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The April meeting began with Helen Hooker’s setting of Non Lo Dirò Col Labbro, from Tolomeo, the opera seria composed by George Frideric Handel, which was first performed at the King’s Theatre, London in 1728.  This aria is also known as Silent Worship in Arthur Somervell’s popular 1928 English-language adaptation.  If Ye Love Me, Keep My Commandments, a sacred choral work by the sixteenth century composer Thomas Tallis, in another arrangement by Helen Hooker, followed.  After this, members switched to a stately dance rhythm from the same period with A Pavane for Easter (Quartet) by contemporary composer Annie Helman, and the first half concluded with another seasonal piece, Andrew Challinger’s energetic Spring Dance, composed for the Society’s Golden Jubilee in 1987 and issued on 4th April that year.  After tea, following further practice on this, the afternoon concluded with 2 Spirituals, an arrangement by Alyson Lewin, published in 1997 for Brewood Middle School in Staffordshire, of a couple of well-known contrasting melodies; the lively Down By the Riverside, and the anthemic Swing Low, Sweet Chariot. 
The next meeting, a Pastoral event to be conducted by Northamptonshire-based Lyndon Hilling, will be held from 2.30 pm to 5.30 pm on Saturday 20th May, at Attleborough Baptist Church, 29 The Green CV11 4J Z.  Visitors and new members will be made very welcome.  For details, e-mail nuneaton@srp.org.uk or telephone 024 76737236, and find us on Facebook @ Nuneaton Branch of The Society of Recorder Players. 
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