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Music arranged and edited by Carl Dolmetsch was the first to be played at the March meeting, under the title Six Consorts for Four Recorders by English, French, Italian and Spanish Composers.  After the quintessentially English Greensleeves, France was represented by two anonymous pieces, Gavota and Vaudeville, both from the early seventeenth century collection Harmonie Universelle, compiled by the ordained priest and scholar Marin Mersenne.  These were followed by two Italian works, Hor Che Vezzosa e Bella (verbatim interpretation Now How Charming and Beautiful) by the mid-sixteenth/early seventeenth century composer Felice Anerio, and La Verginella (describing a flirtatious woman) again uncredited, from the sixteenth century.  The final melody was entitled Fantasy from the same era by Antonio de Cabezón, a blind composer and organist born in Spain.  He was appointed Court Musician to King Charles V of Castile and Aragon, who later became the Holy Roman Emperor.  The first half of the afternoon was brought to a close by a contemporary composition, Parts I, II and III of Suite for Three Recorders by British-born Peter Racine Fricker, whose final appointment before he died in 1990 after a prestigious musical career in this country, where he also served as a radio operator in the RAF during World War II, was as Composer in Residence to the Santa Barbara Orchestra in California.
After tea, the focus was on North Sea Sketches by another modern British composer and arranger, Alan Bullard.  The first movement, In Harbour, consisting of three passages, The Boatman, Chelsea Reach and Steamboat Quickstep, was followed by Lament, comprising the subdued All Things Are Quite Silent.  The final passage, subtitled Ocean Waves, Bold Nelson’s Praise and the lyrical Spanish Ladies, ended energetically with What Shall We Do With the Drunken Sailor?
The next meeting will be held at 2.30 pm on Saturday 18th April at Attleborough Baptist Church, 29 The Green CV11 4JZ.  Visitors and new members will be made very welcome.  
For details, e-mail nuneaton@srp.org.uk or telephone 024 76737236, and find us on Facebook 
@ Nuneaton Branch of The Society of Recorder Players. 

VIVIEN GOODE
05/04/26

The Society of Recorder Players, Registered Charity No. 282751 / SCO38422
Website: http://www.srp.org.uk


