Saturday 17th October 2026 	Julia McKinley
It was lovely to welcome Julia back to Ruishton Hall, and also a couple of new players and returners – everyone is made to feel welcome and to enjoy the interval cakes!
We began the afternoon by revisiting Alyson Lewin’s ‘The Wellerman Shanty’ , which came from the latest Recorder Magazine. Those who were there last month enjoyed seeing Julia’s tilt on the music, those who were absent in September enjoyed learning the music anew. Julia reinforced the story behind the music, which Sue P had succinctly written about for the September report.
We then moved on to a very well-known tune – Jacob van Eyck’s English Nightingale, this version arranged for large groups of recorders by Annabel Knight. Julia told us a little about the history of Van Eyck, him being a blind recorder and Carillon player who gathered local tunes and gave them many variations. This was evident in Modo 3 which had the descants doing some ‘twittering’!
Then to Marg Hall’s 3 Sketches of Scotland, High Road, Low Road, which incorporated a well-known melody, a beautiful Lament and a fun to play Ceilidh Time. In Marg’s usual skilful way, this was scored so that each part had some interest.
Tea was provided by Sue P and Joyce, and after tea we played Ceilidh time again before playing another haunting Scottish piece by Amy Beach, a late nineteenth century/early 20th century American composer, Scottish Legend. It sounded very beautiful in the acoustic of our hall.
Then to Wales with one movement of Alyson Lewin’s set, West of Severn. In the movement we could hear the Severn bubbling along as a small stream.
We finished – as we did in July, with an arrangement of Josef Rheinberger’s Abendlied. Rheinberger was born in Liechtenstein, a small, probably calm country between Switzerland and Austria and this effect came over in the calm and beautiful ed of day piece.
Many thanks to Julia for coming to take control of our branch today and her lovely selection of music. We look forward to seeing her again in 2027.
