r a n c h m e m b e r s to s e e what v a l u e t h e y p l a c e d on a n a t i o n a l l i s t and 
w o u l d e x a m i n e the f e a s i b i l i t y of p r o d u c i n g i n d i v i d u a l b r a n c h l i s t s . 

6 . E l e c t i o n s 

M r . P C l a r k and M r E Hunt w e r e r e - a p p o i n t e d a s M u s i c a l D i r e c t o r s . 
T h e C h a i r m a n , T r e a s u r e r , S e c r e t a r y , M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y and COS 

S e c r e t a r y w e r e r e - a p p o i n t e d . 

M r M a s s y , Dr T a y l o r , M r s W i n k e l m a n n , M r s C a m p b e l l and M r H i l l i n g w e r e 
r e - a p p o i n t e d a s C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e p r o p o s e d M i s s E v e l y n N a l l e n and M r P h i l i p T h o r b y to r e p l a c e 
M r W i n t e r s and Mr T o u c h i n w h o w e r e r e t i r i n g by r o t a t i o n . M i s s N a l l e n and 
M r T h o r b y w e r e e l e c t e d u n a n i m o u s l y . T h e C h a i r m a n thanked M r W i n t e r s and 
M r . T o u c h i n f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e s . 

7• H i r e L i b r a r y Mr T o u c h i n s a i d that the s u b - c o m m i t t e e w e r e i n v i t i n g m o r e 
c o m p o s i t i o n s f o r r e c o r d e r o r c h e s t r a . It w a s p r o p o s e d to c h a r g e £ 2 p. a . to c o v e r 
r u n n i n g e x p e n s e s , p l u s a h i r e c h a r g e and a p e r f o r m a n c e f e e f o r c o m p o s e r s and 
a r r a n g e r s . He c i r c u l a t e d d e t a i l s of the s c h e m e . He h o p e d that i t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e 
to i n t e r e s t l o c a l e d u c a t i o n a u t h o r i t i e s i n the f a c i l i t i e s . He l o o k e d f o r w a r d u l t i m a t e l y 
to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a N a t i o n a l Youth R e c o r d e r O r c h e s t r a . T h e C h a i r m a n and 
M r s W i n k e l m a n n r e p o r t e d o n the s u c c e s s of the L o n d o n e x p e r i m e n t . 

8. 

r- , 

F e s t i v a l s T h e 1 980 F e s t i v a l w o u l d be h e l d i n C a m b r i d g e . C a m b r i d g e b r a n c h 
w e r e a s k e d to s u b m i t a d r a f t b u d g e t by J a n u a r y 1 9 8 0 . A f l o a t f o r i n i t i a l e x p e n s e s 
w o u l d be m a d e a v a i l a b l e if r e q u i r e d . E d i n b u r g h w e r e w i l l i n g i n p r i n c i p l e to s t a g e 
the 1 981 F e s t i v a l , p r o b a b l y i n e a r l y J u n e . T h e Iv i d - H e r t s B r a n c h w e r e w i l l i n g i n 
p r i n c i p l e to o r g a n i s e the 1 982 F e s t i v a l , p r o b a b l y i n S t e v e n a g e . 

9. A n y o t h e r b u s i n e s s M r T o u c h i n s a i d the c o s t of p r i z e s w a s a h e a v y b u r d e n 
on a F e s t i v a l budge t and s u g g e s t e d that B r a n c h e s s h o u l d s e e k s p o n s o r s . T h e p r i z e s 
f o r the 1 979 F e s t i v a l had b e e n m e t by the s h o p s or p r i v a t e m e m b e r s of t h e 
M a n c h e s t e r b r a n c h . 

T h e C h a i r m a n thanked and c o n g r a t u l a t e d the M a n c h e s t e r b r a n c h f o r the e x c e l l e n t 
o r g a n i s a t i o n of the F e s t i v a l . 
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M i n u t 6 s o f A n n u a l C o n f e r e n c e 

Sunday 18 May 1980 

H o m e r t o n C o l l e g e C a m b r i d g e 

M r T Wyatt 
M r E Hunt 
Mr H H e r s o m 
Dr W B e r g m a n n 
Dr S T a y l o r 
M r P C l a r k 
Mr L H i l l i n g 
M i s s E N a l l e n 
M r B B o n s o r 
Mr P T h o r b y 
Mr J M a s s y 
M i s s M Wright 
Dr J A l l e n 
Mr W England 
M i s s E C h u r c h 

C h a i r m a n 

COS S e c r e t a r y 
M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y 
T r e a s u r e r 
S e c r e t a r y 

B r a n c h D e l e g a t e s 

A b e r d e e n 
Bath 
B e d s & N H e r t s 
B i r m i n g h a m 
B r i s t o l 
C a m b r i d g e 
C l e v e l a n d 
D a r l i n g t o n 
D o r s e t 
Ed inburgh 
G l a s g o w 
L e i c e s t e r 
M a n c h e s t e r 
M i d - H e r t s 
M i l t o n K e y n e s 
N o r f o l k 
N o r t h a m p t o n 
Roxburgh 
W e s t D o r s e t 
W e s t Rid ing 

1. A p o l o g i e s for a b s e n c e w e r e r e c e i v e d 
M r s W i n k e l m a n n and the D e v o n , S h e f f i e l d 

M i s s S Wright 
Mr G D a l z i e l 
Mr H S m i t h 
M r J R o w l e y 
M i s s E Hunt 
M r s C Gibbons 
Mr B Knox 
M i s s S F o x a l l 
M r s B H a r r i s o n 
M r s N O ' R i o r d a n 
Mr B P e t t i n g e r 
M i s s J F i n n s 
M i s s B N e w t o n 
M r s M T i n s l e y 
M i s s B Hogg 
Mr D S m i t h 
Dr R C o l e s 
M r s M B o n s o r 
M r s C G r e e n h i l l 
Mr R C o r b i s h l e y 

f r o m Dr D o l m e t s c h , 
, O x f o r d , E s s e x and W a r w i c k B r a n c h e s . 

M r s C a m p b e l l , 

2. T h e M i n u t e s of the l a s t C o n f e r e n c e w e r e s i g n e d by the C h a i r m a n a s a t r u e 
r e c o r d s u b j e c t to the i n s e r t i o n of "and B e d s and N H e r t s " a f t e r " M i d - H e r t s " in 
the f ina l s e n t e n c e of S e c t i o n 8 . 

3 . M a t t e r s a r i s i n g 
(a) M e m b e r s h i p l i s t s S o m e d e l e g a t e s s a i d that one or two c o p i e s would be 

s u f f i c i e n t f or t h e i r b r a n c h e s and that t h e y would p r e f e r the l i s t to be a r r a n g e d 
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y . T h e C h a i r m a n u n d e r t o o k that the C o m m i t t e e wou ld c o n s i d e r the 
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arrangement of the l i s t and the cheapest method of production. The T r e a s u r e r 
said that his e s t i m a t e s had been based on the assumpt ion that th=re would be 
no new i s s u e in 1981 * 

/ b \ Hire l ibrary The Chairman reminded de legates of Mr Touchin's 
paper whi7h had been c irculated at the las t Conference The Committee had been 

purported to prohibit m e m b e r s rece iv ing payment for their s e r v i c e s . The 
Committee had there fore decided to l eave Mr Touchin to run the h ire l ibrary 
independently of the Society . The recorder orches tra m o v e m e n t meanwhile 
was making p r o g r e s s and a s u c c e s s f u l weekend had been held recent ly at 

Hit chin. 

4. Future F e s t i v a l s . 
Mrs O 'Riordan s a l d l h a t May 23 1931 had been chosen for the F e s t i v a l in 

The venue would be George Watson's Col lege which had exce l lent fac i l i t i e s . 
The Branch w e r e asked to submit a draft budget and w e r e r e m i n d e d that th 
Society would make an advance to m e e t init ial e x p e n s e s . The oc ie y wou 
a l so underwrite any l o s s on the F e s t i v a l and converse ly would take any profit . 
L e i c e s t e r of fered to hold the F e s t i v a l in 1983. The future F e s t i v a l programme 

1982 Mid-Hert s and Beds & N Hert s 
1983 L e i c e s t e r 
1984 Milton Keynes 

5. O f f i c e r s ' Reports , . . . . . . 
(a) The Chairman reported that the Society was in a healthy pos i t ion with 

of a branch in Hereford. It had been n e c e s s a r y to wr i t e a s t ern le t ter to Branches 
about the cost of pastoral v i s i t s . The Ir i sh branch had said that they w e r e Willi g 
to contribute £ 5 0 f rom their own funds towards the cost of this year s pastora 
v i s i t and this offer w a s grateful ly noted. 
It had been thought that Schotts w e r e going to discontinue publication of the 
Magazine , but there had been a change of control and this threat had been l i f te . 
Severa l de legates complained about the late de l ivery of the M a r c h magazine 
and about poor packaging; Dr A l l e n undertook to speak to Office A i d s . Mr Hunt 
said the magaz ine was now being printed in A m e r s h a m and he hoped for 
improvement in meet ing the publishing dates . 
It was not proposed to produce a new le t ter heading until the Society had been 
reg i s t ered as a charity . Severa l de l ega tes said that their branches would be 
in teres ted in buying supplies of headed s tat ionery . 

(b) The T r e a s u r e r r e f e r r e d to the Accounts which showed a surplus of 
£201 for 1978 /79 which w a s due to (i) the cost of printing the 1979 m e m b e r s h i p 
l i s t not being taken into account in that f inancial year; (ii) £120 set as ide for 
the recorder orches t ra l ibrary had not been expended; and (111) Schotts had 
charged 3 7 | p . per copy for the magaz ine instead of the 5Op. anticipated. 
The Society rece ived only 54p. from each subscr ipt ion after magaz ine c o s t s 
had been m e t . He was grateful to conductors who made pastoral v i s i t s at their 

own expense . 
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1 9 7 9 / 8 0 S u b s c r i p t i o n s w e r e s t i l l awa i t ed f r o m t h r e e b r a n c h e s ; S c h o t t ' 9 r o y a l t i e s 
and p r o f i t f r o m the s a l e of T s h i r t s e t c w e r e unknown; the b i l l f o r the M a r c h 
m a g a z i n e had not y e t b e e n r e c e i v e d and he did not know w h e t h e r the p r i c e wou ld 
r e m a i n at 3 7 | p . ; p o s t a l r a t e s w e r e c o n t i n u a l l y r i s i n g ; and if c h a r i t y e x e m p t i o n w e r e 
not t h r o u g h i n t i m e C o r p o r a t i o n T a x would h a v e to be paid o n Bank i n t e r e s t . T h e s e 
w e r e m a j o r u n c e r t a i n t i e s , but m a k i n g the b e s t e s t i m a t e s he cou ld he e x p e c t e d a 
s m a l l s u r p l u s of £ 100 . 

1 9 8 0 / 8 1 No e x c e p t i o n a l e x p e n d i t u r e w a s known at th i s s t a g e . C o n f e r e n c e c o s t s 
i n 1981 m i g h t be v e r y h e a v y b e c a u s e of t r a v e l l i n g e x p e n s e s to E d i n b u r g h . H o w e v e r 
t h e r e w e r e r e a s o n a b l e r e s e r v e s and he p r o p o s e d no i n c r e a s e i n s u b s c r i p t i o n for 
1 9 8 0 / 8 1 . But i t w a s l i k e l y that s u b s c r i p t i o n s w o u l d h a v e to be i n c r e a s e d the 
f o l l o w i n g y e a r . N e v e r t h e l e s s i t w a s hoped to k e e p the i n c r e a s e to a m i n i m u m 
by r e d u c i n g w a s t a g e of m a g a z i n e s . He s t r e s s e d that m u c h w a s t e d e x p e n d i t u r e 
a r o s e f r o m d e l a y by b r a n c h e s i n s e n d i n g i n m e m b e r s h i p r e t u r n s . T h i s r e s u l t e d 
i n m a g a z i n e s b e i n g s e n t to m e m b e r s w h o , i n the e v e n t , d id not r e n e w t h e i r 
s u b s c r i p t i o n . T h i s y e a r no l e s s than 500 m a g a z i n e s had b e e n s e n t out w h i c h had 
n o t y e t b e e n paid f o r . The C o m m i t t e e w i th s o m e r e l u c t a n c e had a g r e e d that one 
n e c e s s a r y l i n e of a t tack on t h i s w a s t a g e m u s t be to c e a s e to send D e c e m b e r 
m a g a z i n e s to new m e m b e r s ; s u b s c r i p t i o n s w o u l d i n f u t u r e be d e e m e d to e n t i t l e 
a m e m b e r to f o u r m a g a z i n e s s t a r t i n g w i t h the M a r c h i s s u e - But t h e T r e a s u r e r 
e m p h a s i s e d that u n l e s s b r a n c h e s s e n t i n t h e i r m e m b e r s h i p r e t u r n s by the 
a d v e r t i s e d d e a d l i n e of 3 1 s t J a n u a r y , f u r t h e r w a s t a g e w a s i n e v i t a b l e . 

M i s s Wright a s k e d that a s t a t e m e n t about c h a n g e s i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n a r r a n g e m e n t s 
should be c a r r i e d i n the S e p t e m b e r m a g a z i n e f o r the b e n e f i t of COS m e m b e r s . 
In r e s p o n s e to a q u e r y about h o u s e h o l d m e m b e r s h i p f o r n e w - s t y l e b r a n c h e s t h e 
C h a i r m a n sa id that the C o m m i t t e e w o u l d c o n s i d e r the q u e s t i o n at i t s n e x t m e e t i n g . 
C o n f e r e n c e a p p r o v e d the a c c o u n t s f o r 1 9 7 8 / 7 9 . 

(c) M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y Dr A l l e n r e p o r t e d that the to ta l m e m b e r s h i p 
for 1979 w a s 1360 . Not a l l r e t u r n s had y e t b e e n r e c e i v e d f o r 1980 , but tak ing 
into a c c o u n t new b r a n c h e s the to ta l m e m b e r s h i p w a s l i k e l y to be about 1440 . 

6 . R e v i s i o n of R u l e s 
The C h a i r m a n s t r e s s e d that if t h e S o c i e t y b e c a m e a c h a r i t y i t would be 

o b l i g a t o r y f o r b r a n c h e s to adopt R u l e s w h i c h w e r e not i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the 
s p e c i m e n r u l e s . He b e l i e v e d that adopt ion of the s p e c i m e n r u l e s should not 
p r e s e n t p r o b l e m s f o r any b r a n c h , but d e p a r t u r e s f r o m t h e s p e c i m e n r u l e s could 
be a p p r o v e d by the C o m m i t t e e p r o v i d e d t h e y w e r e not i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the 
S o c i e t y ' s r u l e s . Dr C o l e s p r o p o s e d that b r a n c h e s a c c e p t the s p e c i m e n r u l e s , 
adding t h e i r o w n r u l e s if d e s i r e d s u b j e c t to t h e s u b m i s s i o n of any p r o p o s e d 
add i t ions to the C o m m i t t e e . C o n f e r e n c e a g r e e d . 

T h e C h a i r m a n p r o p o s e d the f o l l o w i n g a m e n d m e n t s to the dra f t S o c i e t y R u l e s that 
had b e e n c i r c u l a t e d : -

Rule 5 (m): D e l e t e and s u b s t i t u t e : - "The C o m m i t t e e m a y at any t i m e 
n o m i n a t e a n E x a m i n a t i o n S e c r e t a r y and E x a m i n a t i o n S u b - c o m m i t t e e of not l e s s 
than t w o or m o r e than s i x m e m b e r s a l l of w h o m s h a l l be m e m b e r s of the S oc i e t y . 
T h e E x a m i n a t i o n S e c r e t a r y and S u b - c o m m i t t e e s h a l l be r e s p o n s i b l e f or o r g a n i s i n g 
the E x a m i n a t i o n s of the S o c i e t y s u b j e c t h o w e v e r to the g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n s of the 
C o m m i t t e e and the E x a m i n a t i o n S e c r e t a r y and S u b - c o m m i t t e e m a y n o m i n a t e 
E x a m i n e r s a s n e c e s s a r y f o r the conduct of the E x a m i n a t i o n s , a l l of w h o m s h a l l 
be m e m b e r s of the S o c i e t y . The E x a m i n e r s s h a l l be r e s p o n s i b l e for the conduct 
of ind iv idua l e x a m i n a t i o n s s u b j e c t h o w e v e r to the d i r e c t i o n s of the E x a m i n a t i o n 
S e c r e t a r y and S a b - c o m m i t t e e . The C o m m i t t e e m a y at any t i m e r e m o v e the 
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E x a m i n a t i o n S e c r e t a r y a n d / o r any m e m b e r of the E x a m i n a t i o n S u b - c o m m i t t e e 
a n d / o r any of the E x a m i n e r s w h e t h e r o r not any s u b s t i t u t e s a r e appo inted i n 

t h e i r p l a c e . " 

A p p e n d i x R u l e 2 b . D e l e t e a l l a f t e r " B r a n c h C o m r n i t e e " . 

C o n f e r e n c e adopted the new R u l e s w i t h the t w o a m e n d m e n t s . 

T h e C h a i r m a n s a i d that the new R u l e s had b e e n a p p r o v e d by t h e C h a r i t y 
C o m m i s s i o n and w e r e now i n the hands of the Inland R e v e n u e . C o n f e r e n c e 
p a s s e d a vot e of thanks to M r John T u r n e r for a l l the w o r k he had u n d e r t a k e n 

o n beha l f of the S o c i e t y . 

7 . E l e c t i o n s 
Dr B e r g m a n n , M r B o n s o r and M r H e r s o m r e t i r e d a s M u s i c a l D i r e c t o r s and 

w e r e r e - a p p o i n t e d . 
The C h a i r m a n , S e c r e t a r y , T r e a s u r e r , M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y , COS S e c r e t a r y 
and A u d i t o r w e r e r e - a p p o i n t e d . _ . . . 
M r s C a m p b e l l and Mr M a s s y w e r e due to r e t i r e f r o m the C o m m i t t e e . The C o m m i t t e e 

n o m i n a t e d Dr C o l e s and M r s Panzefcta who w e r e e l e c t e d . 

8 . N e w B r a n c h e s 
C o n f e r e n c e r a t i f i e d the a f f i l i a t i o n of new b r a n c h e s at High W y c o m b e , S h e f f i e l d 

and L i n c o l n . 

9. A n y o ther bus iness^ 

T h e C h a i r m a n a s k e d Mr Dav id S m i t h i f he and Mr S k i n s w o u l d jo in t ly w r i t e a n 
account of the F e s t i v a l for the m a g a z i n e . 

The C h a i r m a n thanked the C a m b r i d g e b r a n c h f o r o r g a n i s i n g s u c h an e x c e l l e n t 

F e s t i v a l . 
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