Saturday 15th Meeting
Joyce was our conductor today so firstly a big thank you to her for all her hard work in organising a lovely session for us all.
Dynamics seemed to be a major theme for today; also alternative fingerings.
We started with 2 Courtly Masquing Ayres by John Adson. He was composer to James 1st and apparently was paid 20 pennies a day. Both pieces began 4/4 then ended with a section in 3/4, giving a bright and dance like feel to the music.
Next some Mozart, March of the Priests from the Magic Flute. This had been arranged by Edgar Hunt, a founding member of SRP. We tried very hard to play softly, whilst keeping in tune and playing in a flowing and legato manner.
A complete change of style and era came afterwards. Take 5 of Dave Brubeck fame. Always a tricky one being in 5/4 but I think we coped well. There were some tricky notes in most parts and the bass part relentless! Joyce chose this because we had had another piece in 5/4 a few months ago.
We then moved to the theme from the film Der Dritte Mann (The Third Man), Anton Karas. This also had jazz rhythms with some swung and straight quavers. It brought back happy memories of a holiday in Austria listening to someone playing this tune on a zither.
Thanks also to Wendy and Rachel for welcome refreshments and excellent cake after the challenges of the 5/4 rhythm

Then we went backwards in time to William Brade and Ludovico Grossi da Viadana, both mid 16th/17th century. These pieces were canzons; Canzon and Canzona both following the canzon rhythm patterns. They also had some interesting rhythmic sections creating a 6/8 feel on occasion. This effect gave a dancelike quality. The Canzona had 2 choirs and as soon as we started playing I was transported to St. Marc's square Venice.
As we are not meeting in December, we finished with some seasonal music. Bethlehem Down by Peter Warlock- whose real name was Phillip Heseltine! Written at the beginning of the 20th century there were some interesting tonal choices. Then an old favourite, In Dulci Jubilo and the afternoon finished with players choices from a book of carols in 4 parts.

