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Guest conductor Michael Copley brought a wonderfully diverse range of his own musical arrangements for us to play at our May Pastoral meeting.  After warming up with Jean Sibelius’s  panoramic Andante Festivo, we moved on to Allegro by the German born composer and woodwind player of the Baroque era, Johann Christian Schickhardt who, Michael informed us, wrote a sonata in every key.  Concerto in C, a work of the same period by another German composer, Johann David Heinichen, preceded a change of scene to northern Italy and  
La Mantouana by Lodovico Grossi da Viadana, from a century earlier.  Anton Dvořák’s Bagatelle moved us forward to an apartment in late nineteenth century Prague where the first performance was influenced by the need to be played on a harmonium as there was no piano, before the first half of the afternoon was brought to a close by the traditional English Kemp’s Jig from the Shakespearian era.  This was inspired by the actor Will Kemp who apparently accepted a wager that he could cover the one hundred and twenty-five-mile route between London and Norwich by dancing a Morris jig, which he managed to accomplish in nine days.     
The second part of the afternoon opened with a dance step back in time to the Renaissance era and the Frog Galliard by English composer, lutenist and singer John Dowland.  In complete contrast, we then moved forward to twentieth century America and a haunting adaptation of Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel’s The Sound of Silence.  After revisiting the Baroque era via Allegro from Chamber Concerto by Venetian composer Antonio Vivaldi, we returned to England and the traditional melody Blow the Wind Southerly, a folk song originating in the Wearside area and first published in 1834.  Following Passacaille from Jean-Baptiste Lully’s opera Armide, premiered on 15th February 1686 by the Paris Opera at the Théâtre du 
Palais-Royal in the presence of the Grand Dauphin, there was just time to end with Italiana, a stimulating short work by an anonymous composer.        

The next meeting will be held at 2.30 pm on Saturday 20th June at Attleborough Baptist Church, 29 The Green CV11 4JZ.  Visitors and new members will be made very welcome.  
For details, e-mail nuneaton@srp.org.uk or telephone 024 76737236, and find us on Facebook 
@ Nuneaton Branch of The Society of Recorder Players. 
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