18th October Miriam Monaghan
18th October 2025 and our much-awaited playing day was finally here. Miriam came into the hall and was well looked after by our new Chair, Dawn, and seemed thoroughly at home in our branch. It was fantastic to welcome other Somerset residents who were visiting and many players from other branches.
The day proved to be a fantastic event – with both an excellent choice of music and a very interesting, knowledgeable and entertaining conductor. Miriam made us work hard, but cleverly also helped us succeed even if we had initially struggled.
The opening piece was Jean-Phillippe Rameau’s Rondeau Les Sauvages – where we were initially encouraged to be stately and magnificent, then lapsing into a loving mode in Bb major, before working through emotions and reaching and dramatic end. A great piece to play – and as all the music today – interesting parts for all the instruments.
Then for something completely different – Piazolla’s Libertango. This fun piece challenged some of our rhythmic abilities, but as with all the music today, Miriam guided us through it all skilfully and it was a great piece to play.
Next came a request piece from Felicity, as she had enjoyed playing this piece under Miriam’s direction on previous occasions – The Lass of Pattie’s Mill, a traditional Scottish melody (with twists!), and as most of today’s music, was arranged by Miriam. Even the great bass part was fun to play, and reflective music suited both the recorders and our hall.
Lunch was a timely event, followed by a forgotten composer – Rovigo, and his 2-choir Canzon Decimaottava. Miriam described the piece and the composer’s life well and encouraged us to try different styles of playing depending on the situation in the music.
Also, during the afternoon we played Pavan and Galliard by Peter Phillips, the Elizabethan composer expelled from England the Low Countries due to his Catholic beliefs and the beautiful and haunting Gabriel’s Oboe by Enrico Moricone, both again cleverly arranged by Miriam.
A successful playing day needs a team effort and a good leader – and we had more than a good leader in Miriam, but we also had fantastic team effort form so many Somerset SRP members, without which the day wouldn’t work. And we also had some amazing cakes on offer to our members and guests and lively raffle; so many thanks to everyone who contributed to this outstanding day.
