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Having celebrated Hogmanay, and with Burns Night on the horizon, the January meeting opened with Two Scottish Island Tunes arranged by Marg Hall, firstly The Dark Island with its brooding atmosphere, followed in more lively fashion by The Isla Reel.  Next on the list were two movements from Christopher Ball’s Light and Shade Suite beginning with the third, entitled Nowell, reverting to the Christmas theme, preceding the stately second, Saraband, which was played after tea.  Moving back in time and quickening the dance tempo, attention turned to La Volta by the late sixteenth/early seventeenth century German composer Michael Praetorius.  The meeting concluded with Helen Hooker’s arrangement of Non lo dirò col labbro, (literally translated from Italian to English as I will not say it with my lips), an aria from the three-act opera Tolomeo by George Frideric Handel, first staged at the King’s Theatre in London on 30th April 1728.  More recently, the song was adapted by the British composer Arthur Somervell in 1928 for voice and piano, when it became known as Silent Worship, and was also performed by Gwyneth Paltrow and Ewan McGregor in the 1996 film version of Jane Austen’s novel Emma. 
The next meeting will be held at 2.30 pm on Saturday 21st February at Attleborough Baptist Church, 29 The Green CV11 4JZ.  Visitors and new members will be made very welcome.  For details, e-mail nuneaton@srp.org.uk or telephone 024 76737236, and find us on Facebook 
@ Nuneaton Branch of The Society of Recorder Players. 
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