Saturday 21st March - conducted by Rose Atkinson
On this first day of Spring, we gathered – and welcomed some new players – to our hall in Ruishton, near Taunton. It’s lovely to see some new recorder players and they are always made very welcome at our branch meetings.
We welcomed Rose, who also lives in Somerset, who had heard that this day was not only the first day of Spring, but national Renaissance music day, so our opening piece was O Magnum Mysterium by William Byrd – a piece quite well known to a number of us as we played it in Mendip Consort as part of our season a few years ago. Rose made us work hard to get a good sound and the end result was lovely.
We then moved to Jacob ter Verhuis - a trio named Chapel Road. This was fairly straightforward when we realised how slowly the music went, therefore the demi semis were very late in the beat. Verhuis is a composer mostly for Pipes, Rose’s other love, and lives in the Netherlands.
Tea included a stunning array of cakes hosted by Hannah and Rachel.
After tea we played 4 pieces by another pipe specialist, this time from Portugal – Nobuyo Monta. The pieces were entitiled ‘Deux Chansons de trouvere’, Pete Prelude and Marche. They made a good little suite of contrasting styles when we had learnt all 4 and put them together.
We finished the afternoon by revisiting both the Byrd and the Chapel Road.
Thank you, Rose, for an interesting afternoon of music by otherwise unknown (to most of us) composers.

