Saturday 28 February
What a way to end the month!
Rachel Packer, one of our Somerset SRP members, took the baton for the first time as our conductor and we had a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. 
We had a lovely crowd of people, including quite a few visitors.
Initially Rachel took us through a few breathing and posture exercises.
We then began the afternoon’s playing with an arrangement of Nielsen’s ‘Folk Tune’ from his 5 piano pieces. This was a lovely arrangement and lay well under the fingers whichever part was played.
We then moved on to the main work of the afternoon, Greensleeves to a Ground (Original anon but sometimes attributed to Henry VIII) and here‘freely meddled with by Helen Hooker’. We worked at each 8-bar section in groups of 4 sections (yes, 32 bars!), which made counting the rests easier and enabled Rachel to help with the trickier passages on each instrument.  Finally, we put the whole work together and Rachel encouraged us to play it very musically.
Next was a much asked for piece, only really possible to play when the attendance is good – an 8 (actually 9) part version of Lotti’s Crucifixus. This stunningly beautiful work builds up to a climax in bar 9, and then later when the descants reach the top G. Rachel encouraged us to think about the meaning of the words and play sensitively.
Tea – and an amazing spread of cake – was provided by Miriam and Mary, thank you to them.
We resumed with a 4-movement suite by Judith Bush – Yorkshire Dales Suite. Again Rachel encouraged us to paint pictures of each area depicted by Judith Bush – The Old Green Lane’, ‘The Ghyll’, ‘The Tarn’, and ‘The Beck’ and play accordingly and I think the sound did reflect these images.
We finished the afternoon with a short work by William Boyce – Alleluia. This was, as the title suggested, very lively and a ‘happy’ way to go home.  
Thank you, Rachel, for a great debut session, and we look forward to the next one.

